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ZOOM TIPS - INTERPRETATION

Spanish and Haitian Creole interpretation is available for this meeting. Please 
select your preferred language option at the bottom of the screen by clicking on 
the globe symbol. Click “Mute Original Audio to silence other languages.” Visit 
the project website to download the presentation in your preferred language!

NOTE: EVERYONE MUST SELECT A LANGUAGE. REMEMBER TO SPEAK SLOWLY!

Se dispone de interpretación en español y criollo haitiano para esta reunión. 
Seleccione la opción de idioma de preferencia en la parte inferior de la pantalla 
haciendo clic en el símbolo del globo terráqueo. Haga clic en “Silenciar audio 
original para silenciar otros idiomas”. Visite el sitio web del proyecto para 
descargar la presentación en su idioma de preferencia.

NOTA: TODOS DEBEN SELECCIONAR UN IDIOMA. ¡RECUERDE HABLAR LENTAMENTE!

Entèpretasyon va disponib pou lang panyòl ak kreyòl ayisyen nan reyinyon sa a. 
Tanpri chwazi opsyon lang prefere w pa anba ekran an pandan w ap klike sou 
senbòl (an ron) glòb la. Klike sou "Mute Original Audio" (Fèmen odyo lang orijinal 
yo) pou w pa tande lòt lang yo." Vizite sitwèb pwojè a pou telechaje 
prezantasyon an nan lang prefere w la!

SONJE: TOUT MOUN DWE CHWAZI YON LANG. SONJE POU PALE TOU DOUSMAN!



ZOOM TIPS - MEETING PARTICIPATION

Here are some tips on using Zoom for first-time users. Your controls are at the bottom of the screen:

Use the chat to type a comment or ask a question at any time. 
Members of the Project Team will moderate the chat.

To raise your hand, click on “Reactions” at the bottom of your screen, and then choose 
“Raise Hand.” 
Use *9 to raise your hand via phone.

Participants will be muted during the presentation. 
The host will unmute you during the discussion if you raise your hand and it is your turn to talk. 

Click the video button to turn your video on/off. 
If you experience connectivity or bandwidth issues, turning off your video can help.



ZOOM TIPS - MEETING RECORDING

At the request of community members, this event will be recorded and posted on the project webpage 
for those who are unable to attend the Zoom event live: 

boston.gov/improvements-mattahunt-woods 

If you do not wish to be recorded during the meeting, please turn off your microphone and camera. 

If your camera and microphone are off, you can still participate through the text chat feature.

https://www.boston.gov/improvements-mattahunt-woods


MEETING AGENDA

● Introductions

● Project Background

● Survey Results

● Existing Conditions 

● Site Opportunities

● Discussion and Feedback 

● Next Steps



INTRODUCTIONS
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PROJECT BACKGROUND



URBAN WILDS PROGRAM

The City of Boston manages and takes care 
of 29 urban wilds across Boston’s 
neighborhoods comprised of 176 acres. 

The urban wilds are owned by the Boston Conservation 
Commission and maintained by the Parks 
Department’s Urban Wilds Program.  

These urban wilds offer natural space for passive 
recreation and serve as outdoor classrooms for children 
and adults to learn about nature. They also provide 
habitat to native plants and animals. 

Urban wilds provide many environmental benefits, 
such as:

● storing floodwater;
● filtering stormwater run-off;
● producing oxygen; 
● improving air quality; and
● reducing the "urban heat island" effect. 



HOW DOES AN URBAN WILD DIFFER FROM A PARK?

Parks

● Can take many forms (active versus passive recreation) 

● Can accommodate different types of uses (jogging courses, 
playgrounds, athletic fields, public squares, etc.) 

● Can allow for a wide range of events and programs (fairs, 
cultural events, music, fitness programs, theater)

● Must comply with the American Disabilities Act standards 
for access and accessibility

● Can include electrical, plumbing, and irrigation systems

Example: Hunt Almont Park in Mattapan



HOW DOES AN URBAN WILD DIFFER FROM A PARK?

