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A Short History of Park Use
One Becomes Many

DESIGN INTENT
1895

Olmsted believed deeply that providing
designed scenery complimentary to
the natural context put visitors’ minds
at ease and improved both their mental
and physical health. His original design
for the park divided the space into two
parts, consolidating active program in the
“Ante Park”. The main park, or “Country
Park”, emphasized passive enjoyment
of scenery, and provided visitors the
opportunity to experience the dramatic
range of the New England landscape,
from open meadow to enclosed
woodland with rocky outcrops.

274 Franklin Park Action Plan

ATTRACTING VISITORS
1912

The Greeting, a primary component

of the original plan, intended both

for informal people watching and
programmed activities, was never fully
constructed. In 1912, the

200, free and open to the public, was
established with a design that
respected the layout and orientation
of The Greeting and extended through
Long Crouch Woods. It drew millions of
visitors to the park.

FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

CHANGES IN THE CENTER
1930s

As the country’s second oldest public
golf course, the central meadow was
used for informal play early in the park’s
history, and the acreage was officially
dedicated for single-use in the 1930s.
This represented a significant shift in
the park’s design and purpose -- an
open center dedicated to free, passive
recreation. This transition did, however,
preserve the open meadow character
of the land and protect it from being
replaced by other uses. As one of the
first courses to allow Black players,
users today still represent a wide range
of backgrounds.

CHANGES AT THE EDGES
1940s & 50s

Over the next decade, city government
continued to allow other interests to
locate large programs on park land,
including White Stadium (1944-49) and
Shattuck Hospital (1949). During this
period, the zoo transitioned to ticketed
admission and was no longer free. While
these changes provided important semi-
public programs, they impacted public
access to significant park territory and
fragmented the remaining fully-public
park acreage.

DISINVESTMENT & DIVERSE USE
1960s & 1970s

While the latter half of the 20th century
saw some program offerings expand
(more active recreation at The Playstead
and the inclusion of smaller playgrounds)
the city’s upkeep and investment in

the park declined, and historic park
features and the landscape were left

to deteriorate. Local activists and
organizations, like the Franklin Park
Coalition and Elma Lewis, took action
into their own hands, initiating clean-
ups, programming, and fundraising. Their
work drew attention to the park, and it
hosted important community events.

A SHARED ASSET
Looking Forward

Collaboration between in-park
stakeholders, like the zoo, golf course,
and Shattuck Hospital, to dissolve
physical and perceived boundaries as
much as possible is fundamental to the
future of Franklin Park. Investments in
new programs and amenities, to build

on the legacy of the many ways the park
has served its neighbors and to better
care for the park as a shared resource,
can broaden the role it plays as a place to
come together and serve its communities
for decades to come.
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What We Heard
Renew Resources & Protect Belonging

COMMUNITY NEEDS & WISHES

“It is and shall always
remain a beacon and essential
place for Boston’s African-
American community.”

“It is of most importance to highlight
Franklin Park’s history, both originally,
as well as what Franklin Park means
to our community.”

“l dream that | am going to the park
monthly for exciting programming
regarding history, elder care, literature,
language, book clubs, hiking clubs,
walking clubs, etc. | want the park to be a
major contributor to the life of the mind,

body, and spirit for all of Boston.”

“It would be great to really
showcase the history (Playstead,
Bear Den Ruins, other ruins in the
park), while showcasing some

contemporary changes.”

“l want Franklin Park to have a duality
1. To keep its essence of being family
oriented and a quiet space to hold
small gatherings. 2. Public events,
with touches of the major events that
Boston has to offer.”

“My biggest dream is the
development of a world class
performing arts venue named
after Elma Lewis...one has to know
the history of this park and the
neighborhood to appreciate this.”

“My hope is to keep Franklin
Park [a] historical green space
in the urban community and

make it vibrant.”

“[I want to see] better
spaces for community
picnics and bbgs with clean

and safe bathrooms.”

