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PROJECT TEAM

PROJECT GOALS AND SCOPE

PRESENTATION OF DESIGN CONCEPT

TREE EVALUATION

CLOSING REMARKS & NEXT STEPS

LISTENING AND DISCUSSION



PROJECT TEAM
Lauren Bryant
Project Manager
lauren.bryant@boston.gov or 617-961-3019

Office of Neighborhood Services:
Roxbury: 		  Asha Janay			   asha.janay@boston.gov
Mattapan: 		  Asiah Wotring		  asiah.wotring@boston.gov
Mid-Dorchester: 	Anthony Nguyen	 anthony.nguyen@boston.gov
Jamaica Plain: 	 Caroline Peters		  caroline.peters@boston.gov

Kyle Zick
Principal, Kyle Zick Landscape Architecture, Inc.

Yongjae Lee
Associate, Kyle Zick Landscape Architecture, Inc.

David Nardone
Principal, Vision Sports Design



•	 	 Tennis complex expansion 

•	 	 Tennis lighting 

•	 	 Picnic area

•	 	 Parking edge 

•	 	 Pathways

FRANKLIN PARK TENNIS DESIGN SCOPE OF WORK
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OCTOBER 2024 
Community Meeting 1
October 28, 2024

Summer/Fall 2025
Construction Start

After Juneteenth

JANUARY 2025 
Community Meeting 2

January 14, 2025

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 
2024
Schematic Design

DECEMBER/JANUARY 
Design Development

MARCH 2025 
Community Meeting 3
March 26, 2025

PROJECT SCHEDULE & FUNDING 

SPRING 2025
Bid

SPRING 2025 
Boston Water and 
Sewer Submission

SPRING 2025 
Boston Landmark 
Submission

APRIL 2025 
Construction Documents
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TENNIS USAGE SCHEDULE- WEEKDAYS
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(added lighting)
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                                 season

TENNIS USAGE SCHEDULE-WEEKDAYS
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TENNIS USAGE SCHEDULE- WEEKENDS
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JUN  16
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 AUG 31
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OCT 1 -
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MAY 16
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BPS- 
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Community expanded 
(added lighting)

Conflict
Potential Conflict- BPS post    
                                 season

TENNIS USAGE SCHEDULE-WEEKENDS
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279278 Recommendations | Amplify Magnet DestinationsFranklin Park Action Plan

Investing in the Major Magnets
The park has a long legacy of serving many groups 

in many different ways - from performance and 

recreation to education and community building. 

Recommendations for the Major Magnets build on 

each of their histories and amplify the programs 

and character of each space, further enhancing 

these four major destinations, each with a defined 

identity and unique offerings.

Highlighting the Mini Magnets
The park’s smaller destinations include wide-ranging 

improvements and programming that support the 

day-to-day use of the park. As opposed to the major 

magnets, these destinations may repeat on multiple 

sides of the park, promoting a more equitable 

distribution of certain programs and encouraging 

convenient and habitual use from the surrounding 

neighborhoods. Sometimes situated at elevational 

high or low points, mini magnets also allow visitors to 

experience the park’s dramatic topography.

The Yard: 

A Commitment to 

Care & Stewardship

Peabody Circle: 

A Civic Gateway

Ellicottdale: 

A Place for  

Gathering & Relaxation

The Playstead: 

A Center for Arts  

& Recreation

Diversifying Destinations
The park already has many, much-loved centers of 

activity. Larger destinations are often anchored by 

stakeholder offerings (like the zoo or the stadium), 

while smaller destinations are usually distributed and 

repeat throughout the park. Clarifying the design 

of each of these destinations and expanding their 

programming where desirable will ensure that all 

sides of the park can fully, and in distinct ways, serve 

gatherings both large and small.

The Big Picture
Amplify Magnet Destinations
Franklin Park was intended to serve as a common ground — a place for recreation, relaxation, and to experience 

nature — welcoming all communities and bringing people together for shared experiences that support 

discovery, education, and mental and physical health. We must celebrate all it has to offer and build on its long 

legacy of serving many groups in many ways. Larger centers of activity must be complemented by smaller 

destinations distributed throughout the park.

Protecting Historic Features
While most of the historic structures in the 

park no longer exist or are in serious decline, 

they continue to draw visitors. The key 

remaining elements deserve a comprehensive 

conditions assessment and an updated 

historic structures report to inform either 

restoration or future transformation.

