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We want to ensure this conversation is a pleasant experience for all and that all community 
members/stakeholders are comfortable sharing their comments, questions and feedback.

Please be respectful and mindful of each other’s time when asking questions/ providing 
comments, so that all attendees are able to participate in the meeting.

Keep questions/ comments project-specific and not personal to yield solution-driven discussion.

Please wait until all attendees have had the opportunity to ask a question/ provide a comment 
before providing additional questions/ comments.

You can always set up a conversation with Amy Linne, amy.linne@boston.gov, to further 
discuss the project or process.

VIRTUAL MEETING ETIQUETTE
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PROJECT TEAM
AMY LINNÉ
PROJECT MANAGER 
amy.linne@boston.gov or 617-961-3045

MEGAN NICHOLS TOMKINS
Principal, CBA Landscape Architects

AMY FOSTER
Landscape Architect, CBA Landscape Architects

ERIC JAMES (MATTAPAN LIAISON)
OFFICE OF NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 
eric.james@boston.gov

ROSS COCHRAN (DORCHESTER LIAISON)  
OFFICE OF NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
ross.cochran@boston.gov
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PARK & RECREATION GOALS

• Accessible and available to all

• Diverse, balanced, and efficient mix of uses 

• Meaningful and inclusive community engagement 

• Adaptive and resilient landscapes

• Promote connections 



PROJECT SCHEDULE & FUNDING

June 29, 2023
Community Meeting 1

Conceptual Design Currently Funded

August 17, 2023
Park Pop-Up

October 3, 2023
Community Meeting 2

Early Summer 2024
Project Out to Bid

November / December 2023
Community Meeting 3 (TBD)

Fall 2023 - Spring 2024
Design Development + 
Construction Documentation

Summer 2024 -
Spring 2025
Project Construction

Spring 2025
Anticipated
Park Opening

July 2023
PARC Grant 
Application to be 
Submitted



MEETING 1 SUMMARY (June 29, 2023)

EXISTING PROGRAM:
• Softball Fields are well-used and in need of renovation (Washington Street field is preferred). Better 

drainage, furnishings, lawn condition, and spectator seating is desired. Secondary field is used as a 
practice field occasionally

• Multi-Use Lawn is well-used and in need of improvement. Issues include utility covers, grass 
condition, and drainage problems. The lawn size and layout should continue to accommodate flag 
football fields.

• Basketball Court is well-used and in fair condition. The lights do not function and limit playing time 
in the evening.

• Tennis Court is scarcely used due to its poor condition. It would likely be used more if its condition 
was improved.

• Playground is used and in need of renovation. Children should be included in discussions about 
creating a fun play environment.

• Site Topography and Vegetation are overall valued but are in poor condition in some locations, are 
in need of better maintenance, and create some dark and unused corners.

NEW PROGRAM & AMENITIES (POTENTIAL):
• Splash Pad would likely be well-used in the summer.
• Picnic Area may be well-used but raises concerns about noise levels and trash
• Walking Loops would likely be well-used and improve accessibility between program areas but 

raises concerns about increased hardscape and disturbance to existing program.
• Water Fountain / Bottle Filler is a highly desired amenity addition
• Site Lighting is a possible amenity addition but raises some concern about light pollution and activity 

level at night.
• Community Garden is a possible program addition.
• Dog Park is a possible program addition. (Dog parks frequently raise concerns about noise level and 

reduced program space for non-dog owners, but not yet discussed in meeting).



PARK POP-UP SUMMARY (August 17, 2023)

ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS:
• Provide privacy measures at neighbor 

properties for both visibility and noise
• Replace perimeter fence
• Consider adult fitness equipment
• Provide dog-owner amenities, such as waste 

disposal bag stations and drinking fountain 
with dog bowl feature

• Provide drinking fountains, more trash 
receptacles, and more seating

• Add cameras and lighting to deter 
undesirable behavior

• Consider including public art
• Provide regulation-height basketball hoops, 

padding around the pole, and bench seating for basketball players
• Upgrade playground features to include: bigger slide, monkey bars, zipline, rock climbing features, 

swings, rope swing, balance challenges, group spinner, musical instruments, shade features, replaced 
safety surface

ADDITIONAL CONCERNS:
• Wooded areas are used for undesirable activities because of limited visibility
• Vehicular access into park causes disruptions
• Picnic opportunities may bring in too many crowds and trash
• Some tree branches pose hazards and need pruning
• Several neighbors strongly oppose artificial turf
• Noise, trash, & maintenance are ongoing concerns
• Softball backstop is a hazard to sledders; users do not want park additions to disrupt sledding paths



ONLINE SURVEY RESULTS (August 17 - September 22, 2023)

How often do you visit Walsh Playground?