' o “[1 want to see] a safe

. o place for people of all ages
and ethnicities to enjoy the
outdoors through educational,
sporting, cultural and other
special events and activities.”

“[I want to see] ethnic summer
events throughout the year
celebrating Boston’s diversity.”

276 Franklin Park Action Plan FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

VALUES & GOALS

RECOMMENDATIONS: <

( )
Protect, maintain, and restore the park’s historic
HISTORY ? feature;. | :
\_ J
( )

COMMUNITY & CULTURE 3 Create major magnet destinations for larger gatherings

and programs, each with a distinct offering.

\_ J

Supplement the magnets by connecting and improving

the supporting park destinations.

\_ /

( )

BASIC NEEDS 3 Support park spaces and programs with durable park

furnishings.

\_ J
( )

Continue to partner with local groups to increase

PROGRAMMING ——>

programming opportunities and ensure that offerings
are reflective of the park’s diverse communities.

[

o

PROVIDE BASIC AMENITIES THROUGHOUT THE PARK &
ACTIVATE YEAR-ROUND

MAKE PEABODY CIRCLE & REFECTORY HILL A CIVIC GATEWAY

REINVEST IN THE PLAYSTEAD & LONG CROUCH WOODS AS A
DESTINATION FOR ARTS & RECREATION

MAKE ELLICOTTDALE A PLACE FOR GATHERING &
RELAXATION

INVEST IN THE ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS OF THE MAINTENANCE
YARD TO ACHIEVE STEWARDSHIP GOALS

INVEST IN SMALL DESTINATIONS TOO

\

J
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The Big Picture
Amplify Magnet Destinations

Investing in the Major Magnets
The park has a long legacy of serving many groups

Franklin Park was intended to serve as a common ground — a place for recreation, relaxation, and to experience in many different ways - from performance and The Playstead:
nature — welcoming all communities and bringing people together for shared experiences that support recreation to education and community building. - ’
: : : A Center for Arts
discovery, education, and mental and physical health. We must celebrate all it has to offer and build on its long SR el el i Wk lfor Mgl Eullielen )
each of their histories and amplify the programs & Recreation

legacy of serving many groups in many ways. Larger centers of activity must be complemented by smaller el e e 67 s SrEee, T her g

destinations distributed throughout the park. these four major destinations, each with a defined
identity and unique offerings.

Ellicottdale:
A Place for

Diversifying Destinations Gathering & Relaxation
The park already has many, much-loved centers of
activity. Larger destinations are often anchored by
stakeholder offerings (like the zoo or the stadium),
while smaller destinations are usually distributed and
repeat throughout the park. Clarifying the design

of each of these destinations and expanding their Peabody Circle:
programming where desirable will ensure that all A Civic Gateway
sides of the park can fully, and in distinct ways, serve

gatherings both large and small.

The Yard:

‘ 4 A Commitment to
o A lp (W Care & Stewardship
Protecting Historic Features ‘\ kg :
While most of the historic structures in the il )\ < ¢
park no longer exist or are in serious decline, < & S . . . .
they continue to draw visitors. The key o« ‘ TN Highlighting the Mini Magnets

remaining elements deserve a comprehensive Q1N "3; " The park’s smaller destinations include wide-ranging

conditions assessment and an updated g’&g«} ; o~ B " improvements and programming that support th(?
historic structures report to inform either \‘%} e\ ' - / day-to-day use of th? pa.rk. As opposed to the mr?ljor
s @F GURE SR e TR e, L\ ' 4l magnets, these destinations may repeat on multiple

e “ w S|.des' of ’fhe park, pr?motlng a more equitable .

