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CDPHE Report on Marijuana Use  
and Health Effects 

• Analysis of marijuana use, using 
state & national surveys 

• Analysis of potential health 
impact, using hospital and 
poison center data 

• Evaluation and summary of 
scientific evidence about health 
effects of marijuana 

• Search “monitoring marijuana 
Colorado” to see full report, 

Å or use this address  
 

colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/monitoring

-marijuana-related-health-effects 
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Timeline of Marijuana Legalization in 
Colorado 

2001  
Medical Marijuana 

Legalized 

2010 
Medical Marijuana 

Commercially 
Available 

2014 
Retail (Recreational) 

Marijuana 
Commercially 

Available 
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Youth 

• Perceptions 
• Behaviors 
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Student Perceptions About Risk of Harm 
Associated with Marijuana Use 

2013 2015 Trend 

People who use marijuana regularly have 
moderate/great risk of harming themselves 

54.0%  
(52.7-55.2) 

47.7% 
(45.5-49.9) 

↓ 

People who have one or two drinks [of 
alcohol] nearly every day have 
moderate/great risk of harming themselves 

69.9% 
(68.7-71.0)  

70.7%  
(68.4-73.0) 

↔ 

People who smoke one or more packs of 
cigarettes per day have a moderate/great risk 
of harming themselves 

84.4% 
(83.1-85.6) 

84.3%  
(81.9-86.6) 

↔ 

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Health Statistics and Evaluation Branch  
http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/topics.aspx?q=Adolescent_Health_Data  

Percent of Colorado high school students who believe that… 

http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/topics.aspx?q=Adolescent_Health_Data
http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/topics.aspx?q=Adolescent_Health_Data
http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/topics.aspx?q=Adolescent_Health_Data
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Percent of High School Students Who Ever and 
Recently Used Marijuana: Colorado and US 

Monitoring Health Concerns Related to Marijuana in Colorado: 2016 
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/monitoring-trends-marijuana-use 
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Percent of Colorado High School Students Who 
Currently Use Marijuana Compared to Alcohol and 
Tobacco 

Monitoring Changes in Marijuana Use Patterns in Colorado: 2015 Update 
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/monitoring-trends-marijuana-use 
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Percent of Colorado High School Students 
Who Currently Use Marijuana 

Monitoring Changes in Marijuana Use Patterns in Colorado: 2015 Update 
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/monitoring-trends-marijuana-use 
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Marijuana Product Type Among Colorado Students 
Who Currently Use Marijuana 

Monitoring Changes in Marijuana Use Patterns in Colorado: 2015 Update 
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/monitoring-trends-marijuana-use 
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Marijuana Use and Driving 

http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/topics.aspx?q=Adolescent_Health_Data 

• Among Colorado high school students who drove in the past 30 
days: 
• 10.9% (10.0-11.8%) had driven after using marijuana in 2013 
• 10.4% (9.0-11.8%) had driven after using marijuana in 2015 

 
• Note: length of time between marijuana use and driving was not 

specified 

http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/topics.aspx?q=Adolescent_Health_Data
http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/topics.aspx?q=Adolescent_Health_Data
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Adult 

• Perceptions 
• Behaviors 
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Adult Perceptions About Risk of Harm 
Associated with Marijuana Use 

Colorado Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (unpublished) 

Percent of Colorado adults who believe that adults who use marijuana daily / 
near daily have… 

2014 
A moderate / great risk of harming 
themselves 

54.0% (52.4-55.6%) 

A slight / no risk for harming themselves 46.0% (44.4-47.5%) 
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Ever and Current Marijuana Use Among 
Colorado Adults (18+ Years of Age) 

Estimate Source 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

National Survey of Drug Use and Health 11.3% 11.0% 10.4% 12.9% 

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System 13.6% 

http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/MJ/2014-Adult-Marijuana-Use-In-Colorado.html 
Colorado Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (unpublished) 

In 2014: 
• 48.9% of Colorado adults (18+ years of age) had ever used marijuana 

• 13.6%  had used marijuana in the past 30 days (“current use”) 
• 33.2% of current users reported using marijuana daily 

 
Over time, estimates of current use among Colorado adults have increased slightly: 

 

http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/MJ/2014-Adult-Marijuana-Use-In-Colorado.html
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Current Marijuana Use Among Colorado 
Adults (18+ Years of Age) 

http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/MJ/2014-Adult-Marijuana-Use-In-Colorado.html 
Colorado Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (unpublished) 

METHOD OF MARIJUANA USE  
(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) Percent 

Smoked 83.1 (80.0-86.3%) 
Eaten 34.4 (30.0-38.7%) 

Vaporized 32.4 (28.0-36.7%) 
Dabbed 17.9 (13.9-21.9%) 
Other 7.4 (4.9-9.9%) 
Drank 5.8 (3.3-8.1%) 

Among Colorado adults who had used marijuana in the past 30 days in 2014… 

18.8% reported driving after using marijuana  
Note: length of time between marijuana use and 
driving was not specified 

http://www.chd.dphe.state.co.us/MJ/2014-Adult-Marijuana-Use-In-Colorado.html
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Health Effects 

• Calls to Rocky Mountain Poison Center 
• Emergency Department Visits 
• Hospitalizations 



more information  
more information  

more information  

© 2016 Denver Public Health 

Marijuana-Related Calls to the Rocky 
Mountain Poison Center Over Time 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BxqXhstk92Dbfm5xMDdNd1dPX1pvWWM4TkFkVHZtcTdMYWVpcWh6WVRKUX
ZHTjlfQXJOeXM 
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Marijuana-Related Calls to the Rocky Mountain Poison 
Center By Age Group and Time 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BxqXhstk92Dbfm5xMDdNd1dPX1pvWWM4TkFkVHZtcTdMYWVpcWh6WVRKUXZ
HTjlfQXJOeXM 



more information  
more information  

more information  

© 2016 Denver Public Health https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BxqXhstk92DbfjRWQlV1SkVFRGFuZHhvdnBiWTIteDBZX2Z3T0ktRXkxZUI0eEFOZWdYR2c 

Potentially Marijuana-Related Emergency Department 
Visits and Hospitalizations in Colorado Over Time 
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Potentially Marijuana-Related Emergency Department 
Visits Compared to Other Substances 
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Potentially Marijuana-Related Emergency Department 
Visits and Hospitalizations in Colorado By Age Group 

* Rate significantly increased from previous time period with a p-value <0.001. 
† ICD-9-CM codes 305.2, 304.3, 969.6 and E854.1 were used to determine HD and ED visits with possible marijuana exposures, 
diagnoses, or billing codes. 
ǂ The Ns are the total number of HD or ED visits with possible marijuana exposures, diagnoses, or billing codes in each age group.  
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Contact Information 

Kathryn DeYoung 
Kathryn.DeYoung@dhha.org 

 
 

Katelyn Hall 
katelyn.hall@state.co.us  
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