
McKinney Park
Brighton, Boston,MA

Community Meeting 1: April 25, 2016, 6:30pm
Location: Brighton Marine Health Center

   Introductions :   Cathy Baker-Eclipse, BPRD Project Manager
        Clara Batchelor, CBA Landscape Architects, LLC, Principal
        Jessica Choi, CBA Landscape Architects, LLC, Designer

   Project Schedule and Overview

   BPRD Design Principles

   Context, Site History, Existing Conditions, and Site Analysis

   Community Input and Feedback



McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
BPRD PARK DESIGN PRINCIPLES

•	 Preserve and protect existing trees; expand tree canopy where feasible to increase   
 shade (3.1b)

•	 Expand usable park area where feasible and appropriate; reclaim park lands that   
 have been turned over to non-public park uses

•	 Improve universal access; incorporate inclusive design principals where appropriate  
 (1.1e, 2.1c) 

•	 Enhance park visibility

•	 Improve park access (this can be about ADA access, safe routes to parks, visible en- 
 tries, adding entries, providing pedestrian access where we have previously only ac- 
 comodated vehicles) (1.1e, 2.4 d)

•	 Preserve and enhance existing active recreation spaces (ballfields and courts take up  
 a lot of space and they are valuable recreational assets)

•	 Design flexible, multi-functional park spaces that serve park users of all ages (1.1b)



McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
ADDITIONAL OUTWARD IMPACTS OF PARKS

•	 Increase property values

•	 Reduce crime

•	 Provide spaces for physical activity, which has positive health impacts

•	 Provide mental health benefits and stress reduction

•	 Can host events and gatherings, which foster community



CONTEXT



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDCONTEXT OPENS SPACES IN ALLSTON-BRIGHTON

S I T E



McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
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HISTORY



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDHISTORY TIMELINE 

Request to aquire land by Park Commission

Land acquired by City for Playground purposes.  Approved by Mayor.  
Area taken included 7 lots--approximately 258,819 sq.ft. or 5,942 acres. 

Named “McKinney Playground” by Park Commissioners, “in honor of 
Sgt. Arthur Finotti McKinney who died from wound incurred in the World 
War.”

Park Improvements

Park Improvements

Park Improvements

Playground Improvements

Various Sports Court Improvements

Jun 11, 1930

Dec 10, 1930

Apr 10, 1931

1970

1977

1988

2004

2008



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDHISTORY 1930

7 Lots acquired by 
Park Commission of 
Boston (about 5,942 
acres)



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDHISTORY 1931

•	 New Grading 
•	 Pavilion



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDHISTORY 1969

•	 Basketball and  
 Tennis Courts
•	 Baseball Areas



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDHISTORY 1970

•	 Tot Lot
•	 Baseball Fields  
 more defined



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDHISTORY 1989

•	 New tot lot
•	 Hockey Court
•	 New southern  
 entry
•	 No pavilion



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDHISTORY 2004 & 2008

2004 Playground Improvements

2008 Sports Courts Improvements



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDPRESENT CONDITIONS



McKINNEY PLAYGROUND

SITE ANALYSIS



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDSITE ANALYSIS EXISTING CONDITIONS
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDSITE ANALYSIS CIRCULATION
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUND

LEGEND

   ELECTRIC LINE

   WATER LINE

   DRAIN LINE
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDSITE ANALYSIS PLAYGROUND AREA



McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
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Drainage issues;
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDSITE ANALYSIS SPORTS COURTS

Hockey

Basketball



McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUND

Soccer

Courts
Softball

SITE ANALYSIS - SPORTS FIELDS



McKINNEY PLAYGROUND
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McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDSITE ANALYSIS SOUTHERN ENTRY “PINCH POINT”

View back from cut-throughView back from staircase



McKINNEY PLAYGROUNDSITE ANALYSIS - PARK USAGE (2013 - PRESENT) 

BASEBALL
737 for Baseball

SOFTBALL FIELD
524 for Softball
1 for Kickball

LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD
505 for Little League

SOCCER FIELD
152 for Soccer
16 for Field Hockey

PLAYGROUND
6 for Artists in Residence Workshops

MISCELLANEOUS
30 for “Sports”
8 for “Summer Sports”
4 for “Field Day”
3 for “Family Fun Day”
1 for “Boston UPC’s Community Block Party”
1 for “Customer Operation Event”

Baseball Field
37%

Softball Field
26.41%

Little League Field
25%

Soccer Field
8.45%

Miscellaneous
2.36%

Playground
.3%

Activity Permits per Park Area
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SUMMARY 



McKINNEY PLAYGROUND

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK


