
Are you experiencing symptoms 
of COVID-19?

STAY HOME & ISOLATE immediately, 
pending test results

GET TESTED
(PCR and/or rapid antigen test)

PCR 
positive

Rapid 
antigen 
positive

Rapid 
antigen test 

negative

PCR 
negative

Rapid 
antigen test 

positive, 
PCR

negative

Rapid 
antigen test 

negative, 
PCR positive

You have 

COVID-19 

Please 

continue 

to follow 

COVID-19 

isolation 

guidance.

You may have 
early COVID-

19. 

We 
recommend: 

1)Repeat 
antigen test at 

48 hours 

OR

2) PCR test 
within 24-48 

hours.

Please 
continue to  

isolate as you 
await 

additional 
testing and 

contact your 
healthcare 

provider for 
additional 
guidance.

You have COVID-

19. Please 

continue 

to follow 

COVID-19 

isolation 

guidance.

You do not have

COVID-19 at this 

time. If you are 

still feeling ill, 

please continue 

to stay home 

and contact your 

healthcare 

provider for 

additional 

guidance and 

testing (including 

repeat COVID-19 

testing and for 

flu).

You may have 

COVID-19 or may 

have had a false 

positive test. 

Please continue 

to follow COVID-

19 isolation 

guidance and 

seek a 

healthcare 

evaluation.

You have COVID-

19 Please 

continue 

to follow COVID-

19 isolation 

guidance.

COVID-19 Testing Guidance: What to do after a positive COVID-19 test

https://bphc.org/whatwedo/infectious-diseases/Infectious-Diseases-A-to-Z/covid-19/Documents/PH%20Advisory_Isolation%20Guidance_1.7.22.pdf
https://bphc.org/whatwedo/infectious-diseases/Infectious-Diseases-A-to-Z/covid-19/Documents/PH%20Advisory_Isolation%20Guidance_1.7.22.pdf
https://bphc.org/whatwedo/infectious-diseases/Infectious-Diseases-A-to-Z/covid-19/Documents/PH%20Advisory_Isolation%20Guidance_1.7.22.pdf
https://bphc.org/whatwedo/infectious-diseases/Infectious-Diseases-A-to-Z/covid-19/Documents/PH%20Advisory_Isolation%20Guidance_1.7.22.pdf


YES

Are you fully 
vaccinated? 

NO

Are you still 
experiencing 

symptoms of COVID-
19?

YES NO

Isolate for 10 days and 
return to work at Day 
11, as long as fever-
free without fever-

reducing medication 
for 24 hours or unless 
directed by healthcare 

provider to extend 
isolation

Stop isolating on 

Day 6 (or day after 

negative test), 

must continue to 

wear a mask 

through Day 10.

Serially retest 

between day 8-9 to 

return to work earlier 

than Day 11. If 

testing positive at 

Day 9, there is no 

need for additional 

testing beyond Day 

10, you can stop 

isolating on Day 11

Get tested with a rapid at-
home antigen test at day 5 

or after

POSITIVE NEGATIVE

Serially retest 

between Days 6-9 

to exit isolation 

earlier than Day 11. 

If testing is positive 

at Day 9, there is 

no need for 

additional testing 

beyond Day 10, 

you can stop 

isolating on Day 11. 

If you are 

concerned about 

ongoing symptoms, 

reach out to a 

healthcare provider 

for guidance.

Get tested with a rapid at-
home antigen test at day 7 

or after

POSITIVE NEGATIVE

Stop isolating on 

Day 8 (or day 

after negative 

test), you must 

continue to wear 

a mask through 

Day 10

COVID-19 Isolation Guidance: Ending isolation after a positive COVID-
19 test

Fully vaccinated is defined as

• 2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose 
primary series, such as the Pfizer or 
Moderna vaccines, or

• 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as 
Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine




