Dear Franklin Park neighbors and friends,
A Plan for Action

With $28 million in funding from the City of Boston dedicated to improvements in the park {including $5 miilion
for a maintenance endowment), the purpose of the 18-month planning effort is to understand the plans that have
come before it, what is werking and isn't working in the park, and how surreunding neighborhoods want to make
investments for its future. Ongoing community engagement is designed to enable park users and neighbors to
become partners in creating a shared vision for the future and determining how that money is spent.

The following pages are a working draft of the Action Plan team's analysis of historic and existing conditions
in Franklin Park. This draft is a preview of the work that will be discussed in the upcoming public workshop
and engagement throughout the summer. For more information on upcoming engagement and feedback
opportunities, visit the project website: www.FranklinParkActionPlan.com.
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Created from your feedback

Beginning in November 2019, the Action Plan team reached out to the communities surrounding Franklin Park to
understand how people use the park, hear favorite memories, and gather ideas for how their experiences could be
improved through future investment. Community partners and neighbors have been instrumental in spreading the
word and expanding our reach- thank you! We have connected with you through the following outreach efforts:
Over 6,000 responses o the community survey
- 2,900 households by neighborhood canvassing
Over 300 people by attending community and park events

Nearly 300 people at community workshop #1
..and many others through park signage, comments sent through the project website, and the online mini-poll
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Understanding the Park

These summaries capture our current understanding of the park's
historic and existing conditions through four themes. We have separated
the work for clarity, but each theme informs the other so you will find
some overlap between the summaries, Below is a quick list of what you'll
find highlighted in each theme as a starting point.

The Action Plan does not formally include all areas of the park (as shown
on the map). However, it is important to understand the park as a whele.

The work reflects the relationship between these elements to inform

future decision making.

In the summaries, you will learn about:

History
= Pre-park history & the original character of the land
- The park’s design intent & its relationship to the city

- How the park and the surrounding communities
have evolved over time

- HKey challenges and opportunities as we think about
the park's next century

Communities

+ Engagement and outreach to date

- Surrounding demographics and public health
»  Community and park stewards

- Places, programs, park architecture, and utilities

Connections

- Regional and city open space systems
«  Transit connectivity

- Park edges and entries

= Park eirculation and parking

«  Public awareness and wayfinding

Ecology

» Drainage and infrastructure
«  The park's urban forest

«  Ecological habitats and soils
- Heritage trees

- Park maintenance
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Connections

Assets Become Barriers
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Regional Asset, Neighborhood Park
The City’s Largest Open Space

Franklin Park is Boston's largest open space and the final link of The Emerald Necklace. With a diverse array of
nearby open spaces and urban parks, what unique role can Franklin Park play for both surrounding neighborhoods

and the city at large?

The park must first and foremost serve its
surrounding neighborhoods, but the opportunity
exists to welcome regional communities and visitors

to connect with a landscape unlike anywhere else in

the city.

Regional Transit Connections
Franklin Park is accessible to many

gammunities withina30-minute transit ride,

Regional Opan Space Network (left)
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Open Space Connections

Franklin Park s surrotinded by a diverse

array of neighborhood open spaces: It s

alst Integral to a larger open space network
axtending to the Charles Rivar (via the Emerald
Meckiace) and Downtown Boston {via the
Southwest Corridor),

Surrounding Open Space Network (right)
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Under the Radar
Inconsistent Messaging Limits Awareness

The areas around Franklin Park are well-served by mass transit connections to Downtown. Five negarby Orange
Lineand Commuter Rail Stations are located within a moderate walking distanee from the park, butlack adeqguate
signage or wayTinding to guide visitors to park entrances. Local bus routes serve the park, especially the Blua Hill

Ave.antrance, but most bus stops are in poor conditionand are located along busy roads with few crossing points:

Popular Online Searches Top Search Results for ‘Franklin Parlk®

reh terme wrimarily reiated to the zoo and the The varlaety of web pages related to Franklin Park means inot

Whether arriving from nearby transit or searching

online, the park’s identity is unclear and often “ E , SN

focused on Franklin Park Zoo. As a city-wide

resource, communicating the park’s presence and full

Franklin Park 1 . L —— 9

range of offerings is critical to welcoming new users.

