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AGENDA

Project Team Introduction

Project Overview

Presentation
 History and Context
 Programming
 Analysis 

Listening & Discussion

Closing Remarks & Next Steps
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PROJECT TEAM    
INTRODUCTION
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PROJECT TEAM

amy.linne@boston.gov or 617-961-3045

gcraiglucas@sasaki.com or 617-923-5344

ksargent@sasaki.com or 617-923-7216

Amy Linne

Garrett Craig-Lucas 

Kira Sargent  

Project Manager

Project Manager, Sasaki 

Landscape Architect, Sasaki 

alize.cabral@boston.gov

Alize Cabral
Mayor's Office of Neighborhood Services

zchrisco@sasaki.com or 617-926-3300

Zach Chrisco
Principal-In-Charge, Sasaki
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     PROJECT                            
    OVERVIEW
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PROJECT SCHEDULE | DESIGN PROCESS
FIELD RENOVATION

We are here! 

Design Meeting 1

Design Development 
+ Construction 
Documents

Start of Construction Anticipated Field 
Opening

APRIL  SUMMER 2023 FALL 2023

Design Meeting 1 Design Meeting 3 Design Development 
+ Construction 
Documents

Start of Construction Anticipated Park 
Opening

Design Meeting 2

PARK RENOVATION

APRIL  JUNE AUGUST  DECEMBER SUMMER 2024MAY  
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PROJECT APPROACH
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CITY OF BOSTON PRIORITIES
• Expanding walkable access to parks

• Addressing equity

• Climate resilience

• Health

• Housing and community building
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• Accessible and available to all

• Diverse, balanced, and efficient mix of uses

• Meaningful and inclusive community engagement

• Adaptive and resilient landscapes

• Promote connections

PARKS AND RECREATION GOALS

12April 12th, 2023 - Ceylon Park - Design Meeting 1



     PRESENTATION 
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History + Context
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BRYANT PARK, NYC

King Jr.

N
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Surrounding Green Spaces

Children's Park Brunswick-King Play Area King K-6 Field King K-6 Basketball Court

King K-6 Playground Quincy/Stanley Play Area Barry St. Community Quincy/Coleman Garden
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a. Abutter

a. Local Resident (Non-Abutter)

b. Student, Staff, or Parent at a local school

c. Employee at a local business

d. Local business owner

e. Visit the park for sporting events

f. Other

What is your relationship to the neighborhood and 
Ceylon Park? 
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What is special about Ceylon Park? How is it special 
compared to other parks in the neighborhood?
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Acquired by the City of Boston in 
1923, the Park and Playground are 
100 years old! 

The historic character of the 
neighborhood carries through the 
park in the form of rolling lawns 
and an abundance of mature 
trees.

An Historic Park 

Photograph from City of Boston Archives Mature Shade Trees Summer 2022
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By the mid 1900s a large 
open sports field, a pool, and 
restrooms shaped the site

1964

An Evolving Park

Sources: 

Atlascope: https://www.atlascope.org/ and 

BPDA Boston Atlas: https://www.bostonplans.org/3d-data-maps/historical-maps/the-boston-atlas/single-
sheet-historical-maps 

18741870
In the late 1800s, the road network  
and buildings surrounding the 
site were not yet fully constructed. 
Columbia road had not yet been 
realigned

Early maps of the area depict the 
dramatic topography still evident on 
site today 

This map depicts the neighborhood 
10 years after the City of Boston 
acquired the park in 1923

1933
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N

1991

1993

2008
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1969
 ö Basketball Court
 ö Pool & Play Area
 ö Baseball Field

Boston Parks & Recreation

Carol R. Johnson & Associates, Inc.

Wallace, Floyd, Associates Inc.

Weston & Sampson

 ö Sloping Pathways
 ö Sledding Slope
 ö Lower Play Area
 ö Upper Lawn

 ö Ceylon Playground

 ö Turf Field Install
 ö Amphitheater
 ö Splash Pad

BASEBALL

TENNIS

PLAY-
GROUND

UPPER 
LAWN

AMPHITHEATER
PLAY 

PLAY 
AREA

SPLASH PAD

REST 
ROOMS

SLEDDING
LAWN

BASKETBALL

BASEBALL
TURF FIELD

POOL

Previous Renovations
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2008 Renovations
In 2008, the park underwent significant 
renovations, including: the sports field, upper 
play area, lower play area, and community 
event space 

Updated Entrance 
&  Plantings

Street Trees

Amphitheater

Playground/
Splash pad

Retaining Wall 
Modifications

Field 
Renovation

Invasive Species  
Management & 

Plantings
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Why Renovate Today? 
Update a much-loved community 
Park to 21st Century standards

Improve Access Landscape Management

Upgrade the Field 

Installed in 2008, the 
Turf field has outlived 
its lifespan, typically 10 
years. 
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Why Renovate Today? 
Celebrate existing character 
while update aging materials 

Celebrate Historic Materials Update Paving

Materials Repair

?