7 distribution of certain programs and encouraging

PN g convenient and habitual use from the surrounding

Mini Magnets ‘i%’:lﬁ_‘g i neighborhoods. Sometimes situated at elevational

high or low points, mini magnets also allow visitors to

I High Points - Lookouts

- Low Points - Unique Ecologies

- Play & Education

experience the park’s dramatic topography.
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Olmsted’s Toolkit
Distinguish Uses

With nearby Franklin Field (now
Harambee Park) dedicated primarily
to sports and recreation, Olmsted
intentionally split Franklin Park
acreage into two zones, the majority
of which anticipated passive use.

As programmatic wants and needs
evolved through time, Franklin Park
shifted to include a heavier emphasis
on active recreation. The way he
used topography, built masonry,

and designed planting to structure
spaces for program was critical to
maintaining the unified experience
of a large park. Whether at rest or

at play, being together in nature
remains vital to the recuperative and

community-building experiences

THE PLAYSTEAD

A Place for Gathering & Recreation

The Playstead’s flat, open field was framed by woodlands
and designed for active recreation and education for
children, as well as activities that would gather large
crowds. These uses continue today, holding large

scale sporting events, music festivals, and community
celebrations. Informal rock outcrops and a carefully
designed overlook allowed for spectating to be an equally

important part of the experience of the space.

Franklin Park continues to offer today.

280 Franklin Park Action Plan
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ELLICOTTDALE

A Place for Informal Gathering
This small, open meadow bowl was
intended for lawn games, like tennis

and croquet. The more intimate scale of
the space and its setting within a valley
distinguished it from The Playstead and
the larger open meadow at the center of

the park. The space was supported by a Temporary lawn tennis was set up with nets

small cottage, one of several in the park, that could be rented from the nearby Ellicott

that offered food, changing rooms, and ~ °ttage:

sports equipment rentals.

PEABODY CIRCLE & REFECTORY HILL

An Animated Civic Gateway
The park’s main gateway was designed
to be a grand entrance and threshold
between the park and the city,
accommodating pedestrian, carriage,
and bicycle circulation with tree-lined
promenades where visitors could

see and be seen. Later the site of a

The Refectory, located on the hill adjacent
to Peabody Circle, served refreshments
outdoors and later was home to a public
sharing food and ideas. library.

public library branch and a restaurant,
Refectory Hill was a convening space for

THE NURSERY (TODAY’S MAINTENANCE YARD)

A Center for Stewardship

The Nursery originally served as a space
to grow trees for planting in the park.

As needs evolved, the city added other
maintenance functions to serve the
entire park system, but public access
has remained off-limits.

The palm house (c. 1924), one of several
greenhouses constructed to cultivate the
plants once found as understory throughout
the park.

The upper lawn hosts everyday gatherings,
like family reunions and birthday parties.

The zoo’s main entrance sits on Peabody
Circle and draws many visitors to the park;
there are opportunities for more public
cross-programming.

Today the maintenance yard is a complex
of buildings, stables, and greenhouses, and
serves Boston’s entire park system
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Support Everyday Use

Provide Basic Amenities Throughout the Park SUPPORTING PARK USE AND ENJOYMENT

In order for the park’s many offerings to be successful, basic amenities must be provided and upgraded to
support use and activity in all seasons. Access to critical infrastructure, like restrooms, water fountains, and

places to rest in the shade is essential in a park of this size if it is to truly serve neighbors young and old.

FURNISHING & AMENITIES RECOMMENDATIONS

Eqmtably Distribute Basic Needs
Locate restrooms in conjunction with major park
magnets at Ellicottdale and The Playstead and
potentially in the future in The Yard; Peabody Circle
is served by the existing restrooms in the golf
course clubhouse.
Provide water bottle filling stations at accessible
locations at major park magnets as well as along
the park’s primary paths throughout.
Locate trash and recycling near high-use areas,
like the park’s major magnets, playgrounds,
and periodically along primary paths; employ a
‘carry-in/carry-out’ policy in woodlands and other
natural areas.