Urban Wilds

● Showcase Boston’s natural features such as rivers, ponds, 
woodlands, wetlands, meadows, and rock outcroppings, and 
support plants and wildlife habitat

● Allow only passive recreation (walking/hiking/nature 
observation), environmental education, and conservation uses

● Typically do not incorporate lighting and electricity

Example: Allandale Woods Urban Wild in Jamaica Plain



MATTAHUNT WOODS URBAN WILD HISTORY

The Mattahunt Woods Urban 
Wild was permanently protected 
in 2008 through a citizen 
petition.

Mattahunt Woods is comprised of 8 ¼  
acres of secluded forested wetlands in 
Mattapan.  

Clean-up projects took place in 2009 to 
remove construction debris. 

In 2011, the Student Conservation 
Association created a trail linking Itasca 
Street with the intersection of Canaan and 
Colorado Street.  



MATTAHUNT WOODS URBAN WILD TODAY

Today, portions of Mattahunt Woods contain construction debris, automobile parts, and invasive 
plants, but there are still healthy plant communities and wetlands.



PROJECT GOALS

● Remove hazardous trees and invasive species

● Preserve and enhance on-site wetlands

● Create a trail system throughout the property

● Improve site access and wayfinding/signage

● Enhance the connection of the property to the 
nearby Mattahunt Elementary School



PROJECT TIMELINE

DECEMBER 2021
Released Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ)

MARCH 2022
Hired Crowley Cottrell 
Landscape Architecture

APRIL - DECEMBER 2022
Conducted a site survey, 
wetlands delineation, and 
community feedback survey

JANUARY - APRIL 2023
Initial design brainstorming, 
outreach, and engagement 
planning

MAY - JUNE 2023
Community engagement 
and design revisions

MAY 2023
Open House #1: 
Project Background 
and Initial Design 
Feedback

SUMMER 2023 
Open House #2: 
Revised Design 
Feedback

FALL 2023
Final Design 
and Permitting



SURVEY RESPONSES



SURVEY RESPONSES

What is your proximity to Mattahunt Woods?
¿Qué tan cerca de Mattahut Woods vive usted?
Ki distans kay ou ye pa rapò ak Mattahunt Woods?

How close to Mattahunt Woods do you live? 
¿Qué tan cerca de Mattahut Woods vive usted?
Ki distans kay ou ye pa rapò ak Mattahunt Woods?

How often do you visit Mattahunt Woods?
¿Qué tan a menudo usted visita Mattahunt Woods?
Konbyen fwa ou konn ale nan Mattahunt Woods?

Nearly everday

A few times
a week

It’s in my 

I’ve never heard of it Once a week

I look from afar-
appreciate the trees in my 

10 minute 

5 minute walk

Once a month

20 minute 

Several times a
year

Once a year or 
less

I visit it

10 minute 

Never

20 minute 

Further than 
a 20 minute 

What time of year do you visit Mattahunt Woods?
¿En qué época del año visitas Mattahunt Woods?
Ki lè nan ane ou vizite Mattahunt Woods?

Summer

Spring

Fall

Winter

Most people who answered 
this survey are visitors

Most people who answered 
this survey visit the Urban 
Wild everyday. Many visit 
once a year or less

Most surveyors are a 5 
minute walk or 10 minute 
drive from the Urban Wild.

People visit year round, but 
most do so in the fall.
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SURVEY RESPONSES
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Wild everyday. Many visit 
once a year or less

Most surveyors are a 5 
minute walk or 10 minute 
drive from the Urban Wild.

People visit year round, but 
most do so in the fall.

What time of year do you 
visit Mattahunt Woods?

What do you do in Mattahunt Woods?

To where do you usually exit Mattahunt Woods?
¿Qué tan a menudo usted visita Mattahunt Woods? 
Konbyen fwa ou konn ale nan Mattahunt Woods?

What do you and your friends, neighbors, and family refer to the Urban 
Wild as?
¿Cómo se refieren a Mattahunt Woods usted y sus amigos/familiares/vecinos?

“The woods” is the 
most common name 
for the Mattahunt 
Woods Urban Wild 
among people who 
answered.