High Points - Lookouts

Low Points - Unique Ecologies

Play & Education

Mini Magnets

Franklin Park Action Plan
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321320 Recommendations | Amplify Magnet DestinationsFranklin Park Action Plan

Support Flexible Use
Provide Open Lawns
Ellicottdale spans moderate elevation change, with distinct upper and lower lawns joined together by a rolling 

embankment. The upper lawn, anchored by popular tennis courts, provides flexible space for family and friends 

to spend time outdoors in open lawn or near the parking at its edge. The lower lawn, shaped like a subtle bowl, sits 

adjacent to the Ellicott Arch and wet woodland and meadow habitats. As the only remaining open lawn space aside 

from the Country Park, the valued flexibility of Ellicottdale should be maintained, while improving its beauty and 

better supporting its use with programming and amenities to serve families and friends coming together.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS

A family reunion BBQ on the Upper Lawn.

The lower lawn could serve as an open, flexible lawn during the 
day, like the Long Meadow in Prospect Park.

Movie nights could be hosted on the lower lawn in the evenings.

ELLICOTTDALE’S OPEN LAWNS

THE LOWER LAWN

Shattuck 
Hospital

The Wilderness

Scarboro Hill

The Golf Course

Proposed Open Spaces

Upper Lawns 

Lower Lawn

Expanded Tennis Courts 

Pavilion / Shade Structure

1

1

2
3
4

4
3

2

Engage the Edge
• Provide a pavilion or shade shelter with restrooms, 

water fountains, and storage adjacent to the parking 

area, Circuit Loop path, the upper lawn and tennis 

courts.

• Expand tennis courts along the woodland edge, as 

to not interrupt the long view through the Upper 

Lawn to the Lower; provide seating for spectators in 

the shade.

Make Gathering Spaces on the Upper Lawn
• Establish the upper lawn for family gatherings 

by providing seating, tables, and BBQ areas for a 

variety of group sizes  within newly planted canopy 

tree groves.

Return the Lower Lawn to Flexible Use
• Allow the lower lawn at Ellicottdale to be primarily 

dedicated to passive and flexible uses, like family 

gatherings, informal games and play, and expanded 

small-scale programming, like exercise classes.

• Maintain the softball field in the short-term; as 

active recreation improvements are made at The 

Playstead, consider phasing out the Ellicottdale 

softball field to further establish the only flexible 

passive lawn in the park with community input.

Informal 
Lawn Games

Exercise 
Classes

Movie Night Picnic

BBQ

1

2

3

Franklin Park Action Plan
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Define a Sense of Place
Use Planting to Structure Circulation
Ellicottdale is an ecological crossroads of sorts - a place where rocky woodland and wetland meet to surround 

intimate open lawns at separate elevations. But the space today lacks definition and a unifying character. The 

Shattuck edge is harsh with expansive paving and few trees, and the golf course blurs into the lower lawn, 

discouraging free use. By using planting to extend the unique character of adjacent areas, frame open space, and 

establish clear connections, Ellicottdale and its frequent users can claim the space to support its everyday use.

CIRCULATION & PLANTING RECOMMENDATIONS

The Shattuck Hospital edge today, adjacent to the Ellicottdale 
parking area (above). With the redevelopment of the Shattuck 
site comes an opportunity to purposefully re-integrate it into 
the park. The future site design should include considerations 
for a unified landscape character that seamlessly blends the 
Shattuck property with the park, embedding large buildings and 
parking in a significant landscape buffer on all sides, new ADA 
pedestrian connections between the Shattuck site and the park, 
and increased canopy trees throughout.

DEFINE SPACE THROUGH PLANTING

ELLICOTTDALE CIRCULATION & PLANTING

Shattuck 
Hospital

The Wilderness

The Golf Course

Proposed Circulation & Planting

The Circuit Loop 

1/2 mile Ellicott Loop 

Flowering Tree Walk

Wet Woodland & Wet Meadow Trail

Parking Lot

Opportunity for some restored park 
land at the Shattuck site

1

1

2

2

3

4
4

5

6

5

6

3

Open Lawns 

Buffer Planting

Evergreen Planting

Existing Adjacent Woodlands

ParkingShattuck Embankment The Circuit Loop Comfort Station Upper Lawn Meadow Embankment Lower Lawn

Create Connections & Frame the Lawns
• Emphasize and enhance the range of surrounding 

ecologies as a distinctive feature of Ellicottdale.