Increase Seating
Locate benches in the shade along primary
park paths throughout the park to provide
comfortable resting places for users of all ages
without obstructing viewsheds; select furnishings
complementary to their context/setting.
Locate benches in primary gathering areas within
magnet destinations, adjacent to sports courts and
playgrounds for viewing.
Be selective in natural areas; keep furnishings
minimal, associated with more significant lookouts
or along the main path; consider using natural
materials to stay in keeping with the character of
the surrounding context.

Support Eating Outdoors
Expand BBQ locations in the park to include The
Tailgate Edge in The Playstead and the upper
lawn at Ellicottdale; locate picnic tables in The
Playstead’s Picnhic Grove and the upper lawn at
Ellicottdale; provide cafe tables and chairs on the
terrace at the Peabody ‘Front Porch’.

Final siting to be determined /
as part of future study.

Existing amenities at the Golf
Course Clubhouse.

Final siting to be determined
as part of future study.

Proposed Furnishings & Amenities

Seating along Pedestrian Path

Comfort Station Structure/Shelter Picnic Tables As a general guideline, furnishings should
be dark in color to recede in to the

Benches BBQ Pits landscape and should reflect the historic
character of the park.

Restrooms Cafe Tables & Chairs

Water Fountain / Bottle Filling Station Bike Parking / Bike Racks

Equipment Rentals Dog Park / Dog Run

800G 00}
SNHDLEE

Water bottle filling station.

Vending Fitness Station
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Activate Year-Round
Enhance & Expand Programs Parkwide

Physical improvements and investments throughout the park will enable the enhancement and expansion of

existing programs and events and support opportunities for many new programs throughout the year.
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. ‘ ‘ ‘ . ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Elma Lewis Playhouse Programs ‘ .
Festivals & o S — "
. ookouts, picnics, reunions, birthday parties
Gatherings

Outdoor Movies Boston Public Schools - Concerts/Plays
Temporary Art Exhibits Temporary Art Exhibits Temporary Art Exhibits

Q.PP"
Ice Skating goad Weekdays Playstead Golf Lessons

b5 i
OO‘I\e RaC ‘ —“O’Q
— XC Skiing and Snow Shoeing ‘ Softball XC Meets, Races, Walks e

e
Athletics &
. Assorted field sports
Fitness

o QS(\
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( ) S ) ‘(\00\9 o ey i
; 1009‘6 700 SO 709 = Ea(’&\"o 100?“3 Boston Lights: A Lantern Experience Leaf Peeping

Park Stakeholder

Events
Partner School Events Summer Camps in White Stadium White Stadium Friday Night Football
Program Maintained
Invasive Species Removal Invasive Species Removal Partner School Events ‘ 9

‘ Program Enhanced/
Expanded

‘ Ideas for New
or Reintroduced
Program
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Celebrate Winter in the Park
Increase Seasonal Access & Programming

Each season in Franklin Park brings its own magic to the landscape. This is especially true during times when the
entire park is blanketed in snow and boundaries between programs and uses become blurred, bringing a special
focus to the topography that unifies the landscape. Many users expressed the desire to increase opportunities to

use the park during this season through expanded access and additional programming unique to these months.

WINTER USE RECOMMENDATIONS

Provide Winter Access
Expand the network of plowed primary loops
and paths, main entrances, and parking areas to
provide access to residents on all sides of the park
from the edge to a primary loop path.

Designate Areas for Winter Activities
Allow access through the golf course during the
off-season winter months via designated trails
that can be used for cross-country skiing or snow-
shoeing, giving visitors the chance to experience
the expansive open center of the park.
Use White Stadium or The Playstead to set up a
temporary ice skating rink.
Designate certain trails in The Wilderness for
snow-shoeing.
Allow sledding on the hill at Ellicottdale.

