
Welcome! 
The meeting will start soon. 

To start, use the chat feature to tell us your name and 
how you heard about this workshop.

We’re recording! 

Chat
Add comments and 
your answers to our 
questions here!
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12 December, 2023
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• The Boston Parks and Recreation Department 
will be recording the meeting and posting to our 
project webpage for those who are unable to 
attend the Zoom meeting live.

• It is possible that participants may also be 
recording the meeting with their phones cameras 
or other devices. If you do not wish to be recorded 
during this meeting, please keep your microphone 
muted and camera off.

• Please share with your neighbors and friends, 
boston.gov/town-field

MEETING
RECORDING

This meeting is being 
recorded!



Raise hand to ask for audio / video 
permission to ask questions or 
provide comments

To use these non-verbal 
options click on participants 
(bottom of screen); these 
options will pop up in side bar

Via web:
Chat to ask questions / comments or 
provide responses to poll questions

Via web:
Turn video on/off

Joining via phone?
Use *9 to raise hand to ask for audio / 
video permission to ask questions or 
provide comments

During the Q&A:During the presentation:

ZOOM TIPS



TONIGHT’S AGENDA

Project Overview (5 mins) 

  Introductions + Team

  Project Schedule + Process

Project Guiding Principles + Alternatives (35 mins)

  What We’ve Heard

  Project Guiding Principles

  Conceptual Alternatives + Feedback

Discussion (50 mins)

 



Project Overview
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PROJECT SCHEDULE + OVERVIEW

Develop the design, respond to 
community feedback, and create 

documents for pricing.

Once the City reviews 
and approves a budget 

for the work, it will move 
into final design. 

PROGRAM 
DEVELOPMENT PHASE

FINAL DESIGN 
PHASES
(Future)

FALL
2023

WINTER 
2023-2024

SPRING 
2024

SITE ANALYSIS PHASE: 
UNDERSTAND, ENGAGE + 

ENVISION

LISTEN TEST CONCEPTUAL 
IDEAS

CONFIRM 
REFINED CONCEPT

More Opportunity to Participate 
when the design progresses into 

construction documents!

Understand the site’s 
past and present; listen 
to community priorities; 

imagine the park together!

WE ARE HERE!



Expanding Walkable Access to Parks

Addressing Equity

Climate Resilience

Health 

Community Building

Accessible and Available to All

Diverse, Balanced, and Efficient Mix of Uses

Meaningful and Inclusive Community Engagement

Adaptive and Resilient Landscapes Promote 

 Connections 

Great 
Boston 
Parks

City of Boston 
Priorities

Parks & 
Recreation 
Goals

Community 
Input

Safety & 
Regulatory 
Guidelines
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The City and the design team are 
here to listen. 

We'll share some information, ask a 
lot of questions, and look forward to 
your input. 

We hope that you:

• Learn more about what the community values about 
Town Field.

• Express your thoughts on what works in each design 
concept, and what needs improvement.

• Share your excitement about the future of Town Field 
with others who might want to express their opinions.

TONIGHT’S GOALS!



Project Guiding Principles



TOWN FIELD TODAY - AN ACTIVE AND BELOVED PARK
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Thank you to the voices that 
have already introduced us 
to Town Field!



WHAT WE’VE HEARD
Multi-purpose 

field use is desirable
Space for community group 
activities (fitness + games) A small stage as a 

gathering area

Edge along homes 
to be considered

Entrances to the 
park need definition 

Softball field and basketball courts 
are well used; baseball less so

Bleachers are not required, but some 
seating to watch sports is desirable

Infrastructure concerns: 
drainage and fencing

Plan for 
large events

Park Edges, Arrival 
and Circulation

Playing and 
Watching Sports

Social Activities 
and Events

Community garden needs 
storage and access to water



PROJECT GUIDING PRINCIPLES

A Welcoming and 
Connected Park 

Experience

Great parks have great 
edges and entries. 

How do we make sure it 
feels comfortable to arrive 

at and navigate through 
Town Field?

This is a recreational 
destination for all of 

Dorchester. 

What sports fields and 
courts best support the 

needs of this community? 

The neighborhood already 
celebrates, protests and 
socializes in Town Field. 

How can the park better 
support event and 

everyday use? 

A Diversity of Active 
Field Recreation 

Opportunities

The Heart of the 
Fields Corner 
Community



A Welcoming 
+ Connected 
Experience

The Fields

The Fields

Park Edges and Arrival

The Center

Tonight we’ll look 
at two options for 
each of three park 
areas. 

We’ll ask you what 
you prefer and then 
consider together 
how the preferred 
ideas could mix and 
match!

The Heart of the 
Fields Corner 
Community

A Diversity of 
Active Field 
Recreation 

Opportunities



A Welcoming and 
Connected Experience
Great parks have great edges and entries. 
How do we make sure it feels comfortable 
to arrive at and navigate through Town 
Field?



