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Population health requires us, as a society, to 
collectively assure the social, economic, cultural 
conditions for people to be healthy

“    
”

Modified from Institute of Medicine. The Future of Public Health. National Academy Press; Washington, D.C.: 1988
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1. Descriptive epidemiology
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National Firearm Deaths, 1981-2015
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Data source: CDC, WISQARS. NCHS Vital Statistics System for numbers of deaths. Bureau of Census for population estimates. 14



State-specific fatal firearm injury

Decreasing trend: New York, Illinois, Maryland, North Carolina, California, Arizona, Nevada 
and DC

Increasing trend: Massachusetts and Florida

Data source: CDC, WISQARS. NCHS Vital Statistics System for numbers of deaths. Bureau of Census for population estimates. 15



Fatal firearm- Temporal trends by Race

Whites: Annual rate change= 0.006 per 100,000, P-trend=0.71

Blacks: Annual rate change= -0.114 per 100,000, P-trend=0.22

Other race: Annual rate change= -0.12 per 100,000, P-trend<0.0001
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Data source: CDC, WISQARS. NCHS Vital Statistics System for numbers of deaths. Bureau of Census for population estimates. 16
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2. Guns
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3. Guns=gun death and injury
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4. Suicide and lethality
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Firearm suicides versus homicides, 1999-2015
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Data source: CDC, WISQARS. NCHS Vital Statistics System for numbers of deaths. Bureau of Census for population estimates.
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5. What we often forget
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fatal, 
440,095, 

30%

treated and 
released, 
432,010, 

30%

transferred or 
hospitalized, 

547,689, 
38%

Unknown,, 
22,948, 

2%

Total Burden of Firearm injuries 2001-2014

Non-fatal
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6. The mental health myth
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Lifetime prevalence of psychiatric disorders are 
comparable in Canada and the U.S. 
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Firearm homicide rate per 100,000 in 2009
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7. On research
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8. On potential solutions
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