Framklin Park Zoo

Blrections f Address [ Map

Events & Athlatics

| Neartyy Businesses

< " Public Transit Access
] Crime & Safaty
: L' ona map, the Park appears to be a short | : =
| 'ﬁ walk from many modes of transit but nearty
A kst T Google Maps locate the zoo, golf course, stadium,
stations lack signage identifying routes to the Sl
andl haspital within the park, but do not highllight
(e park. As aresult, conpnections from the Orange ;
; ' ‘Franklin Park® as the place that contains these
= Line and Coammutar Ral are underutiiized
o : d cdestinations. The label for the Park is not as strong
“‘36__,- F i Transit Lines arthoss for tha indiidual pleces wWithin
f':‘ stnars T asewr HF ; i as thosa for the Individual pleces within |t
g — ETA Red Line
E‘E' o ! ' NN
A — R _— META Orange Line \ " -
A il LT : #FranklinPark on social media produces parks
— e nrrrLTEr Rl L L s o) By o across the country, while #franklinparkboston reveals maora
""" 9 accurate l[ocation results.
— BuUS Routes Fiasms bait Plasriasd f
- ) — ey Bus Routes 7 e [ Where is strankiinpark stranklinparkboston ?
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Forest Hills Station
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Barriers to Entry

Topography and Maintenance Challenges

Discourage Access

Edges can be welcoming frames for park life or exclusive barriers that hinder access. An examination of edges,

beginning with the physical perimeter and extending into the parlk and surrounding neighborhoods, reveals where

better access and visibility can welcome all users.

Elements originally intended to create a welcome separations between

park and city now create barriers to access, Busy traffic intensifies this

divide. Future work should address barriers at the edges to improve

pedestrian and bicycle access from the adjacent neighborhoods.

4 -I:Hﬂ'l""h'l"-fl'r

Inconsistent Edge
Stretches of the park penmetear
along Seaver Street, Forest Hilks
Streef, and Morton Sireet lack
paved sidewallks, which creates
unzafe pedestrian conditions

along busy roads.

Crosswalks, Entries,
and Edges

— ahicle Access
=== Rastricted Vehicle Access
— Pavad Perimeter Siclewalk

i - Srosswalk

0 Erimary Pedestrian
Entrance

£ Secondary Pedestrian
¥
r Entrances

PFrimary Vehicle
@ Entrance

Forest Hills Street and Walnut Avenue

Blue Hill Avenue

NEARBY NEIGHBORHOODS:
Jamaica Plain

ENTRANCES: 7
CROSSWALHS: o

NEARBY PARK SPACES:

Flivystead, Wilderness

NEARBY NEIGHBORHOODS:
Dorcnester

ENTRANCES: 3
CROSSWALHS: 6

HEARBY PARK SPACES: Joo,

Golf Course, Cinouit Loop

Arborway and Morton Street

NEARBY NEIGHBORHODDS:
Rosiindale, Jamaiea Plain
ENTRANCES: 3
CROSSWALKS: 5

Seaver St.

NEARBY NEIGHBEORHODDS:
Hoxbairy

ENTRANCES: 3
CROSSWALKS: 7

MNEARBY PARK SPACES: Long

Crouch Woods, Playstead, Jo0

NEARBY NEMGHBORHOODDE:
Dorchester, Mattapan
ENTRANCES: &

CROSEWALKS: &

HEARBY PARK SPACES: Goilf
Course, Playgrounds, Scarbaing

Pand, Clroult Loop

3O

+ NEARBY PARK SPACES: Scarbore

Pord ard HIllL, Sh

£3% of survey respondents said they

Secondary Vehicle
Entrance

ittuck Pienic Aren, . .
PO Fio e Ares typically arrive by walking or running, while
Tha WHderrerss, Ci

