
Improvements to
HARDIMAN PLAYGROUND
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Boston Parks and Recreation
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PROJECT TEAM
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
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MEMORIALIZATION



SEPTEMBER 23 2023
1ST COMMUNITY MEETING

FEBRUARY 8TH  2024
3RD COMMUNITY MEETING

SPRING 2025
CONSTRUCTION START
ESTIMATED COST OF CONSTRUCTION:
$TBD

NOVEMBER 13TH 2023
2ND COMMUNITY MEETING

SUMMER/FALL 2024
CONSTRUCTION 
DOCUMENTATION

SPRING 2024
4TH COMMUNITY 
MEETING

SPRING 2026
ANTICIPATED PARK
RE-OPENING
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PROJECT SCHEDULE & FUNDING



CITY OF BOSTON
PRIORITIES

PARKS + RECREATION
GOALS

COMMUNITY
INPUT

PARK 
DESIGN

SAFETY GUIDELINES+
REGULATORY
GUIDELINES
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• Improvements to 2-5 and 5-12 playground and water play

• Improvements to Little League Field and infrastructure

• Provide ADA access

• Improvements to site amenities

• Repainting of basketball court and added seating

• Formalize the dog park

11

 PROJECT SCOPE
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ENGAGEMENT
RESULTS



SEPTEMBER.23 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ONLINE SURVEY
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COMMUNITY INPUT



42 RESPONSES ARE RECEIVED
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SURVEY SUMMARY



POST AND PLATFORM

HYBRID

WEB CLIMBER
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SURVEY SUMMARY
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

ACTIVITIES:
• Play at the playground
• Use the water feature
• Exercise
• Walk through
• Picnic
• Relax
• Attend special events

LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD:
• Keep field, concern about having dog  
    on the field.
• Needs improvement-new benches, 

drainage, and storage.
• Bleachers in dog area can go.
• Foul ball hazards

BASKETBALL:
• Heavily used especially in the evenings.
• Need additional seating.
• Some shade would be nice.

DOGS:
• Occasionally, dogs are seen off-leash in 

the play area.
• A formalized dog park would help.

PLAY STRUCTURES:
• Better splash pad
• More swings/ADA swings
• Slides are too high
• Some smooth concrete areas 

are nice for chalking.
• Risk play is smart play.
• Handrails/Ninja warrior
• Balancing activities, lily pads, 

walls, balance beams, climbing 
structures.

Site Amenities 
Requested:
• Shade over the swings & 

courts
• Toilets
• Keep trees and add more 

Shade.
• Picnic tables
• Better flashlight at crosswalk 

to park, car speed through it
• ADA entrance
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DESIGN STUDY
• LITTLE LEAGUE 

• BASKETBALL COURT

• NEW PLAYGROUND PROGRAMMING AND CIRCULATION OPTIONS

• PLAY EQUIPMENT CHOICES   

• SITE AMENITIES



OPTION A

OPTION C

OPTION B

OPTION D (RECOMMENDED) 18

LITTLE LEAGUE STUDY OPTIONS



N

CONFIGURATION 

PROS
• Good solar orientation
• Allows space for dog area to remain
• Spectator access around backstop
• More space between field and 

playground

CONS
• Reduced outfield size

5’ W
ALKWAY

BLEACHERS

VEHICLE ACCESS

3 DEGREE ROTATION

8’

30’

NEW ACCESS GATE

EXISTING RELOCATED REGULATION

1ST BASE 
FOUL LINE

160’ 155’(+/-) 200’

CENTER 
FIELD

190’ 190’ 200’

3RD BASE 
FOUL LINE 173’ 175’ 200’

PROPOSED 
SHELTER

17
5’

155’(+/-)

190’
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LITTLE LEAGUE 



DUGOUT BLEACHER
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LITTLE LEAGUE 
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BASKETBALL COURT



COURT DIMENSIONS

• High school, and Junior High 
court 84 feet by 50 feet 

• Minimum of 3 feet is 
required for out-of-bound 
space but where there is 
spectator seating 10 feet is 
recommended.

• Additional seating preferred 
as courts used for summer 
camps as well as several 
exercise groups

• Shade is also desired

8.
8’

4.
3’

9.6’

8’

9.6’

100’

66
’

50’ x 77’

Shade Structure
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BASKETBALL COURT



TREXX DECKING
(COMPOSITE WOOD)

8’
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BASKETBALL COURT



TRADITIONAL PAINTING COLORFUL PAINTING MULTI-SPORT GAME COURT KID GAMES COURT
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BASKETBALL COURT
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NEW PLAYGROUND PROGRAMMING 
AND CIRCULATION OPTIONS



SWINGS PICNIC TODDLER 2-5 WATER PLAY5-12

DESIGN CONCEPTS

EXISTING CONCEPT A

CONCEPT B CONCEPT C
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CONCEPT A-THE CAMP
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CONCEPT A-THE CAMP
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CONCEPT A-THE CAMP (5-12 STRUCTURE)



2-5 TODDLER
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CONCEPT A-THE CAMP (2-5/TODDLER STRUCTURE)
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CONCEPT B-SPACE PODS



11

22 33
AA

BB

CC

11 22

33
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CONCEPT B-SPACE PODS
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CONCEPT B-SPACE PODS (5-12 STRUCTURE)



2-5 TODDLER
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CONCEPT B-SPACE PODS (2-5/TODDLER STRUCTURE)
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CONCEPT C-URBAN TOPS
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22 33

AA

BB

CC
11 22

33
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CONCEPT C-URBAN TOPS
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CONCEPT C-URBAN TOPS (5-12 STRUCTURE)



2-5 TODDLER
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CONCEPT C-URBAN TOPS(2-5/TODDLER STRUCTURE)



5-12 TODDLER
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SWINGS



BIKE RACK TRASH CAN METAL BENCH
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BOSTON PARK STANDARD SITE FURNISHINGS



PICNIC TABLE BENCH
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NON-STANDARD SITE FURNISHINGS



EXISTING
SPLASH PAD

EXISTING
SPLASH PAD

EXISTING
SPLASH PAD

42

SPLASH PAD 
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COLOR PATTERN AND PALETTE OPTIONS
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THE CAMP

URBAN TOPS

SPACE PODS

COLOR PATTERN AND PALETTE OPTIONS



RICE STONE SURFACING DOUBLE GATE SEATING AND DOG WATER FOUNTAIN
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DOG PARK FEATURES
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DOG PARK AGILITY EQUIPMENT
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THANK YOU!

February 8, 2024
Boston Parks and Recreation

For questions, maintenance requests or 
concerns regarding any of our 

parks contact 311

Final meeting will be in Spring 2024.  Please reach out to 
Lauren Bryant at Lauren.Bryant@boston.gov if you would 

like to be on the e-mail list for the meeting information


