Sign On Letter:
Prevention & Wellness Trust Fund is Key to
Achieving Better Health & Eliminating Health Inequities

The Prevention & Wellness Trust Fund is a Massachusetts first, enabling major investments in prevention
across the state - but funding will sunset in 2017. Now is the time to create a powerful narrative in support
of continued funding. Please join us!

We invite signers representing local, regional, and state organizations, including community-based
organizations, clinical and social service provider organizations, and businesses and business
associations. We also welcome community leaders as individual signers, including municipal and elected
officials, faith leaders, and academic researchers, among others.

To sign on online, click here or email mribble@mapublichealth.org with “PWTF Sign-On Letter” in the
subject line. Signers will be listed with their name, title, and affiliation. Affiliation can be indicated as “for
identification only” if requested.

Senate President Stanley Rosenberg Speaker of the House Robert DeLeo
State House, Room 332 State House, Room 356
Boston, MA 02133 Boston, MA 02133

Dear Senate President Rosenberg and Speaker DelLeo:

Since the passage of the last major health reform legislation in Massachusetts in 2012 (Chapter 224),
the Commonwealth has staked out new and aggressive strategies to improve health outcomes, address
health care costs, and combat alarming health inequities across race, ethnicity, and income. The
Prevention & Wellness Trust Fund (PWTF), established in Chapter 224, is a key part of our
state’s multi-pronged approach, investing in evidence-based community interventions that help
to keep residents healthy and safe. PWTF — the first program of its kind in the country — has been
recognized as a national model by other states, national health care and public health organizations,
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

PWTF-supported services are available to nearly one million Massachusetts residents who live
in all regions of the state. This number could grow in the future, impacting even more residents. In
the first 3 years of the program, PWTF has invested in nine partnerships across the Commonwealth,
which have built the essential infrastructure to seamlessly link clinical services, community
interventions, and municipal health resources. Nearly 9,000 referrals [update upon letter release] to
community services have been made for interventions which are not covered by health insurance, and
PWTF partnerships are laying the groundwork now for even greater impact on the health of our
communities in future years.


https://mphaweb.wufoo.com/forms/s1k5e7c31kl3eq1/
mailto:mribble@mapublichealth.org

Under the provisions of Chapter 224, funding for PWTF will sunset in June 2017. Given the
importance of this program, we urge you to support a reauthorization of the Prevention &
Wellness Trust Fund before this deadline.

Rates of chronic health conditions such as diabetes and asthma — many of which are preventable —
continue to rise, consuming 86% of our national health care costs. The result is shorter lives, lower
quality of life, reduced workplace productivity, and missed school days, which hamper children’s
educational achievement. Preventable chronic conditions affect all areas of the state, but
disproportionately impact communities of color and low income communities, representing a
fundamental barrier to equity in our Commonwealth. Tackling these challenges requires more than
just good clinical care — it depends on a robust investment in community-based prevention such
as the Prevention & Wellness Trust Fund.

The PWTF focus on underlying causes of poor health is an essential complement to ongoing health
care transformation efforts. There are many areas of health policy that we should aggressively pursue
in order to improve the delivery and payment of health services, including a shift to accountable care
organizations and addressing price variation among providers. But without the large-scale focus on
underlying causes of poor health through the Prevention & Wellness Trust Fund, these efforts
cannot be successful at achieving their goals.

We ask for your partnership to continue the important and groundbreaking work of the Prevention &
Wellness Trust Fund. We believe a thorough conversation is needed about the appropriate structure
and funding for the PWTF, and we stand ready to work with you to identify the best option for the
Commonwealth.

Signed,