Uil LoD
17% sald they typleally arrive by bleyele,
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Quiet Streets, Multiple Entries
Forest Hills Street and Walnut Avenue

Abundant entrances serve the Jamaica Plain community. opening ohto a diverse range of spaces with-active and

PARK EDGE

DEWRLN OESTFUMTTICHS

passive uses, including the Playstead and White Stadium, El Parquesito Playground, Glen Road, and The Wilderness:

META Orange Line connections including Stony Brook, Green Street, and Forest Hills-Stations are-all withina

{B=-minute wall;, but lack posted information about the Park or how to reach it.

Pedestrian access from Jamaica Plain is easy - but

only if you know where you are going. Posted signage PEDESTRIAN PEDESTRIAN
i 4 ¥ going gnag SIDEWALK — 1 S SIDEWALK
along walking and biking routes from the Orange Sus GF SUFVEY FeSTONAEHES e
Line and enhanced wayfinding in The Wilderness can sald they access the park from
gt FRANKLIN PARK FOREST HILLS STREET SAMAICA PLAIN
Forast Hills Streat and 21% said
improve access for new users as well. _ ) ¢ i i 3
Walnut Ave., maldng this the
secand st-used edge - .
ghealacllodi 4 What are the barriers? Where are the Connections?
@) oitficult Passage ) Denseand Disorienting Arrival a Multiple Entrances
Fance, walls, and lght/utility poles Arrlving into the Wilderness can Many entry palnts bring users to
* (@) stony Brook : Gy :
i leave little room for pedestrians on De disorianting Tor new visitors, arange of active and passive use
perimeter walliweays. Forest Hills A dense woodland understory SpACes
Straet has long stretoles of unpaved with thickets of invasive Glossy
o 11 e PR - : a Transit Access
P e e by tor sldewalk, chain link fencing. Thara Buckthorn and Japaness Knotweed
Only park edge not bound 3 Eorest Hills fofE man e tha asst)
continuoushy by roads iz’ no pedestrian Walkway along the inhibit views inte the park, making DR ERIGADTE TRAY tha sast ),
(E ¥ 150y Dy 1O o ’ L = -~ - - i
AL y o Giaas sagt- and Sto 3 e faff
park perimeter between Forest Hills it cifficult to Tind your weay and can BT et AL S0 S0 DR A
Streat and Walnut Ave, feal unaafe map to the North) META stops are

viithin a 15-minute walk of the park.

R e

e Continuous Canopy

Mature canopy trees sxtend the

Community Memory

My 2on's fourth birthday party was at the
character of the Wildermess, unifying
Willams Street entrance to the park. We

park and neighborhood.

@& |
g

Farest
Hills

ploriced, made snawrmen, explored the
small ‘river’, it was magic. The funnel 1o
the park from Willlams Street entrance
i5 like Narnia in the snow, | loved pulling a
shed through it with my kids and walking

into our neighborhood winter wonderiand.

- Jamaica Plain Resident, Acton Plan Survey
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Dangerous Crossing, Difficult Entry

Seaver Street

Very few entrances along Seaver Street sarve the Roxbury community. The adjacent neighborhiood is one of

the densest residential districts surrounding the Park, but busy traffic, reck ledges, and fences separate the

community from the most actively-programmed areas of the park.

Although access is available between Humboldt and
Elm Hill Avenues, the Park’s densest residential edge is
also challenged with the most difficult access. Ensuring
safe crossings and improving entries into the park can

welcome many more Roxbury neighbors. The Zoo and

Park can also project a more unified identity at the street
as a beacon to welcome visitors arriving from near and far.