How do you typically get to 
Walsh Playground?

What is your relationship to Walsh Playground?

SURVEY RESPONSES: 51



ONLINE SURVEY RESULTS (August 17 - September 22, 2023)

What is your favorite feature of 
Walsh Playground?

What do you typically do at Walsh Playground?

What do you think should be 
prioritized for improvement?



ONLINE SURVEY RESULTS (August 17 - September 22, 2023)

“ variety of shade, sun, open space, closed space. Path that cuts through to neighborhood. ”

“ The big hill is fabulous for sledding and really special feature. ”

“ The combination of Playground and large fields to have multiple events happening at once. ”

“ It’s a public park in an urban area that has sports, activities and people who use it but also 
remains green and quiet...”

What is special about Walsh Playground?



ONLINE SURVEY RESULTS (August 17 - September 22, 2023)

16 Mentions
related to lighting

including “lighting, dark, unlit, 
night, light...”

5 Mentions
related to drainage 

including “puddling, drainage, 
slippery, icy, water...”

18 Mentions 
related to maintenance 

& cleanliness
including “trash, litter, unclean, 
smashed, maintenance, garbage, 

glass, bottles, needles...”
17 Mentions 

related to vegetation
including “wooded, poison ivy, 

shrubs, grass, weeds, holes, rocks, 
shady, trees, field, overgrown, 

landscaping...”

14 Mentions 
related to visitor misuse
including “fireworks, loud music, 

permits, vehicles, dirt bikes, 
substance abuse, sketchy, alcohol, 

needles...”

7 Mentions 
related to utilities

including “sewer, grates, drainage, 
caps, popping...”

14 Mentions 
related to amenity 

conditions
including “playground, basketball 
courts, fields, rusty fencing, path, 

gates...”

If you feel that there are safety issues in the park, please explain why:



NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT

Aerial Image Source: Google Earth

LEGEND

 Walsh Playground Entrance
 School
 Community Center / Library
 Church / Temple
 Park
  Playground
  Passive Recreation
  Sport Field / Court
  Splash Pad
 
1. Dorchester South Burying Ground
2. Boston Library - Lower Mills
3. Saint Paul II Catholic Academy
4. Dorchester Park
5. Dr. William W. Henderson 
    Inclusion Upper School
6. Cedar Grove Cemetery
7. Dorchester YMCA
8. Gallivan Community Center
9. Ventura Park (DCR)
10. Thetford Evans Playground
11. Boston International High School
12. Roberts Playground
13. Gladeside I Urban Wild
14. TechBoston Academy
15. Lee Academy Pilot School
16. Neponset River Trail (DCR)
17. Ryan Playground (DCR)



IMMEDIATE SURROUNDINGS

Aerial Image Source: Google Earth

 Walsh Playground Entrance
 Walsh Playground Fence
 Residential
 Commercial
 Industrial Commercial
 Healthcare
 School
 Church / Temple
 Park
 Bus Stop
 
 
 
1. Dorchester South Burying Ground
2. Carney Hospital
3. Dorchester Park
4. Harbor Health Services
5. Saint Gregory Parish Catholic Church
6. Wesley United Methodist Church
7. Saint John Paul II Catholic Academy
8. The Boston Home

LEGEND



INSPIRATION IMAGERY | HISTORIC MAPS

1870 1874 1904
Leventhal Map Center Leventhal Map CenterLeventhal Map Center



INSPIRATION IMAGERY | HISTORIC AERIALS

1955 1983 2008
USGS Map Junction MassGIS



EXISTING CONDITIONS | SITE PLAN
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PRECEDENT IMAGES | PROPOSED RENOVATIONS

centralpark.com

Site Specialists New York

Michael Krinke Getty Images

starkparks.com/parks/hoover-trail

Renovated Softball Field

Renovated Playground Walking Loop Park Entrance Gate

Renovated Basketball Court Renovated  Tennis Court

Ed Wonsek Art Works Inc.