Refresh Play

New Seating 

Welcoming Entries 

Increase Lighting
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a. Playground at Magnolia St

b. Basketball court

c. Sports field

d. Columbia RD entrance

e. Improve accessibility

f. Improve lighting

g. Seating

Which areas should be prioritized for renovation? 
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What is your biggest concern about Ceylon Park?
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Programming
 

How is Ceylon Park used?
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Photo of community member Yolanda Rodrigues. Photo by Yoon S. Byun/Boston Globe 

Photo of sports field following the 2008 renovation - Photo by Weston and Sampson 

Photo of lower play area and amphitheater following the 2008 renovation - Photo by Weston and Sampson 

A Place for Gathering + Play
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1,500+

2 

47%

Playground 
areas totaling 
27,000 sq. ft. 

Active Use 
Areas 

Students from 3 
schools within a 
5 minute walk  

A Place for Gathering + Play
N
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Play Elements

Basketball 
Ages 2-Adult

Water PlaySoccer Climbing, Stepping
Ages 2-Adult Ages 2-12yrsAges 1-12yrs
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Play Elements - Upper Play

Sliding
Ages 2-12yrs

Climbing, Pulling
Ages 5-12yrs

Swinging
Ages 2-12yrs

Stepping, Crawling 
Ages 1-12yrs
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Turf Field Renovation 

32April 12th, 2023 - Ceylon Park - Design Meeting 1



Amenities
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a. Daily 

b. Multiple times a week

c. Weekly

d. Monthly

e. A few times a year

f. Once a year / Infrequently

g. Never

How often do you visit Ceylon Park?
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a. Sports at the Turf Field

b. Informal sports

c. Basketball

d. Play at the upper 

playground

e. Splash Pad

What do you typically do at Ceylon Park? 

f. Walk / Exercise

g. Cooking/Grilling/

Picnicking

h. Sit on Benches / Relax

i. Social Gatherings

j. Other
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What is your favorite place or event at Ceylon Park? 
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Analysis
 

How is Ceylon Park performing?

37April 12th, 2023 - Ceylon Park - Design Meeting 1



Invasive Species at Overgrown Slope

Entry Planting Overgrown Mature trees create shaded areas and define the character of Ceylon Park

Natural Landscape 
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41

1.6 

.75 

Mature Trees
(+ 20 years old)

Acres of 
Lawns

Acres of 
planted 
areas
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Natural Landscape 
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40'of Elevation 
Change
 
1:2 planted 
slope 

Dramatic Topography 
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.7 Miles to 
Upham's Corner 

Columbia Road 

Route 16 Bus 
Stop at Columbia Rd 
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Miles to Four 
Corners / Geneva 
Commuter Rail 

.7 

.5 

Miles to 
Franklin Park 

Arrival
N

41April 12th, 2023 - Ceylon Park - Design Meeting 1



Moving through the Park 
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50 

1,200

550

Ft of 
Elevation 
Change

Ft of 
Inaccessible 
Pathways

Ft of 
Accessible 
Pathways

N
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a. By foot

b. By bike

c. By car

d. By bus

e. By Train

How do you get to Ceylon Park?
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Which entrance to Ceylon Park 
do you use most often?
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N

Consistent slopes  and 
large trees frame key 
views throughout the 
park.

Visibility between spaces 
is limited by overgrown 
species on the slope, as 
well as narrow entryways 
along Magnolia Street

Key View Locations

MAGNOLIA ST

L
A

W
R

E
N

C
E

 A
V

E

G
R

E
E

N
H

E
Y

S
 S

T

CEYLON ST

CEYLON PARK

IN
T

E
R

V
A

L
E

 S
T

COLUMBIA RD

45April 12th, 2023 - Ceylon Park - Design Meeting 1



N

11

7

Surrounding 
Street Lights

Sports Field 
Lights

Most lighting is 
provided by street 
lights and sports field 
lighting 

Lighting at Field, Court, and Streets
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LISTENING & 
DISCUSSION
 

4
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a. What do you like most about Ceylon Park?

b. What would you like to see in this renovation?

c. Are there any amenities that would make it easier to have 

community gatherings? 

d. What do you think is missing from Ceylon Park? 

e. Would you like to see different kinds of play equipment or 

play areas? Do you have a favorite playground?

f. Are there any areas of Ceylon Park that are not used a lot?

g. What are your biggest suggestions for Ceylon Park? 

Discussion Prompts
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CLOSING 
REMARKS & NEXT 
STEPS

5
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Thank You!
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Improvements to Ceylon Park
Project Information

amy.linne@boston.gov or 617-961-3045

Full Link: https://www.boston.gov/
departments/parks-and-recreation/

improvements-ceylon-park

Full Link: https://survey.alchemer.
com/s3/7293769/Ceylon-Park-

Renovation

Short Link: www.boston.gov/
ceylon-park

Short Link: bit.ly/CeylonSurvey

Amy Linne

Project Website Survey Link

Project Manager
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