9 Frankfin Park Actlon Plan  DRAFT ANALYSIS

el o i . T "
501 survey respondents

27

3

said they typically access the

park frodn Seaver St

Roxbury residaents ranked car emiEsions and

nolse poliution as theatr top environmeantal

health concern, followed by dangerous traffic

Source: Boston Public Health Commission

@A

<1 - 25% of people-living In Lowear
Roxbury spaak anothar Indo
Eurapean language as-a first

language

s

200 EDGE

FRAMNKLIN PARK

ROXBURY

iy

What are the barriers?

Rock Ladge and Zoo Fence
Rock ledoes craata an impassabile
barrier and block views Into the park,
The Zoo fence projects an exciusive
and uninviting image of the Park to

tha naighbarbood

Inconsistent Sidewalk
The sidewalk ks interrupted
with many obstructions and i

precariously narrow Froem Humibololt

Avie To Efmn Hill Ave, Variatons in

material and width create safety and

universal access :".’!.".!l-"-‘l'l«l:l-'-'i.-'.

@ Heavy Traffic

Four lanes of vehicular traffic and
twa lanes of parking create a nalsy

barrier of constantly-moving traffic;

Dead-End Crosswalks

Crosswalks at Harold Street and
Maple Street lead to southbound
Bus stops, DLt aledoe and Baroed-
wire fance create unwelconing
edges, rather than entries at these

locations,

DRAFT ANALYSIS
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Where are the Connections?

High-Freguency Bus Routes
Marny bus stops provide Treduent

service along the edge

Dense Residential Nelghborhood
HoxXDUry s tne densest
neighborhood adjacant to the Paril
Adapting or minimizing Barriers
along Seaver will enhance access for

a significant number of users

Overlook Potential

High points provide nelighborhood

and city views from Inside the park

Analysis | Connections 10



Vibrant Edge, Main Arrival

Blue Hill A :
' COMMERCIAL FRONTASE
The main entrance at Peabody Circle connects visitors arriving in car and on foot to The Franklin Park Zoo, The
William Devine Golf Course, and the pedestrian Circuit Loop.  Blue Hill Avenue s a historic main street and fively 1
commergial cerrideor, but the broad street, busy traffic. and lack of crossings create a strong divide between i

Daorchester residents and the Park.

i
. ¥ L
The park’s main entrance is separated from a vibrant § ¥ I Wil
street edge and local businesses by wide roads and busy i
traffic. Inside, parking and confusing navigation divides 62% of survey respondents said they E
gathering spaces at the Zoo and Golf Course entries. typically access the park from Blue
: Hill Avenue, making it the most-used FRAMKLIN PARK BLUE HILL AVENUE DORCHESTER
Prioritizing pedestrians and clarifying circulation can R 2 . - e
entrance. 5 11 ik &
bring the street’s social life into the park. What are the barriers?
@ Narrow Passage @ Entrance Ruin o Main Entrance
Marrow sidewalk along both edges Tha former Refectory service Paabhody Circle =.a wall-soaled
creates uneasy pedestrian experiencs entrance is underutilized entrance for alarge park. Clarifying
and pricritizing pedestrian
i i Low Visibili :
@ Wide Boulevard, Few Crossings @ 2 clroutation movemeant will helghten
T, ne= of traffic sne lane of Barm, stonewall, dense vegatatio . .
Sy lanes of traffic and one lane G e N a sense of darrival into the Park's
o create the widest vehice anc a steap arop into the park % .
parking create the widest vehicular I i ki e paaris mmersive envircgnment.
) _ right of way adiacent to the Park comizing to inhibit views into the Pari.
Franklin Field North and south
h | e Commercial Frontage
neighborhoods have the highest number i i iari Where are the Connections?
g 5 @ Vehicular Arrival Priority The Park's only commearcial edge
of ghiidren living adfacent to the park sabiody Clrole entrances are
LLLEL® B Peabiody Cirgle entrances are e N ik iz an opportunity to engage local
daminated by reacs and parking,

A witde medlan can accommodate a DUGINESses.
ITREEING an uncomfortable

crossing refuge isiand

ervironment for pedestrians

Biua HIll Avenue has the moat

frequent local bus service of any

perh el
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Welcoming Edge, Limited Crossings