• Transition from woodland to open character along 

the Shattuck edge; remove the fence and plant the 

embankment with evergreen species that transition 

to deciduous moving north; provide views to the 

upper lawn and make path connections to welcome 

interaction and shared use.

• Plant the upper area with groves of canopy trees to 

create spaces for gathering in the shade. 

• Define open lawns with meadow buffers; clear open 

views between the upper and lower lawn, and plant 

the embankment; establish separation between the 

lower lawn and the golf course with a meadow edge.

• Let secondary circulation move around open lawns, 

connecting to adjacent park spaces while leaving 

the center open for activity and clear views.

• Provide trail and boardwalk access to unique 

environments, like the wet meadow and wet 

woodland adjacent to the lower lawn.

Scarboro Hill

1

Franklin Park Action Plan
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Make a Place for Gathering & Relaxation
Ellicottdale
From birthday parties and family reunions to formal and informal sports and relaxing outside, Ellicottdale serves 

family and friends by providing spaces in contrast to what The Playstead offers (large-scale events and active 

recreation). But Ellicottdale’s adjacencies – Shattuck Hospital, the golf course, and its dense woodlands – leave 

the area feeling undefined and its intended uses somewhat ambiguous. By clarifying its edges, the area can better 

serve its original intent: a smaller version of the Country Park meadow to support flexible use and everyday life. 

Ambiguity Leaves the Space 
Underused

Shattuck Hospital Acts as a Barrier

Fragmented Ecology

ELLICOTTDALE RECOMMENDATIONS

KEY CHALLENGES

The existing tennis courts near the Upper Lawn.

Informal activities on the Lower Lawn.

THE WILDERNESS

THE GOLF COURSE

THE C
IR

CUIT LOOP

THE LOWER LAWN

THE UPPER LAWN

SHATTUCK HOSPITAL

SCARBORO HILL

Support Flexible Use with Open 
Lawns

Define a Sense of Place & Use 
Planting to Structure Circulation

P

Existing Bus Stop 

Parking Lot 

Bikeshare/Bike Parking

P

B

B

1

2

3

Franklin Park Action Plan
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN TO REVIEW

1

2

3

4

5

5 TENNIS COURTS

TENNIS AMENITIES

PATHWAYS

ENTRANCES

PICNIC AREA
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FRANKLIN PARK - 
Olmsted Lithographic Plan
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FRANKLIN PARK - 
Olmsted Lithographic Plan 
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TENNIS GROUNDS

FRANKLIN PARK - 
Olmsted Lithographic Plan with Aerial Photo 
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SITE ANALYSIS - 
EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN
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01/06/2025Improvement of Franklin Park Tennis Courts Existing Condition Plan
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12/04/2024Improvement of Franklin Park Tennis Courts Existing Condition Plan

EXISTING 		
ACCESS 
POINTS

EXISTING 		
ACCESS 
POINTS

IMPORTANT
EXISTING TREES

EXISTING 		
(2) TENNIS 
COURTS

ALUMINUM 
BLEACHERS

(2) BIKE RACKS

PICNIC TABLES 	
    IN LAWN
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SITE ANALYSIS - 
EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE PLAN OF 5 TENNIS COURTS
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03/212025Improvement of Franklin Park Tennis Courts DD plan
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12/04/2024Improvement of Franklin Park Tennis Courts Existing Condition Plan

IMPORTANT
EXISTING TREE

REALIGN 
THE PATH TO 
CONNECT WITH 
EXISTING PATHS

REGULAR 
PICNIC TABLE 
W/ GRILL

ACCESSIBLE 
PICNIC TABLE 
W/ GRILL

1

2

3

4
(5) TENNIS COURTS

GATE

REMOVE 
EXISTING PATH

BLUE BIKE STATION
BIKE RACKS

BULLETIN BOARD

TRASH RECEPTACLE 

TRASH RECEPTACLE 

HOT COAL BARREL DRINKING FOUNTAIN

DRINKING FOUNTAIN

BIKE RACKS

BENCH

GRANITE BLOCKS

SCREEN FOR TEMPORARY RESTROOMS

RESET EXISTING PICNIC TABLES

10' HT. CHAIN LINK FENCE

LIGHT POLE

SHADED, 
TIERED SEATING

PLAYERS BENCH

PROPOSED TREE
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE PLAN OF 5 TENNIS COURTS
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE VIEWS OF 5 TENNIS COURTS