From where do you usually enter Mattahunt 
Woods?
¿Qué tan cerca de Mattahunt Woods? 

What do you do in Mattahunt Woods?
¿Qué hace usted en Mattahunt Woods? 
Kisa ou konn fè nan Mattahunt Woods? 

Colorado Street is the most 
popular entry.

4 surveyors also noted 
Mattahut Elementary as an 
entry point.

People who answered usually 
exit from Colorado Street.

3 surveyors also noted 
Mattahut Elementary as an 
entry point.

The most popular activity is 
to walk. 

All activities reported are 
in line with the objective of 
the Urban Wild’s mission.

Colorado St.

Walk or jog
for exercise

Colorado St.

Canaan St.

Enjoy nature

Canaan St.

Kennebec St.

Walk the dog

Other

Kennebec St.

My backyard
Into My Backyard

Other

Birdwatch, 
observe 

Other

 Photograph, 
Sketch



SURVEY RESPONSES

What wildlife (flora or fauna) have you observed in the Mattahunt 
Woods?
¿Qué vida silvestre (flora o fauna) usted ha observado en Mattahunt Woods?

People have seen so many 
different types of plants 
and animals within the 
Urban Wild!

The most mentioned were 
birds, rodents, and coyote. 

When you visit the Urban Wild, how many other people do you usually 
see?
Al visitar Urban Wild, ¿normalmente a cuántas otras personas usted ve?

Would you or a family member visit the Urban Wild more often if it was 
accessible to wheelchairs and walkers?
¿Usted o un miembro de su familia visitarían Urban Wild más a menudo si hubiera una 
sección accesible para silla de ruedas, o si los propios senderos fueran más uniformes y con 

Most people reported that 
they see no other people when 
visiting Mattahunt Woods.

What is your favorite area of Mattahunt Woods?
¿Cuál es tu área favorita de Mattahunt Woods?
Ki zòn ou pi renmen nan Mattahunt Woods?

There was a wide variety of 
answers to this question. Many 
noted trails as their favorite 
area of the Urban Wild.

Yes, if there
were a wheelchair 
accessible option.

Yes, if there 
were a 
wheelchair 
accessible 
viewpoint

Yes, if 
there 
were 
places to 
stop and 
rest.

No, this 
would 
not 
increase 
my 
visits.

6 people

1 people

2 people

5 people1-2 people

None

3-5 people

Over 5 people

Would you or a family member visit the 
Urban Wild more often if it was accessible to 
wheelchairs and walkers?
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Wild as?
¿Cómo se refieren a Mattahunt Woods usted y sus amigos/familiares/vecinos?

“The woods” is the 
most common name 
for the Mattahunt 
Woods Urban Wild 
among people who 
answered.

From where do you usually enter Mattahunt 
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¿Qué tan cerca de Mattahunt Woods? 

What do you do in Mattahunt Woods?
¿Qué hace usted en Mattahunt Woods? 
Kisa ou konn fè nan Mattahunt Woods? 

Colorado Street is the most 
popular entry.

4 surveyors also noted 
Mattahut Elementary as an 
entry point.

People who answered usually 
exit from Colorado Street.

3 surveyors also noted 
Mattahut Elementary as an 
entry point.

The most popular activity is 
to walk. 

All activities reported are 
in line with the objective of 
the Urban Wild’s mission.

Colorado St.

Walk or jog
for exercise

Colorado St.

Canaan St.

Enjoy nature

Canaan St.

Kennebec St.

Walk the dog

Other

Kennebec St.

My backyard
Into My Backyard

Other

Birdwatch, 
observe 

Other

 Photograph, 
Sketch

From where do you usually 
enter and exit Mattahunt 
Woods?

Mattahunt 
Elementary 

School Property

My backyard

Kennebec St.

Colorado St.

Canaan St.



SURVEY RESPONSES

What wildlife (flora or fauna) have you observed in Mattahunt Woods?

Squirrels Turkeys Coyotes Deer

Blue Birds Chipmunks RacoonsTrees & Shrubs



SURVEY RESPONSES

What would improve your experience of the Urban Wild?
What would improve your experience of the Urban Wild?
¿Cuánto mejoraría su experiencia en Urban Wild?
Kisa ki ta amelyore eksperyans ou nan Urban Wild?