Shady canopy trees and long views beckon visitors,

PARS EDGE
A [ Legion High
Multiple entrances along American Legion Highway serve families, many with young children.. Like Blue Hill Avenue, il
i b
American Leglon Highway Is busy with traffic and difficult to cross, but the park spaces beyond are well-used and ARY 5
: e/ "! i . WIDIE MEETHAN
welcome visitors with views of the park and neighborhood alike T . 1
r AL
' ¢ e © i
\ i _ 11t
~J SR | : [0 [ I
ol s mran] . - ; . = : I ” .“
S i.',’L =B e . > gl

but crossing American Legion Highway is difficult

and dangerous. Improving crossings can welcome

26% of survey respondents sald

more schnﬁlchildren, famiiias, and walkers to nem‘h\r they typically access the park from ERANKLIN PARK AMEBICAN LEGION HIGHWAY MATTARAN
American Legion Highway s i it >
playgrounds and the Circuit Loop. = £i 2 =
What are the barriers? Where are the Connections?
@ Wide Boulevard, Few Crossings 9 Community Amenities 6 Wide Median
High-traffic boulevards make Playgrounds and plenic tables are Wide medians with shade from
crossing from the nelghborhood located near nefghborhoods with street trees offers the opportunity
difficult. miany families with young children to create crossing refuge islands for

B1 - 20% of people living In Franklin

Field South speak Spanish as a firat e Welcoming Views

language Leww Boundary wall, high eanapy,

pedestrians

and good visibility of park life invite

visitors in, while providing important
e e e s separation from the busy street.
Community Memory
Ouw Brooka Mattapan scholars have
enfoyed countless affernoans in the
American Legion payspace, “Why dont
we coma hera all the time? | wish the
path that allows o kids to access thaf
park was cleaned up more consistently
acting as a walcome to Kids that love

wite, opan spaces

1
1
i
1
1
i
1
1
i
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Mattapan Resident, Action Plan Survey i
I

I T I

L i S SR
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Uninviting, Limited Entry
Morton Street

The Casey Overpass removal and puliic realim improvments around Forest Hills Station greatly enhanced
bicvele and pedestrian connections from Jamaica Plain and Roslindale to the Park’s westernmost entrance. The
a FOREEST HILLS CEMETERY

remaining frontage along Morton Street, however, is almost compietaly inaccessible to pedestrians dues 1o a lack of

sicewalks and crosswalks. Overgrown thickets and fences make Morton St. Teetl like the back side of the park.

i L
This overgrown and inaccessible edge feels overlooked, % :
but the Forest Hills entrance is an untapped . -

opportunity to connect pedestrians and cyclists to the e o SriPA e N e e e
Wilderness, Circuit Drive, and the renovated pathways sald they access the park from
orton Street and 1./7% said

at Scarboro Pond. FRANKLIN PARK MORTOM STREET FOREST HILLS CEMETERY

Arporway.. making this the

o

least-used adge

.

i
-
s

What are the barriers? Where are the Connections

@ Limited Pedestrian Access % Dense Back Edge ﬂ Mew Pathways

The perimeter sidevwalk ends at Recent updates to bicyele and
The Shattuck Hospital, Malmtenance
e e e S R e e e L R . Shattuck Ho al and cemetery pedestrian paths improved
vard, fences, and dense vegetation
% % - adiacency imits access, Tha cannections from Forest HiliS
Community Aspirations ' A create a thick adae inhibiting views
southeastern entrance on Morton ) ) sStation

My dream Is for Frankiin Park to be a ) aid acoess  From the outside, this
; Street s large In scake, but there

edge does not project a welcoming of a Open Space Adjacenc
idewalks for pedestrian : i = " ’

tranguil place o walk where my family can A B 2
unified identity. Mearby open spaces including the
acocess nature via walking paths and e o ACCaess it 2
- Forest Hills Cemetery, Mass Audubon

biking paths. I want to feel safe biking to @ Southern Separation i
o Whlkcliie

e Sanctuary, and Arnohd

: - A lack of pedestrian connections
and from the park via Forest Hills, and for R o

Arboratum make for a large anc
inhibit access from Mattapan

diverse network

the park fo connect on both sides to safe
bitee Infrastructure so that | can commite

through the park every day.”