286 Franklin Park Action Plan FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Winter Nature Walk

OPPORTUNITIES FOR WINTER USE

Sledding on Park Hills

Proposed Winter Access & Activities

Plowed Paths & Parking

Designated Winter Golf Course Path

Snow Shoe Wilderness Trail

==
==
®

Cross Country Skiing

Ice Skating at White Stadium or The Playstead

Sledding at Ellicottdale

Existing Structure Serving as Support Facility for
Equipment Rentals & Lessons, Warming, and Food
& Beverage

FOR PUBLIC COMMENT  Recommendations | Amplify Magnet Destinations
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Make a Civic Gateway
Peabody Circle & Refectory Hill

Peabody Circle & Refectory Hill form the eastern entrance into the park. Dominated almost entirely by vehicular
uses today, the space is ready to be reconceptualized as a grand, welcoming gateway into the park as envisioned
in Olmsted’s original design. Connected to Blue Hill Ave and the neighborhoods beyond, it will support a range of

community programs -- including partnerships with the Zoo -- all under the shade of a 100-year-old oak grove.

KEY CHALLENGES

¢ Vehicle-Dominated Experience
e Unceremonial & Unannounced
e Underutilized Space

e Lack of Presence at the
Street Edge

The Peabody Circle street edge along Blue Hill Avenue.

4 wv»; .

2

PEABODY CIRCLE RECOMMENDATIONS

e Consolidate Vehicular Circulation to
Make a Place for People

® Create a Welcoming Edge and Make
Spaces for Gathering

¢ Prioritize Shade by Extending the

Park’s canopy A line-dancing fitness class held in the Refectory Hill
parking area.

The zoo’s main entrance along Franklin Park Road.

288 Franklin Park Action Plan FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
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Peabody Circle &
Refectory Hill:

How can the park’s
main entrance
become a place

of gathering and
exchange?

Franklin Park Action Plan

Clarify Circulation

Consolidate vehicular and bus circulation to return a
significant portion of Peabody Circle to pedestrian park
space.

Establish a Welcoming Entrance

Create a generous pedestrian threshold along Blue
Hill Avenue to increase access and engage street life;
maintain the existing bus stop on Blue Hill Avenue.

FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Activate the Center

Mark the historic Peabody Circle with a paved plaza with
space for community events and markets. Events should
consider impacts of noise on zoo animals.

Q Create Space for Outdoor Learning

Insert terraced seating shaded with canopy trees to

provide space for education and gatherings for groups of

all sizes.

FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

@ Reconfigure Parking

Remove parking from the center and create a new lot on
Refectory Hill that is embedded in canopy.

@ Celebrate the Zoo

Engage the zoo’s main entrance and allow for shared use
of the space for programming and events.

Recommendations | Amplify Magnet Destinations
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Make it a Place for People
Consolidate Vehicular Circulation

Today’s Peabody Circle and Refectory Hill are dominated by cars and buses, a complicated network of roads,
and parking that is difficult to navigate, with the Refectory Hill parking lot often gated and locked. MBTA Transit
stops are confusing and distributed throughout the entrance, and wide roads with heavy traffic make pedestrian

crossing difficult. By reorganizing vehicular circulation, park space can be reconnected and expanded, elevating

the pedestrian visitor experience and giving land back to more flexible community use.

PEABODY CIRCLE CIRCULATION
RECOMMENDATIONS

Redesign Vehicular Circulation
Consolidate vehicular movement to one entry and
exit along Franklin Park Road in front of the zoo;
restrict vehicular access to the ‘circle’.

Consolidate Transit Stops

Remove bus staging/idling from inside the park and
locate bus stops together in a visible and accessible
location.

Restore the historic head house at the corner of Existing Peabody Circle, dominated by parking and car and

. . bus circulation.
Blue Hill Avenue as a covered transit shelter.

Reconfigure Parking with a New Lot on
Refectory Hill

Relocate parking from Peabody Circle to Refectory
Hill and the expanded lot along Circuit Drive, aside
from accessible parking spaces.

Expand parking on Refectory Hill with a lot designed

for entry and exit from Franklin Park Road within
the park.

