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PROJECT SCHEDULE & FUNDING

JANUARY 7TH 2021
Community Meeting 1

FEBRUARY 24TH 2021
Community Meeting 2

MAY 6TH 2021
Community Meeting 3

MAY 2021 – FEB 2022
Design Development + 
Construction Documents

JUNE 2022
Construction begins
(+/- 3 months)

FALL 2022
Anticipated
Park Opening

$ 1,530,000 Capital Funding

FEB-APRIL 2022
Bid Period and Contract 

Award



PARK
DESIGN

Safety Guidelines+
Regulatory 
Guidelines

City of Boston
Priorities

Parks + Recreation
Goals

Community
Input

PARK
DESIGN



Sensory

Social

Communication

Cognitive

Physical

THE
ELEMENTS
OF
PLAY

5

PLAY

PlayCore’s Elements of Inclusive Play,2015
http://www.inclusiveplaygrounds.org/me2/playability



SOCIAL/ EMOTIONAL
COOPERATION, DRAMATIC + 
IMAGINATIVE PLAY

PHYSICAL
GROSS MOTOR/ FINE MOTOR SKILLS, 
FLEXIBILITY, ACCESSIBILITY, 
HEALTHY RISK + VARIETY

SENSORY
TOUCH, VISUAL. AUDITORY, SMELL
VESTIBULAR, PROPRIOCEPTIVE + 
INTEROCEPTIVE

COGNITIVE
CREATIVITY, SENSE OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENT, PROBLEM-
SOLVING, CAUSE + EFFECT, RISK 
ASSESSMENT

COMMUNICATION
DEVELOPMENT OF RECEPTIVE + 
EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE

SEATING + TABLE AREAS, 
THEMATIC PLAY ELEMENTS 
(SHIPS), PLAY HOUSES

DISH SWINGS, MOVEABLE 
OBJECTS, SWINGS, MONKEY 
BARS, BALANCE

PUSH/ PULL ELEMENTS
WATER ELEMENTS, VARIED 
TEXTURES + COLORS, SPINNING, 
MOVEABLE OBJECTS, ROCKING 

INTERACTIVE WATER 
ELEMENTS, ROPE CLIMBER, 
LINKED PLAY ELEMENTS

TALK TUBES, SLIDES, THEMATIC 
PLAY ELEMENTS, TRIKE TRACK, 
SEE SAWS



SITE HISTORY

260 Clarendon (ca. 1873), courtesy of the Bostonian 
Society

260 Clarendon (99 Commonwealth) (ca. 1942), 
photograph by Bainbridge Bunting, courtesy 
of The Gleason Partnership

North side of Commonwealth looking east, with 
109-111 Commonwealth in foreground on left 
Commonwealth (ca. 1890); courtesy of Barry and 
Judith Solar



OVERALL SITE ANALYSIS

COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE (OUTBOUND)

C
LA

R
EN

D
O

N
 STR

EET

PUBLIC ALLEY 424

Deciduous Shrub 
Screening

Granite Seat Wall

Preserve 
Established Trees

Stroller Parking 
along Pathway

Worn Path –
Desire Line?

5-12 Play

Belt & Tire 
Swings

109 
Comm 

Ave

Emergency / 
Service Gate

Main Entry

2-5 
Play

Bucket 
Swings

Open 
Play

(2,728 sf)

Sand

Existing Storage 
Shed

Curb with Metal 
Railing

Improve Drainage 
& Accessibility

Granite Block 
Retaining Wall
Low Evergreen 

Screening

Stairs with Railing

Amphitheater 
Seating



The service gate/emergency 
access along the alley can be 
shifted. It does not need paved 
access into the park. Add clear 
signage.

WHAT WE HEARD SO FAR
“Preserve the flavor of the 
playground” – the park’s 
aesthetic should fit seamlessly 
into the neighborhood (e.g. 
natural color scheme, green 
and open)

Kids of all ages use the park and the 
local schools bring students to the park 
on a coordinated schedule for play. The 
play equipment needs to be able to 
handle rigorous use from all ages and 
construction should work around the 
school year schedule.