Roslindale Resident, Action Plan Survey

L T R R I o e

FHATTIACK
WORDTTAL
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A Connector Divides
Traffic Splits the Park

Vhicular traffic not only rings the Parid's outer edges, it also bisects the interior. Circuit Drive and dispersed
parking facilitate vehicular and service access for a significant portion of users and programs; but its adaptation
as a thru-street came at the costof pedestrian wayfinding and safety. Important moments of orientation and

arrival, such as the Valley Gates and Peabody Circle, are now a complicated system of paths, drives, and parking.

Circuit Drive's fast and noisy traffic create a divisive internal

edge, interrupting both physical connections and the experience

of being immersed in the park. Confusing intersections

at Peabody Circle and the Valley Gates leave pedestrians

75% of survey respondents

and cyclists vulnerable and unsafe. Improving pedestrian

said they typically arrive to

connections across and along the road can enhance visitor the park by car Forest Hills Entry valley Gatas Peabocy Circle Entry

arrival circulation and safety.

Parking and Vehicular Traffic Circuit Loop and Pedestrian Paths

f}-ﬁh:.. s et ey 1 % n it e Ta it o] o
E_ N Farking Lot or Roadside Parking ( ':-_:‘j.,_ Parking Lot oF Parking along road
) : - :

y
=4 |

@ Shortcuts and Traffic Patterns

Confusing eastbound traffio pattems at

{ Ellicott Arch

@ Bus Stop

Intersection Confusion

Morton Street and Armerican Legion Highwad
ENCOUTaces drnvers 1o use the park as a
cut-through

P;],rking DPata Insufficiant slgnage at thras key inersactions

Extensive |'.li'--'=-.-|‘:l:'l i5 avidlable within the park;,

Bait It s mosthy informal in nature, leading ic [REE i IRk UMEMDUS peOesings i I
irveffecigncyes and users parking nthe surrcundmg TS AN DErkinG, sl glain fayert e
naighborhoods during lamge events. The majority ay Firding

of parieng is accessed via Cirout Dve, Meaning
- =
that park vigitors arriving by car contribute to

traffic throwghout the park,

Golf Corirss L20-140

Piwystend, Stackumn, Vallin: Gates & Segver Sireat FAN-3LE

Chigl Dfbes Ta0-250

« BiLny Hill & Entrance £50- 140 The Circuit | OO IS the third most
SR 1.t s popular destination in the park
TOTAL 515 - 1,030
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GOLF COURSE EDGE

I'.'.'..‘_.'\ -
.

.
- Pl

GOLF COURSE

‘TR ° ELILTI-hbODAL

A &,
IR
|-'.II 'I i
Py ™ JL -
b } ]
W

CIRCUIT DRIVE

L00

Section A

What are the barriers?

o Inefficient Parking
The majority of parking Is informal,
unmarked, or unregulated, leading
to inefficiencies that decrease

available spaces.

B Drainage Challenges
Compactad sails fram mowing and
low poimts contribute to standing

water and stormwater washouts.