PRECEDENT IMAGES | NEW SITE FURNISHINGS

Wayfinding

Water Station

Waste Receptacles

Port-a-Potty Enclosure

Bike Racks

Pedestrian Lighting

BottleFillingStations.com Poligon Enclosures

Cycle Safe311.boston.gov

www.atpiluminacion.com



PRECEDENT IMAGES | VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

Aslan Foundation thegrassmaster.com Penny Whistle Photography

Texas Tree Surgeons Morton Arboretum, Earl Richardson

Renovated Multi-use Lawn New Fence with Concrete Mow Strip 
at Clancy Road

Invasive Understory Removal

Branch Pruning on Existing Trees for Health & Safety Protect Existing Mature Trees New Shade & Ornamental Plantings



PROPOSED DESIGN | OPTIONS
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OPTION A OPTION B OPTION C
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Playground
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PROPOSED DESIGN | OPTION A
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PRECEDENT IMAGES | OPTION A ”HILLS, MOUNTAINS, & VALLEYS” PLAYGROUND

KOMPAN ForeverLawn KOMPAN

KOMPANKOMPAN Berliner Seilfabrik

Tower, Slide & Rope Climbers

Age 2-5 Play Features Musical Instruments Wheelchair Accessible Play Features Swings

Integrated Slope Features Age 2-5 Play Structure



PRECEDENT IMAGES | OPTION A

Curved Shade Structure

Splash Pad with Ground SpraysBacked Bench Seating

Dual-Use Tennis & Pickleball Lines

Ed Wonsek Art Works Inc.

StreetLife

Victor Stanley

El Dorado Golf & Country Club



Playground
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PROPOSED DESIGN | OPTION B
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PRECEDENT IMAGES | OPTION B ”WOODLAND OBSTACLE COURSE” PLAYGROUND

Tower, Climbers, & Slides Age 2-5 Play Structure

Climbing Structure Accessible Panels Accessible Group Swing Zipline

Berliner SeilfabrikLandscape Structures Inc. Landscape Structures Inc.

Landscape Structures Inc.Landscape Structures Inc. Landscape Structures Inc.

KOMPAN

Balance Challenges



PRECEDENT IMAGES | OPTION B

Graphic Splash Pad Dog Park

Shade Pergola Backed Bench Seating Stream-Inspired Paving & Circulation

UrbnParks.com

Landscape FormsOutdoor Elements Qi Xi

Ed Wonsek Art Works Inc.

Parcourse Path with Workout Stations

330mcgill.com
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PROPOSED DESIGN | OPTION C
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PRECEDENT IMAGES | OPTION C “BRIDGES & PLATFORMS” PLAYGROUND

Landscape Structures Inc.

Landscape Structures Inc. Landscape Structures Inc.Landscape Structures Inc.

Post & Platform Tower

Swings Ramp-Accessible Structures Monkey Bars Group Spinner

Age 2-5 Post & Platform Play Structure Musical Instruments

Ed Wonsek Art Works Inc. Anthony Crisafulli

Ed Wonsek Art Works Inc.



PRECEDENT IMAGES | OPTION C

Graphic Splash Pad Graphic Basketball Court Backed Bench Seating

Large Spectator Pergola Outdoor Gym

Berliner Seilfabrik

Form + SurfacesArtsATL



PROPOSED DESIGN | OPTIONS
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LISTENING & DISCUSSION

Help us build great parks.  
Let us know what matters to you.



October 3, 2023
Boston Parks and Recreation

THANK YOU!

Visit the Project Webpage for Updates 
www.boston.gov/walsh-playground 
or email the BPRD project manager 

amy.linne@boston.gov

For questions, maintenance requests or 
concerns regarding any of our 

parks contact 311