The open play area is extremely 
important and central to this 
space as a freeform play area 
and community space for 
neighborhood events.

Maximize the play 
value of the space. 
Musical instruments 
and water play were 
not endorsed.

Ensure all plantings 
are hardy and 
protected.

Modify the 
fence to 
mitigate head 
entrapment 
issues.

City kids have little access to 
nature itself, so keeping the 
existing natural elements -
vegetation, trees, ground level 
discovery areas as tactile play 
– is critical.

Keep open play separated and at 
the lower level. Maintain as large 
an area for open play as possible. 
Keep 2-5 year and 5-12 year play 
separated.

OPEN PLAY
PLAY VALUE

PLANTINGS & 
AESTHETICS

Add a 
community 
bulletin board

Add low level lighting for 
use in early evenings

PARK 
AMENITIES



WHAT WE HEARD

Designated stroller 
parking is a must 
have, off the main 
circulation route.

All plantings will need to 
be bullet proof and tough 
for active play, but needs 
to maintain visibility 
from the street.

Protect the 
sensitive tree 
roots of this core 
grove of trees.

PARK AMENITIES
PLAY VALUE
OPEN PLAY
PLANTINGS & AESTHETICS

This is a former building 
foundation now used as a 
kick wall and an important 
element of the park for kick 
ball.



WHAT WE HEARD

Be sensitive to 109 
Comm Ave’s facade

Incorporate The Learning 
Project’s etched stones.

Preserve as 
much open play 
as possible

Preserve the 
established tree 
canopy throughout

Improve 
drainage in 
this area

PARK AMENITIES
PLAY VALUE
OPEN PLAY
PLANTINGS & AESTHETICS

Maintain sensory play 
elements that are open 
and freeform

Ensure each piece of play 
equipment provides accessible 
and inclusive play and many 
kinds of play value

Ensure compliant 
play surfacing 
( fixed)



Open 
Play

2-5 
Play

5-12 
Play

Sensory 
Play

Open 
Play

2-5 
Play

5-12 
Play

Sensory 
PlayOpen Play

2-5 Play 

5-12 Play

Sensory 
Play

CONCEPT A CONCEPT B CONCEPT C

CONCEPT PLAN ALTERNATIVES



OVERALL CONSIDERATIONS

Incorporate synthetic turf in the open play area 
with the look and feel of real grass.

Poured-in-place rubber surfacing will 
have a natural color scheme.

Create gateways and defined spaces with 
changes in material.

Use interesting and natural pathway 
materials for texture and discovery.



OVERALL CONSIDERATIONS

Use natural materials 
and build play into the 
elevational changes of 
the playground.

Create play value with natural materials.



Delineate the different play spaces 
with elements that add play value.

OVERALL CONSIDERATIONS

Seating should fit in aesthetically with the 
natural play theme and the neighborhood feel.



PREFERRED PLAN

COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE (OUTBOUND)

C
LA

R
EN

D
O

N
 

STR
EET

PUBLIC ALLEY 424

Open 
Play

(2,350 sf)

2-5 Play
5-12 Play

Sensory 
Play

Swings

Spinner

Basket
Swing

109 
Comm 

Ave

Emergency / 
Service Gate

Main Entry



PREFERRED PLAN – CIRCULATION

COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE (OUTBOUND)

C
LA

R
EN

D
O

N
 

STR
EET

PUBLIC ALLEY 424

109 
Comm 

Ave

Emergency / 
Service Gate

Synthetic 
Turf

PIP Rubber

Concrete Pavement

Wood Decking or 
Surfacing
Engineered Wood Fiber 
Mulch

Main Entry



PREFERRED PLAN – SEATING AREAS

COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE (OUTBOUND)

C
LA

R
EN

D
O

N
 

STR
EET

PUBLIC ALLEY 424

109 
Comm 

Ave

Emergency / 
Service Gate

Timber Seating

Curved Benches
(4 total)