@

Park Space Fragmentation and
Compression

Cars tend 1o ekceesd the posted
speed limit (25 mph). Fast traffic
and parking divide major opan
spaces including The Wilderness,
Golf Course, and Playstaad. Park
experience s comprassedinto a
narrow space between the Zoo

Parking Lot and Golt Course.

b

Where are the Connections?

o Multi-modal

The width of Circult Drive can
accomodate many Uses, but clear
saparation of those uses can
Improve safety for pedestrians,

cyvolists, and motorists allke

e. Canopy Connection

Mature canopy surrounds Circult
Drivs, though additional planting

could establish the corridor as a

parkoway, rather than a divicer,

19 Frankiin Park Action Plan  DRAFT ANALYSIS

SCHOOLMASTER HILL

CIRCUIT DRIVE

THE WILDERNESS

Fa s

Section B
What are the barriers?

a infrequent Crossings
Kay erassings are migsing to make

connections across Circult Drive

o Inconsistent Circuit Loop
The Circuit Loop shrinks in width
batweaean the Widerness and tha
Golf Course, pinching pedestrians
betwaeen fast traffic and dense
vegatation, and obsouring. the main
peclestrian circulation route ancurd

the park.

e R e . T RO R

Community Aspiration

"4 better Bike/Ped loop wiodd ba
great. [The Circuit Loop] s fantastic,
but the aresa along the road that
cuts through the park s difficult and

dangerous with kids."

Jamaica Plain Resident,

Action Plan Survay'

i o i kg k" e il - S e e il i

. I I R

e Unclear Right of Way
intermittent lane markings biur
distinctions between parking and

bicycle lanes.

b

Where are the Connections?

e Bus Connections
Sstops along Ciroult Drive bring public
transit access into the heart of the

park. (See pravious page)

DRAFT ANALYSIS
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Lost Clarity
Path Hierarchy and Materials Erode Over Time
Dif ferentiation of routas and separation of uses was a key component of the original park design, A clear hieranchy "'_-"'"——w—-—-_

of path widths and materials served as important cues for movement and wayTinding throughout the park. Today,

arbitrary and abrupt changes in width or material obscura the intuitive system of loops and circuits of the original
Multi-Use Vehicular, Service, and Pedestrian Paths (16 - 30° Width)

networl. " ; S ;
Vehlcular-scale paths lack definition for different uses. The widely-paved areas
genarous and Inviting, butare often flanked by cobblestone gutters and redundant

pedestrian pat h "".":f1"|'|1;1 an alread v underar ticukbated BXpanse of |':."".'iF'li._'aL 2Yen Wier

The original circulation design was carefully
calibrated to use, offering a clear and immersive
experience of landscapes across the Park. Ascars

replaced carrriages and new uses were introduced, \\—\_ ;|5L'-;: '. /

this clarity was lost. Reinstating rules to guide

Primary Pedestrian Paths (8 - 15" Width)

circulation hierarchy is eritical to restoring a cohesive

Most paths are paved with asphalt, leading through glacial cuts and around

park experience. ik c T . : : : Sl
. = TR af Uizt hillsides, This width accommedates larger groups of walkers and cyollsts, The Golf

Course cart paths are this same material and scale, which confuses padestrians.

Secondary Pedestrian Paths (5 - 7' Width)
Marrowh-soaled paths of asphall, gravel, and concreta are looated sporadically
throughout the park. This widhth accommodates walkers In palrs, logoers, and solo

cychats, bt would benefit from maderal consistency and clear connections,

Path Width and Scale :
Path Material Woodland Trails (1 - 4" Width)

m
|J.\
=
4.
-
=
-

VEHICULAR AND SERVIC

~ P a - 1E — ARl — Grovel intimately-scaled gravel or worn tralls are prevatent throughout the woodiands and
— Circult Lrlhve e g =15
) ) The Wildarness, but too many trails with a lack of hierarchy or route markers inhibit
— 16° -30" « - L A E— Cancrata e Lirpaved
waninding. This width accommodat=s hikers and dog walker's in palrs or alone,
1-4 E—————— Stons
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Divisions Intensify

Internal Edges Built to Define
Ownership and Use Limit Experience

Built features from the original park design, such as walls, steps, and overlooks, were meant to guide access,
curate visitor experience and provide a sense of place. In response to changing uses and programs, incremental
salutions meant to control vehicles, restrict access, and improve safety now form barriers and edges throughout

the park, creating visual distractions and an increased sense of division.

