
The Bellevue House Barn Project 
48 Centre Street - Roxbury 
 
Owners: Lisa Berger and Edward Blank 
 
Introduction 
The current home on Centre Street was originally known as Bellevue Terrace when it was 
originally built in 1835.  The house is situated on the southwestern corner of the property and 
was described in the 1842 will and testament of Adam Stuart as the mansion, barn, and 
outbuildings on 27,000 square feet of land.  The northern edge was marked by the Three Mile 
Marker (the oldest marker on the Old Boston Post Road indicating 3 miles to the state house.)  
The marker is there to this day. 
 
Lisa’s family heritage in the United States dates back to William and Mary Chase, who arrived in 
Boston in 1632.  Most notably, they were founders of the First Church of Roxbury, a few 
hundred feet from Bellevue House.  Portraits of the Chases still exist in the church archives.  
Some of those archives were stored in the basement of Belleview house not long before Lisa 
and Ed purchased the property in 2003. Where the Chases lived is still a mystery, but Lisa feels 
deeply connected to this neighborhood. 
 
Amazingly, ninety percent of the original land is still intact.  The barn project began with the 
idea of adding a garage to the house, with a studio above, but none of those designs fit the 
character and history of the home.  There were no garages in 1835, and the thought of a 
carriage house came up, but there is no history of such a building, yet there was mention of 
their barn with stables. Many wealthy families had barns to house horses and carriages, feed, 
and sometimes house the hired hands. The barn was the winning idea. It would fit the needs of 
the current owners and fit nicely with the history of the house and the Fort Hill neighborhood. 
 
The Gambrel-styled barn will have a 2-car garage, kitchen, laundry, and half bath on the first 
floor, a living area, bedroom, and bath on the second floor. Lisa and Ed intend to occupy this as 
their home when it is finished and slowly retire. Still, in love with the main house, the four-plus 
bedrooms, the uneven stone steps leading to the house, and the steep skinny stairway to the 
third-floor loft are better suited for a younger, larger family. Renting the main house and living 
in the barn will give Lisa and Ed the financial and physical means to stay on the property and 
enjoy the Fort Hill neighborhood for another 25 years. 



Bellevue House – land and buildings

June 14, 1837 (Norfolk book 116, page 86) –
Brewer sells approximately 20,000 sq. ft. of 
property  to Minoff, Esc. Trust/indenture to 
Adam Stewart “with a new dwelling house 
thereon called Bellevue House”

April 24, 1837 (Norfolk book 115, page 155) 
Kitteredge & Blake (K & B) sell 7,543 sq. ft of land to 
Minoff, Esc. Trust/indenture to Adam Stewart 

(It appeared as if Brewer constructed part of 
the house on the 7,543 sq ft of land which at 
the time of construction, belonged to K & B.)

June 4, 1833 (Norfolk book 99, page 226) - Porter sells undisclosed amount of land to Brewer. 
Between 1833 and 1835, Brewer, a carpenter, builds the Bellevue House



December 3, 1842 (Norfolk Probate #17,400)

“The Mansion House, Barn, and out Buildings with about 27,543 
Square Feet of Land, situated on Fort Hill . . . “

are willed to Stewart’s “illegitimate wife and children”.

Bellevue House – land and buildings



Bellevue House – land and buildings

The house, barn and outbuildings 
were owned by Adam Stewart’s 
“illegitimate” family from the time of 
the  inheritance in 1842 to the time it 
was sold to E. L. Davenport on June 2,
1860 (Norfolk book 288, page 294) 

Map of property from 1852



Historical examples of gambrel-roof buildings in 
Roxbury (Highland Park)
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Current examples of gambrel-roof buildings in 
Roxbury (Highland Park)

Holy Temple United Holy 
Church of America Inc.

14 Lambert Ave. Roxbury



Current examples of gambrel-roof buildings in 
Roxbury (Highland Park)

46 Linwood St. Roxbury



Current examples of gambrel-roof buildings in 
Roxbury (Highland Park)

98 Lambert Ave. 
Roxbury



Current examples of gambrel-roof buildings in 
Roxbury (Highland Park)

Linwood Circle Roxbury
Constructed began 

2023 (not completed)
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Plot plan showing the proposed building and related 
access points
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Tree Removal for construction of barn at 48 Centre St.



Rendition of Bellevue Barn on site