Which measures to support habitat enhancement or restoration 
would you be most excited to see?
¿Cuáles son las medidas que a usted más le gustaría ver para favorecer o recuperar el 
hábitat?
Ki etap pou sipòte amelyorasyon oswa restorasyon abita èske ou ta plis renmen wè

The most frequently cited 
changes that people feel 
would “greatly improve” their 
experience are:

-Boardwalks or other solution 
to muddy trails.

-Invasive species management.

-A complete loop trail. 

Most people say they would 
be excited see all these 
measures to support habitat 
enhancement and restoration, 
especially:

-Removal of debris.

-Planting native species.

 Complete
Loop Trail

Invasive 
Species

Management

Boardwalk/
Wet Trail Planting 

Native
Species

Providing 
Structures for 
Wildlife (such 

as bat boxes 

Removal 
of debris

Stormwater 
Management

More 
Trails

Benches

Interpretive 
Signage

Wildlife 
Habitat

Would greatly Very excited

Would somewhat improve Somewhat excited

Would not improve Not excited

Diversity of 
habitats
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SURVEY RESPONSES

Trail

Rocky Trail

great place for students

The lovely nature and scenery

Mattahunt Woods
Mattahunt Urban Wilds

the woods in the back of Mattahunt Elementary

appeal for visitors

great space for children

flooding, cooling, natural area

the woods

nature

Natural Areas and Native Vegetation

critical woodland

wind reduction

Trees

Nature loop

open space

What is your favorite area of Mattahunt Woods? What do you and your friends, neighbors, and 
family refer to the Urban Wild as?

What value does Mattahunt Woods bring to your community?



EXISTING CONDITIONS



MATTAHUNT WOODS AND NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS
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SITE CHARACTER TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE

Open Woodland Rock OutcroppingsMirco-depressions Pudding Stone

Pudding Stone Wetland WetlandRocky Channel



SITE DEBRIS TO BE REMOVED



NATIVE PLANTS TO SUPPORT

Clethra alnifolia - Summersweet Cornus amonmum - Silky DogwoodArisaema triphyllum - Jack in the Pulpit Symplocarpus foetidus - Skunk Cabbage

Smilax rotundifolia - Round-Leaved 
Greenbrier

Parthenocissus quinquefolia - Virginia 
Creeper

Hamamelis virginiana - Witch Hazel Sassafras albidum - Sassafras Tree
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TRAIL WORK OPPORTUNITIES
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INSPIRATION IMAGES

New Trails

Wetland Overlook

Welcoming Entries & Places to Sit

Native Plant Establishment

Wayfinding and Interpretive Signage Bog Bridges

Habitat RestorationBoardwalks



WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!



DISCUSSION PROMPTS

● What opportunities do you see for this restoration project?

● What concerns do you have about this restoration project?

● What did you like about the initial recommendations for a trail system? What didn’t you like?

● How do you think access and signage into and through Mattahunt Woods could be improved?

● Do you have additional input that was not captured in the survey results that you want us to know?

● What other questions do you have for the project team? 



NEXT STEPS  

Virtual Office Hours from 12:00-1:00 p.m. 
Visit the project website to register!

Wednesday, May 10 
Community Site Walk from 10:00-11:30 
a.m. Visit the project website for more 
information! 

Saturday, May 20
Project Team attending Mayor Wu’s 
Mattapan Coffee Hour from 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Thursday, June 8

To be scheduled!
Open House #2

Visit boston.gov/improvements-mattahunt-woods to download this presentation in your preferred language 
and find project information. A recording of this meeting will be posted in the coming days.

Visit boston.gov/departments/environment#newsletter to sign up to receive updates.

Contact Catherine at catherine.mccandless2@boston.gov if you have any additional questions or comments! 

MORE INFORMATION:

https://www.boston.gov/improvements-mattahunt-woods
https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment#newsletter
mailto:catherine.mccandless2@boston.gov


THANK YOU!
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