Granite Block Seating

Informal Boulder or Log 
Seating

Main Entry



PREFERRED PLAN ENLARGEMENT
C

LA
R

EN
D

O
N

 
STR

EET

PUBLIC ALLEY 424

Open 
Play

2-5 Play 
Structure

5-12 Play 
Structure

Swings

Spinner

109 
Comm 

Ave

Emergency / 
Service Gate

Stacked and Climbable 
Granite Boulders

Rounded and Straight 
Granite Boulders

Low Maintenance 
Groundcover Planting

On-grade ‘Stage’ and Scramble

Kick Wall and Gate

Relocated 
Shed

Stepping Stumps

Curved Bench
Turtle Stone Sensory

Play Area



PREFERRED PLAN ENLARGEMENT

Open 
Play

109 
Comm 

Ave

C
LA

R
EN

D
O

N
 

STR
EET

Rope Climb (Hard)

Notched Timber Ladder

Protected Low 
Groundcover Planting

Rope Climb (Easy)
Stacked and Climbable 

Granite Boulders

Caregiver Seating 
(Timber)

Timber Steps
Circular Bench and 

On-grade Deck
Climbing Logs

Play Hut

Sensory 
Play

Lo
w

 H
ed

g
e

Desk

Table

Upper Deck

Embankment Slide



PREFERRED PLAN ENLARGEMENT

COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE (OUTBOUND)

C
LA

R
EN

D
O

N
 

STR
EET

Open Play

Basket 
Swing109 

Comm 
Ave

Main Entry

Arched Bridge

Community Bulletin 
Board

Timber Planters Learning Experience 
Stone Steps

Boulder 
Retaining Wall

Timber StepsCurved Bench
Timber Curb / Seating

Low Maintenance 
Groundcover Planting

Sensory Trail

Open Play Hut



PREFERRED PLAN PERSPECTIVE VIEW

Open 
Play

109 
Comm 

Ave

Emergency / 
Service Gate

Main Entry

Open Play Hut

2-5 Play 
Structure

Basket Swing

Swings
Slide

5-12 Play 
Structure

Upper 
Deck

Sensory 
Trail



PREFERRED PLAN PERSPECTIVE VIEW

Open 
Play 109 

Comm 
Ave

Emergency / 
Service Gate

Main Entry

Sensory Play

2-5 Play 
Structure

5-12 Play 
Structure

Basket Swing

Swings

Spinner



5-12 Option: Richter’s Play Village Combo



5-12 Yr. Option: Kompan Combination

Play Value: 10 types of play
Capacity: 25



Which style 5-12 year structure do you prefer?

A. Richter’s Play Village 
Combo (in plan)

B. Kompan
Combo



Which style 2-5 year structure do you prefer?

A. Richter’s Platform 
Hut Combo (in plan)

B. Kompan Play Village



SWINGS

Kompan Swings 
(2 bays of 2 bucket and 2 belt)

Berliner
Palmetto

ALTERNATIVESIN PLAN

Kompan You 
and Me Swing

Kompan Duo 
Swing

Cocowave Pendulum



Independent Pieces
Berliner Disk

Richter Large 
and Small 
Stones 
(options)

Kompan Tipi Carousel & Spica

Kompan Snail SpringerRichter 
Echo Game

ALTERNATIVESIN PLAN



Sensory Play Area – in plan

Kompan Desk

Kompan TableStepping Stumps Sensory Logs

Climbing 
Boulders

Open Play House



PREFERRED PLAN

COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE (OUTBOUND)

C
LA

R
EN

D
O

N
 

STR
EET

PUBLIC ALLEY 424

Open 
Play

(2,350 sf)

2-5 Play
5-12 Play

Sensory 
Play

Swings

Spinner

Basket
Swing

109 
Comm 

Ave

Emergency / 
Service Gate

Main Entry



May 6, 2021
Boston Parks and Recreation

THANK YOU!

For questions, maintenance requests or 
concerns regarding any of our 

parks contact 311

www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-
recreation/improvements-clarendon-street-play-area
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