
 
 

 
 

 

Memo 
 

Date: December 26, 2017 

 

To: Boston Landmarks Commission 

From: Regan Shields Ives and Jim Alexander  

Copies: File 

 

Project Name: 35 Bowdoin Street 

Project No.: 41415.00 

Subject: Beacon Hill Architectural Commission Application 

 

 

Please find enclosed the application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to the Beacon Hill Architectural 

Commission (BHAC) for the proposed rehabilitation of the Saint John the Evangelist Church and Rectory 

buildings located at 33 and 35 Bowdoin Street.  This application is in response to proposed changes to 

the previously approved scope of work (reference application #16.931 BH).   

 

With the enclosed application and supporting materials we respectfully request a staff review or being 

placed on the BHAC’s January 18, 2018 agenda.  If you have any questions regarding the enclosed 

application, please do not hesitate to contact us at (617) 227.9272 or rshields-ives@faainc.com or 

jga@faainc.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Finegold Alexander Architects 

 

       

 

 

Regan Shields Ives     Jim Alexander 

Principal      Principal 
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   DO NOT RETURN THIS FORM BY FAX OR EMAIL   DO NOT STAMP THIS BOX 

 

I. PROPERTY ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NAME of BUSINESS/PROPERTY____________________________________________________________ 
 

The names, telephone numbers, postal and e-mail addresses requested below will be used for all subsequent communications relating to this application.  

Environment Department personnel cannot be responsible for illegible, incomplete or inaccurate contact information provided by applicants. 
 

 

II. APPLICANT__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 CONTACT NAME_______________________________ RELATIONSHIP TO PROPERTY___________________ 
 

 MAILING ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ZIP_________ 
 

 PHONE ________________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________________ 
 

PROPERTY OWNER_______________________________   CONTACT NAME______________________________ 
 

 MAILING ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ZIP_________ 
 

 PHONE ________________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________________ 
 

ARCHITECT______________________________________  CONTACT NAME_______________________________ 
 

 MAILING ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ZIP_________ 
 

 PHONE ________________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________________ 
 

CONTRACTOR ___________________________________ CONTACT NAME_______________________________ 
 

 MAILING ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ZIP_________ 
 

 PHONE ________________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________________ 
 

III. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK 

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE PROPOSED WORK MUST BE GIVEN IN THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW, OR THE 

APPLICATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. This description provides the basis for the official notice and subsequent decision, and it 

must clearly represent the entirety of the project. Additional pages may be attached, if necessary, to provide more detailed information.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Office Use Only 

 

APPLICATION #_______________________ 

 

RECEIVED____________________________ 

 

FEE________________________________ 

 

HEARING DATE________________________ 

APPLICATION 

CERTIFICATE of APPROPRIATENESS-or-

DESIGN APPROVAL-or-EXEMPTION 
 

 

 

Deliver or mail to:  

Environment Department 

Boston City Hall, Rm 709 

Boston, MA 02201  
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For more information, visit the website at: www.cityofboston.gov/landmarks 

Or contact the Environment Department at (617-635-3850) or at Boston City Hall, Room 709, Boston, MA 02201 

 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION: Please include all required documentation with this application; review instructions 

carefully for details. 
 

ESTIMATED COST OF PROPOSED WORK:  _________________________ 
 

IV. DULY AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES  (both required)  
 

The facts set forth above in this application and accompanying documents are a true statement made under penalty of perjury. 

 

APPLICANT___________________________________OWNER*_________________________________________ 
 

       *(If building is a condominium or cooperative, the chairman must sign.)  
 

 

PRINT_________________________________________PRINT___________________________________________ 

 
Environment Department personnel cannot be responsible for verifying the authority of the above individuals to sign this application.  

Misrepresentation of signatory authority may result in the invalidation of the application. 

UNSIGNED OR PARTIALLY SIGNED FORMS WILL BE REJECTED 
 

 

 
THIS APPLICATION IS NOT COMPLETE WITHOUT SIGNATURES, FEES AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION.  
The checklist below is for reference only: Please refer to the detailed application instructions for deadlines, fee 

schedule and required documentation specific to your proposal. 

 

COMPLETED APPLICATION FORM 

 

 

APPLICATION FEE (Check or money order made payable to City of Boston; see fee schedule in 

Instructions) 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK (A brief description must be included on the front page; additional pages of 

detailed information may be attached. Applications that only note “see attached” will not be accepted.) 

 

 

PHOTOS OF EXISTING CONDITIONS 

 

 

DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS AS REQUIRED (See “documentation requirements” in 

instructions) 
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	CONTACT NAME: Jan Steenbrugge
	RELATIONSHIP TO PROPERTY: Owner
	MAILING ADDRESS: 1 Longfellow Place, Unit 1818 Boston, MA
	ZIP: 02114
	PHONE: (857) 496-0279
	EMAIL: jansteenbrugge@admeliora.us
	PROPERTY OWNER: same as above
	CONTACT NAME_2: 
	MAILING ADDRESS_2: 
	ZIP_2: 
	PHONE_2: 
	EMAIL_2: 
	ARCHITECT: Finegold Alexander Architects
	CONTACT NAME_3: James Alexander
	MAILING ADDRESS_3: 77 North Washington Street  Boston, MA
	ZIP_3: 02114
	PHONE_3: (617) 227-9272
	EMAIL_3: jga@faainc.com
	CONTRACTOR: Ad Meliora
	CONTACT NAME_4: Paul Soughley
	MAILING ADDRESS_4: 2 Oliver Street Boston, MA 
	ZIP_4: 02109+
	PHONE_4: (617) 448-3827
	EMAIL_4: paulsoughley@admeliora.us
	ESTIMATED COST OF PROPOSED WORK: $20,000(project cost =$9.1M)
	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 35 Bowdoin Street
	NAME of BUSINESS PROPERTY: Saint John the Evangelist Mission Church and Rectory
	APPLICANT: 33 - 35 Bowdoin Street LLC
	Text1: The project involves the conversion of the Saint John the Evangelist Mission Church, 35 Bowdoin Street, and the neighboring Rectory building, 33 Bowdoin Street, to a mix of office and residential uses.  Specifically, one residential unit will be created in the basement and attic levels of the Church; an open office will occupy the sanctuary space and balcony levels of the Church; and three residential units will be located in the Rectory building.  

This application is in response to proposed changes to the previously approved scope of work (reference application #16.931 BH) required by the Boston Inspectional Services Department.  In accordance with 780 CMR 1021.1, an occupant load of 1 to 500 per story requires a minimum of 2 exits per story, which the 4th floor dwelling unit does not have in the current design.  Additionally, the historic preservation easement enforced by the Massachusetts Historical Commision prevents the interor construction of a second stairway.  The Project proposes the construction of an extension to an existing exterior fire escape stairway on the south side of the building to provide a second means of egress for the 4th floor dwelling unit.  This solution was approved by the Massachusetts Building Code Appeals Board on November 16, 2017.
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