
WILLIAM F. FLAHERTY    
PLAYGROUND PARK

Improvements to

January 20, 2022
Boston Parks and Recreation





AGENDA

PROJECT TEAM INTRODUCTION1

PROJECT OVERVIEW2

PRESENTATION3

LISTENING & DISCUSSION4

CLOSING REMARKS & NEXT STEPS5



PROJECT TEAM

B Chatfield, Boston Parks and Recreation Department
Project Manager, City of Boston
abigail.chatfield@boston.gov or 617-504-7709

Christine Brandao
Outreach Coordinator
Christine.Brandao@boston.gov

Jade Cummings, PLA
Principal, Terraink Landscape Architecture

Kellie Anne Connelly, PLA
Principal, Terraink Landscape Architecture

Tiffani Caballero
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Service (ONS)
Tiffani.Caballero@boston.gov or 617-635-2185



PROJECT OVERVIEW



PROJECT SCHEDULE & FUNDING

JANUARY 2022
Community Meeting 1

MARCH 2022
Community Meeting 2

MAY 2022
Community Meeting 3

FALL 2022
Permitting, Design Development 
+ Construction Documents

SPRING 2023
Construction
Estimated cost of construction:
$1,560,000.00

SUMMER 2023
Anticipated
Park Opening
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CITY OF BOSTON PRIORITIES

• Expanding walkable access to parks 

• Addressing equity

• Climate resilience

• Health

• Housing and community building



PARK & RECREATION GOALS
• Preserve And Protect Existing Trees

• Expand Usable Park Area

• Improve Universal Access

• Enhance Park Visibility

• Improve Access to Parks

• Design Flexible, Multi-functional Park Spaces



FLAHERTY PLAYGROUND HISTORY

1917
Cornwall Street 

Playground

1970
Brookside Avenue 

Playground

1992
William F. Flaherty 
Playground Park

1914
Dye 

House/Laundry
on Cornwall Street

TIMELINE



FLAHERTY PLAYGROUND HISTORY CIRCA 1891



FLAHERTY PLAYGROUND HISTORY CIRCA 1914



FLAHERTY PLAYGROUND HISTORY CIRCA 1922



FLAHERTY PLAYGROUND HISTORY CIRCA 1977

2 BASKETBALL COURTS



FLAHERTY PLAYGROUND HISTORY CIRCA 1990



FLAHERTY PLAYGROUND HISTORY FEATURES

This monolith with plaque was installed in 
recognition of the re-design of William F. 

Flaherty Playground funded by the 
Brookside Neighborhood Association; 

year 1993.

“Rooted” Granite Tree Stump Artwork 
Fabricated by local artist Kristen McVeigh; 

funded by the Edward Ingersoll Browne 
Fund; year 1993.

This plaque has been incorporated in    
recognition of William F. Flaherty and his 

dedication to the community. It was added  
in 1993 onto “Flaherty Rock”.
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SITE ANALYSIS



NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT WALKING DISTANCES



NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT LOCAL SURROUNDINGS



SITE ANALYSIS CIRCULATION



SITE ANALYSIS SITE ZONES



SITE ANALYSIS OPEN SPACE



SITE ANALYSIS OPEN SPACE | IMAGES

VIEW EAST VIEW WEST

VIEW SOUTHWEST VIEW NORTHEAST



SITE ANALYSIS PLAYGROUNDS



SITE ANALYSIS PLAYGROUNDS | IMAGES

PLAYGROUND (AGES 5 – 12) SWING SET

PLAYGROUND (AGES 2 – 5) VISIBILITY TO PLAY STRUCTURE



SITE ANALYSIS EDGES AND CANOPIES



SITE ANALYSIS EDGES AND CANOPIES | IMAGES

CORNWALL STREET BROOKSIDE AVENUE

SOUTHERN EDGE EASTERN EDGE



WILLIAM F. FLAHERTY PLAYGROUND PARK

 Why do you visit the park?

 Do you feel safe in the park?

 What do you like about the park?

 What would you like to change about the park?

 What fun activities would you like to add to the 
park?

LISTENING & DISCUSSION
Help us build great parks.  Let us know what matters to you.



January 20, 2022
Boston Parks and Recreation

THANK YOU!  

For any questions or comments, please contact: 
B Chatfield . Project Manager . 617-504-7709 . abigail.chatfield@boston.gov

Next Meeting: March 2022
Your voice matters!  Please take our survey:

Project Website: Boston.gov/Flaherty-playground
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