Announce Arrival

Use vehicular-scale sighage to announce the park’s
main entrance and direct visitors to nearby parking
areas for primary destinations (like the zoo, golf
course, and The Playstead).

Parking embedded in tree canopy.

Franklin Park Action Plan FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

EXISTING

Golf Course

Gircuit Drive

\ Refecto rT/ Hill—

Zc_>_o Main Entrance

ul OF

()

>

=

=

0

o

o

B

py)

S — \Westbound Traffic
lo.

Eastbound Traffic
Bus Stop

Q Parking

PROPOSED

Golf Course

Simplified Vehicular Entry/Exit

The Front Porch

" —\\estbound Traffic
Peabody Plaza

Eastbound Traffic

|

O,

@

@ New Pedestrian Entrance
@

®

G

@

)
Stepped Seating Grove @ Bus Stop
Refectory Hill Parking \ Q Parking
Expanded Circuit Drive Parking Bike Share
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Create a Welcoming Edge
Make SpaCeS for Gathel"iﬂg PEABODY CIRCLE GATHERING SPACES

Peabody Circle connects the Dorchester neighborhood to Franklin Park, but there is limited space for park users @ . b & text

. .

along this ceremonial gateway. The area resulting from reconfigured vehicular circulation in Peabody Circle . &% ® - . Columbia Road €53 Gathering Spaces & Connections
&

provides new opportunities to create flexible gathering spaces, increase access along Blue Hill Avenue, and to give . TheZoo A
proper presence to the park’s main entrance and the zoo’s front door. Dorchester residents shared ideas for cross- & ¢
programming and year-round activation for the shared plaza, amphitheater, and ‘front porch’. ' Q @ ?

PEABODY CIRCLE STRATEGIES

Peabody Plaza
Zoo Main Entrance

The Front Porch

Stepped Seating Grove

Outdoor Learning Sit in the Shade

PDO®d®O

Make a New ‘Front Porch’
Transform a portion of the perimeter wall along

(0)
x
o
S
I
Blue Hill Avenue into an outward-facing ‘Front g)
Q

Porch’ with long, wide steps with open views and
pedestrian access into the park. New steps should
follow the historic character of other steps in the

park.
Maintain ADA accessible entrances to the east and

west of this new entrance. The Golf Course Markets ~ Chess & Checkers Food Trucks

Locate a shaded terrace at the top with flexible
furnishings for eating lunch and watching street life.
Advocate for a widened sidewalk of at least 12’ with the Zoo.

street tree planting along Blue Hill Avenue. THE NEW FRONT PORCH
Anchor the Space
Replace the parking at Peabody Circle with a
shaded pedestrian plaza, while maintaining space
for convenient accessible parking; mark the
extents of the original circle with the plaza’s design;
maintain the central circle with historic canopy
trees.
Design the flexible plaza so it functions for both
day-to-day use, as well as larger gatherings
like outdoor fitness classes, space for parade
spectating, markets and festivals, and civic events.

Collaborate with the zoo and a local artist on
a public art installation, such as bronze animal
sculptures that greet visitors and make for an

iconic meeting place.

Engage the Hillside
- Create a stepped seating grove on the Refectory
Hill slope for shared programming between the
community and the zoo. Use stone seating and
steps in keeping with the character of the park

masonry and set in the shade of new canopy trees.

-

Outdoor terraced seating can serve individuals and groups.