OPTION B: 

Increase Entries and Loops
OPTION A: 

Celebrate the Historic Gateways

Park St Historic 
Entrance

Primary 
Entrance

Secondary 
Entrance

Planted Buffer

Dot Ave 
Entrance

Bourneside St 
Entrance



OPTION B: 

Increase Entries and Loops
OPTION A: 

Celebrate the Historic Gateways

Town Field: Park St entrance

Bourneside St entrance Dorchester Ave entrance

Mary Hannon Park, Roxbury

Garvey Playground, Dorchester



POLL QUESTION 1

Tell us how you think 
Town Field should 
welcome the community! 
By...

  Celebrating the     
  Historic GatewaysA.

  Increase entries and   
  loops
B.

  Other - tell us in the    
  chat!C.



This is a recreational destination for all of 
Dorchester. What sports fields and courts best 
support the needs of this community? 

A Diversity of Active Field 
Recreation Opportunities



OPTION A: 

Diversify Baseball Field with Striping

Softball

Pump 
TrackSkate Park 

or Parkours

Futsal, Pickleball 
or Street Hockey

Baseball

Baseball + 
Softball

Soccer / 
multiuse 

striping at 
alternate 
seasons

Soccer / 
multiuse 

striping at 
alternate 
seasons

OPTION B: 

Relocate Softball Field and 
Diversify Northeast Corner



Parkour
Town Field, Belmont

Skate Park
Smith Field, Allston

Street Hockey
Moakley Park, Boston

OPTION A: 

Diversify Baseball Field with Striping
OPTION B: 

Relocate Softball Field and 
Diversify Northeast Corner

Garvey Playground, Dorchester

McConnell Park, Boston



POLL QUESTION 2

Tell us which active 
recreation fields and 
courts best support 
the needs of this 
community? 

A.

Relocate Softball,  
Diversify northern corner

Diversify Baseball Field 
with Striping

B.

Other - tell us in the      
chat!C.



POLL QUESTION 3

Which additional recreational activities most appeal to you?

Other - tell us in the chat!

A.  Pump Track

B.  Futsal

C.  Skate Park

E.  Pickleball

F.  Street Hockey

G.  Lawn Games (bocce, cornhole)

H.  Lawn Tennis

I.  

D.  Parkours

Bocce
Langone & Puopolo Park, Boston

Parkour
Town Field, Belmont

Futsal
Colt Park, Hartford CT

Pump Track
Smith Field, Allston

Pickleball
South Street Courts & Mall, Jamaica Plain



The neighborhood already celebrates, 
protests and socializes in this space. 
How can the park better support 
event and everyday use? 

A Green Heart of the 
Fields Corner Community



OPTION B: 

Zones of Sports and 
Community Gathering 

OPTION A: 

Parallel Spines with 
Hillside Amphitheater Seating

Basketball

Basketball

Baseball

Seating on 
Slope

Community 
Garden and Plaza

Softball
Seating on 
Slope

Plaza / 
Promenade

Plaza / 
PromenadeSeating and 

Community 
Garden



OPTION B: 

Zones of Sports and 
Community Gathering 

Garvey Playground, Dorchester Langone & Puopolo Park, Boston

Garvey Playground, Boston

OPTION A: 

Parallel Spines with 
Hillside Amphitheater Seating



POLL QUESTION 4

  Parallel spines with   
  hillside bleachersA.

  Zones of sports and    
  community gatheringB.

  Other - tell us in the    
  chat!C.

Tell us how the park can 
better support event 
and everyday use?  



A Welcoming and Connected 
Park Experience

A Diversity of Active 
Recreation Opportunities

The Heart of the Fields 
Corner Community



THANK YOU!
Please join us for a discussion on the project!

 Agency
 Landscape + Planning



• Please be respectful and mindful of each 
other’s time when asking questions / providing 
comments, so that all attendees are able to 
participate in the meeting.

• Please wait until all attendees have had the 
opportunity to ask a question / provide a 
comment before providing additional questions / 
comments.

• You can always set up a conversation with Nathan 
Frazee, Nathan.Frazee@boston.gov, to further 
discuss the project or process.

DISCUSSION 
GUIDELINES

Let’s ensure the 
conversation is 
respectful and leaves 
room for all voices!



DISCUSSION!
A Welcoming and Connected 

Park Experience
A Diversity of Active 

Recreation Opportunities
The Heart of the Fields 

Corner Community



THANK YOU!
Please visit the project webpage: boston.gov/town-field

The next community meeting will be in winter 2023

For questions, maintenance requests or concerns 
regarding any of our parks contact 311

 Agency
 Landscape + Planning
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