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Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture: Public Art
 

● PaintBox
○ Emerging artists paint utility boxes across Boston

■ 83 in FY22; 100 in FY23

● Transformative Public Art 
○ Public art takes new and different forms that respond to and 

engage with community needs and visions for Boston
■ Project has been evolving since 2014 to meet the needs of 

Bostonians
■ 40 projects awarded in FY22

● Humanizing Public Space 
○ Artists and other community members propose projects to tell 

Boston’s stories
■ Supporting 6 long-term projects with capital funds

○ Public art is integrated into City capital investment projects 
■ 25 long-term projects commissioned by the City

Love Thyself by Victor “Marka27” Quiñonez in Grove Hall

Artworks to reflect the people, ideas, histories and futures of Boston



Transformative Public Art: POP UP! Dudley Connections! (2014)

● “Temporary public and 
performance art projects 
in Roxbury’s Dudley 
Square”

● Budgets ranging from $500 
to $2,000.

● Worked with community 
and City partners, 
including Discover 
Roxbury, Dudley Square 
Main Streets, Department 
of Neighborhood 
Development, Parks 
Department, The Boston 
Public, Library, Artward 
Bound 

● 8 projects in totaling 
$10,945



Transformative Public Art: Quincy Corridor/Grove Hall (2017)

● We commissioned five art projects in 
Grove Hall that embrace the 
neighborhood's identity and add to a 
strong sense of place. 

● The projects included: 
○ An interactive Affirmation 

Station by Chanel Thervil
○ The mural "Afro Futurism/ 

Breathe Life" by Rob "Problak" 
Gibbs at 324 Blue Hill Avenue

○ A series of banners entitled "On 
the Shoulders of Giants" by 
Laurence Pierce 

○ The mural "Powerful 
Knowledge" by David "DonRimx" 
Sepulveda at the Grove Hall 
Branch of the BPL

○ The mural "Love Thyself" by 
Victor "Marka27" Quiñonez on 
Quincy Street



Transformative Public Art: Year 1 (2019)

● Interested in murals and 
temporary projects with social 
practice, participatory 
artmaking, or educational 
programming that celebrated the 
diversity of Boston.

● Budgets ranging from $5,000 to 
$20,000.

● Artists could propose projects on 
public or private property (with 
permission from property 
owners).

● Released call in July and 
announced seven funded projects 
in August totaling $75,000

*several murals weren’t installed 
until following summer



Transformative Public Art: Year 2 (2020)

● Call to artists released in April 
2020. 

● Looked for artworks that respond 
to COVID-19 and provide creative 
approaches to public connections 
and community rituals at a time 
of disorientation and insecurity. 

● Two categories: Now and Later 
(projects that were ready to be 
implemented immediately, and 
the research and development of 
future projects)

● Supported 24 projects totaling 
$35,000.



Transformative Public Art: Year 3 (2021)

● Focus areas:
○ Creating spaces to reflect on and share what joy means 

to Boston and re-imagine more equitable policies and 
practices that promote joyful access to public space and 
other services

○ Providing ways for residents to safely reconnect with 
communities 

○ Investing in recovery and renewal through supporting 
arts and culture workers 

● Allocated $750,000 in funding for mural projects at 10 sites 
across nine neighborhoods (Opportunities 1 and 2)

● Funded 27 short-term public art projects and activations with  
grants totaling $323,950 (Opportunity 3)



Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture: Public Art in 2022 



Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



1. Black Women, Sharon Dunn, 1970 4 Yarmouth Street

South End Landmark District and Protection Area Murals

Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



2. Ramon E Betances, Lili Ann Killen Rosenberg, 1977 100 West Dedham Street (Villa Victoria)

South End Landmark District and Protection Area Murals

Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



3. Reflect the Times, Genaro “GoFive” Ortega, 2017 1277 Washington Street (Peter’s Park)

South End Landmark District and Protection Area Murals

Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



4. Honor Roll,  K. Jameel Parker, 1999 (removed) 566 Columbus Ave (Harriet Tubman House)

South End Landmark District and Protection Area Murals

Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



5. Love is the Answer and the Question, Ari Hauben, Evite 
Designs, and the Scholars Brigade, 2016

90 Warren Street (McKinley South End 
Academy)

South End Landmark District and Protection Area Murals

Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



6. Breathe Life 3, Rob “Problak” Gibbs, 2019 808 Tremont Street

South End Landmark District and Protection Area Murals

Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



7. Whale Wall, Ronnie Deziel, 1998 (refreshed 
2015)

Traveler Street 

South End Landmark District and Protection Area Murals

Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



8. The Whale, Tyson Andre, 2015 33 Traveler Street

South End Landmark District and Protection Area Murals

Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



9. Sunrise, Timothy McCool, 2017 774 Albany Street (Finland Building)

South End Landmark District and Protection Area Murals

Transformative Public Art: Historic and Cultural Preservation



Transformative Public Art: Souledad by Marka27

Proposed Location: Washington Manor Apartments; 1701 Washington Street; South End Landmark District

  



Transformative Public Art: Souledad by Marka27

Top left: Love Thyself, Grove Hall; Bottom left: Back to the Essence, Magazine Street, Newmarket; Right: Coexist, Harrisburg, PA



Transformative Public Art: Souledad by Marka27



Transformative Public Art: Souledad by Marka27



Transformative Public Art: Souledad by Marka27

Left: Flyer for SELDC meeting Right: Second community meeting May 31, 2022  with 
Marka27 at Washington Manor



Transformative Public Art: Souledad by Marka27



Transformative Public Art: Souledad by Marka27

Prosperity    Longevity Double Happiness Luck 

Mother with radiant child 
The Mother represents the giver of life and the child represents its ancestors future 
and legacy. A legacy of kings and queens. 

White lotus
The Lotus is seen as a symbol for resurrection and unwavering faith. Multicultural 
patterns will be placed onto the mural to represent the communities diversity. 

Authentic Chinese dragon
The dragon symbolizes prosperity and abundance. The dragon, also spelled in Chinese 
as lung, long, or loong, is powerful and can overcome all obstacles because it's valiant 
and heroic. It's also a great protector of the people and their wealth. 

African textile wrap with Puerto Rico Flag
There are also indigenous Taino Symbols placed over the Dragon that represents
The rich Puerto Rican community in the South End and Villa Victoria.

Cherry blossom tree
The cherry blossom signifies power in China, and according to the Chinese culture, it is 
also a symbol of feminine dominance. It indicates female beauty, it is often gifted as a 
symbol of life in this country. 

Asian style clouds

Chinese symbols for prosperity, luck, longevity, and double 
happiness



Installation methods

Exterior premium primer: Sherwin Williams Emerald Exterior Acrylic Latex Paint
● This premium paint and primer in one allows you to achieve stunning exterior results that stand the test 

of time in fewer coats.
● Offers premium performance that stands the test of time, coupled with exceptional beauty and excellent 

application.
● Offers resistance to blistering, peeling, fading and dirt pickup, as well as a mildew-resistant coating.
● Self-priming with a smooth, uniform appearance.
● Meets the most stringent VOC regulations and is backed by a limited lifetime warranty.

Exterior Aerosol Paint: Montana Gold
● Montana GOLD is the perfect tool for all artists and creative workers. The specially developed 

low-pressure system guarantees maximum accuracy to meet the highest requirements, while the 
high-covering and quick-drying acrylic lacquer provides ease and accuracy during painting with no 
cracking or color bleaching.

VANDLGUARD Clear Coat 
● Protects interior and exterior, painted and unpainted, vertical surfaces such as concrete, stucco, EIFS, 

brick, and wood while still letting the surface breathe.
● Apply with an airless sprayer or roller -- use one coat for 1 year of protection, 2 coats for 5 years of 

protection, and 3 coats for 10 years of protection.
● Dries clear with a semi-satin finish that will not yellow, crack, or peel over time.
● Protects surface up to 10 years and is eligible for a warranty.

Transformative Public Art: Souledad by Marka27



Thank you

Karin Goodfellow
Director of Public Art
Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture
Boston Art Commission

Victor “Marka27” Quiñonez
Artist

Sarah Rodrigo
Senior Public Art Project Manager
Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture

Lueteshia Raymond
Special Assistant to the Administrator
Boston Housing Authority