FOR PUBLIC COMMENT  Recommendations | Amplify Magnet Destinations 295
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Prioritize Shade
Extend the Park’s Canopy

Peabody Circle is home to many mature trees across several landscape characters, but expanses of car-oriented
paving leaves large areas devoid of shade and discourages pedestrian use. The Blue Hill Avenue side is left exposed
with few large trees holding the park edge, limiting places for respite for those waiting for the bus on hot summer
days. Reconfiguring the vehicular circulation not only creates more space for gathering, it allows the landscape to
be stitched back together through new tree planting, making for a more gradual transition to the natural areas of

the park beyond.
PEABODY CIRCLE PLANTING STRATEGIES

Increase Shade
Plant new canopy trees to form a shady grove
over terraced outdoor seating and on the shaded
flat surrounding the plaza to frame the space and
provide separation from the street.
Consider a range of species to increase diversity
within the primarily Red Oak canopy in this area of

the park, while maintaining the scale and overall

har r of th nopy. Consider clim han . . .
character of the canopy. Consider climate change Peabody Circle and City Hall Plaza are the same size - about

7 acres; the renovation of Peabody Circle would provide the
opportunity to create a new large scale park space at the
park’s main entrance.

projections when selecting species.

Introduce understory and shrub species within
the wooded embankment as it transitions into the
park’s woodlands.

CANOPY FROM HIGH TO LOW

Flexible Programming
The stepped seating grove is a
flexible community space that can
host a variety of programming from
an outdoor classroom for schools
nearby to a children’s performance
space, to a shady spot to eat lunch.

NN

N ;

PEABODY CIRCLE PLANTING
Proposed Landscape Character
- Wooded Embankment

- Sloping Grassland with Canopy Trees

- Open Lawn with Tree Groves

The Golf Course

The Value of Shade

One of Peabody’ Circle’s most valuable
assets is the mature canopy trees,
which bring a grand sense of scale and
provide essential shade (in contrast to
the lack there of along Blue Hill Avenue).
By removing excess paving and
extending the canopy throughout the
area, Peabody Circle will become an
important civic gathering space at the
edge of the park and reduce the heat
island effect along Blue Hill Avenue.

Future Refectory
Hill Parking

Stepped Seating Grove

296 Franklin Park Action Plan FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Shaded Flat

Peabody Plaza
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Reinvest in a Destination for Arts & Recreation
The Playstead & Long Crouch Woods

The Playstead, home to gatherings around sports, theater, music, and community activism, has been a

particularly important part of the history of the park’s Black and brown communities. Intense use and under-
resourced maintenance has impacted the health of the landscape and in turn, its ability to serve the community.
With investment, resilience can return, and with the Zoo, White Stadium, and a new Elma Lewis Playhouse as

anchors, this area can continue to serve as a civic center, celebrating community, recreation, and the arts.

KEY CHALLENGES

e Decreased Landscape Resiliency

e Important Historic Structures in
Disrepair

e Limited Access to Amenities

e Confusing Circulation

THE PLAYSTEAD RECOMMENDATIONS

e Return the ElIma Lewis Playhouse to
The Overlook

¢ Introduce Nature Play into Long
Crouch Woods

e Reimagine the Bear Dens & Design —————————

for Flexible Use e

e Make Spaces for Tailgating &
Spectating in The Playstead

¢ Make Connections by Removing
Barriers & Sharing Resources

¢ Link Destinations & Use Planting to
Define Circulation

Existing Bus Stop

THE WILDERNESS A y e : > : :' Phrlio
| ) ' | g Lot
s B - 8 ‘ ¢ A . "-.‘ £ ] \ - e S 3 h Q %
Kids day camp in The Playstead. b AL [ ‘
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The Playstead:

How can The
Playstead better
support its many
activities?

300 Franklin Park Action Plan

@ ExpandShade

Use canopy trees to provide much-needed shade in
gathering spaces and along primary circulation routes to
make comfortable spaces for walking and spectating.

Increase Function & Durability

Establish the fields as the park’s main space for sports
and active recreation and large festivals and events;
rebuild them to manage stormwater to better handle
heavy-use throughout the year.

FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

€ Provide Spaces for Gathering & Spectating

Create spaces supported by canopy trees and seating to
watch the life of the park, encouraging intergenerational
park use.

Celebrate Art & Performance

Restore The Overlook ruins and create a multi-purpose
space fo