Fences, walls, and gates define boundaries between

use and ownership but disrupt views and restrict

access, which breaks down the larger park experience.
Rethinking the character of these edges can improve
visibility between ownership areas and create

connections to adjacent landscapes.

Built Edges

Concrete Walls

—
ey
- L
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Zoo Fence

Fencirg creates a problematic visual and physical |

around the lrmvater Crre Bxarm

ean the playstaad and the Golf Course,

was onca an orienting and swaesaping view south through tha
valley Gates |s now inderrupted by chain ink and barbed wire
at the edge of a parking lot, making it feel like the sports
fields abut a service yard rather than being situated witha

viegw to the valley bealow,

ACCEd OVer Thime

ELEETR S e e K R SR R S S o TS Gl e e 5 el
to restrict vehicular access, A4 more systematic ana

L g B Hs 51 . 3 B =t [ =ri=
.|.|_-'_.."|.|_-"'_.._"._-|||' =LIMiTHEC] G -i.l;_ o 10 TRe ..,.._-!:l._ LR arimyatel

can call less attention to these controls while Improving their

SECUNTY TUNCTonNs

Granite Blocks and Boulders
loci

- b} " | [ P paea—. —_— m S P '
Granite bl g and boulders we once a low cost weay of

e Ty s 1
SLOEAN ArgaE, vwrhe

e clesign, and,

1%, actually inhibit pedestrian connactions. In

iney are ocabed alor i} |:-'.i.‘. s, wihars venlcular
o i = = lre dis - o P 141 tlne vy
dccess isalready restricted by gates, making then

recundant,

Stadium Enclosures

he center of the

ihvely sporting

o solid concrete walls, chaln

Nk Tences covansd irn oy Brgrown vines exrend tha opagie

perimeter
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Mixed Messages
Inadequate Signhage Hinders Use Entry & Arrival

o Unannounced Arrival

Signage and wayTinding elements in the landscape can work In both explicit and intuitive ways, providing clues of Thars I ditthe Mdloation that- Visitors Rave
wheres yvou are and where you can go, directing visitors and keeping them safe, Signage also serves an important arrived In the park. asic 217 1 ana
educational purpose, teaching us about our surroundings and indicating important landmarks. QAR MO PR OELet 2 sl
e Entry Barriers
Large o 15 prevent u ntedt veniicul
1t L 1S ot an u SOMMIE e e

e o ww mww anow m w wmm w -y

i i
The majority of signage in the park focuses on rules ' Community Aspiration : © ovportunity: signage support

1 ! Elemants, like stone walls, presant
and regulations, with little helping to orient visitors ! “Not anly better communication about : spnertunities to ntegrabe slanane thet

# & " L] 1 g -

or interpret the park’s historic significance. Carefully i what the park has to offer, but also cfear i ndicates arrival and unique slements

1 ]
designed signage can guide wayfinding, provide ot ecommendations for how to explore i, | :

! would ke to explore tralls but do not want. ! e s
interpretation, and encourage exploration without e POSNERTE 21 Identification & Regulatory

1 1

to get lost.”

interrupting visitor experience. . ; o Dos and Do-Nots

i i & iy =F 3 gl gl o oy i FEEL L

i Mattapan Resident, Action Plan Survey | dost of the park signage is regulatory in

I I

rature, TooUusing on Winat gholsd ' n

b | I, id i = - h
o . I i font si = difficult 1o read. A
1
1 1 i i 1
| ; ¥ -] ACH O MeErarcHy makas T narc 1o 1denty
[ll tors are and what s nearby. Most
e, \ ™
) k\ B o m| v I roads ther than
E - 7 - -\..4
- ; pedestnan paths

AN \ e gt Interpretive and Educational

N Signage and Wayfinding Elements park’'s complete offerings

5 =3
@ Entryva Aarrival o Opportunity: Tiny Treasures
: Subtle markers can Increase educational
b @ identification & Ragulatary
E ppartunities for the passer-by
. nterpretive and Educational H r "
i
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