SITE VIEW #1
1
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE VIEWS OF 5 TENNIS COURTS

SITE VIEW #2
2
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE VIEWS OF 5 TENNIS COURTS

SITE VIEW #33
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE ENTRY OPTIONS

Puddingstone Edge
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE ENTRY OPTIONS

   Running block wall and bollards
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE ENTRY OPTIONS

	 Running block wall
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE ENTRY OPTIONS

Puddingstone semi-circle and bollards
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE VIEWS OF 5 TENNIS COURTS

SITE VIEW #4
4
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
PROPOSED TENNIS COURT LAYOUT - STAKING LOCATIONS
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02/12/2025Improvement of Franklin Park Tennis Courts DD progress plan -  option 1
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
TENNIS AMENITIES: SEATING, FENCE/GATE, LIGHTING

PLAYERS BENCH

PRACTICE WALL

TIERED SEATING

SHADE STRUCTURE

DRINKING 
FOUNTAIN

10' TALL CHAIN LINK FENCE GATE

BLUE BIKE STATION

PICNIC TABLES

BIKE RACKS

TRASH RECEPTACLE 

BULLETIN BOARD 

SCREEN FOR 
TEMPORARY 
RESTROOMS

10' TALL CHAIN LINK FENCE

30' TALL LIGHT POLES
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
TENNIS COURT COLOR OPTIONS
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN - 
PARK AMENITIES: PICNIC TABLES, GRILLS, TYPICAL BENCH

Picnic Table Accessible Picnic Table

Grill

Bike Racks

Typical Bench

Precedent of Shade Structure
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
TREE INVENTORY

!!(!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(
!!( !!(

!!(

!!(!!( !!(

!!( !!(
!!(
!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(
!!(

!!(!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(!!(
!!(

!!(

!!(
!!( !!( !!(

!!(
!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(
!!(
!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(!!(!!(
!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

27012702

2703

2704

2705

2706

2707

2708 2709 2710

2711
2712

2713

2714
2715

2716 2717

2718

2719

2720

2721

27222723

2724

2726
2727

2728

27292730

2731
2732

2733

2734

273527362737

2738

2739
2740 2741

2742
2743

2744

2745

2746

2747
2748

2749 2750

2751
2752

27532754
2755

2756

2757

7472

7473

7474

8003

8202

8749
8750

8752

8753

8754

8776

Tree Inventory
Franklin Park

Dorchester, MA

Data Sources: Nearmap Inc, ESRI, & The Davey Resource Group Inc

Projection: GCS WGS 1984
Map Creation: 12/20/2024

I
0 100 20050

Feet

Condition
Fair!!( Dead!!(Poor!!(Good!!(

Location Overview

!!(!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(
!!( !!(

!!(

!!(!!( !!(

!!( !!(
!!(
!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(
!!(

!!(!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(!!(
!!(

!!(

!!(
!!( !!( !!(

!!(
!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(
!!(
!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(!!(!!(
!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

!!(

27012702

2703

2704

2705

2706

2707

2708 2709 2710

2711
2712

2713

2714
2715

2716 2717

2718

2719

2720

2721

27222723

2724

2726
2727

2728

27292730

2731
2732

2733

2734

273527362737

2738

2739
2740 2741

2742
2743

2744

2745

2746

2747
2748

2749 2750

2751
2752

27532754
2755

2756

2757

7472

7473

7474

8003

8202

8749
8750

8752

8753

8754

8776

Tree Inventory
Franklin Park

Dorchester, MA

Data Sources: Nearmap Inc, ESRI, & The Davey Resource Group Inc

Projection: GCS WGS 1984
Map Creation: 12/20/2024

I
0 100 20050

Feet

Condition
Fair!!( Dead!!(Poor!!(Good!!(

Location Overview

NOTE

ALL TREES WITHIN THE PROJECT 
LIMITS WERE REVIEWED BY A 
CONSULTING CERTIFIED ARBORIST 
AND THEN REVIEWED AGAIN BY THE 
BOSTON PARKS ARBORIST.
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
PROPOSED TREE REMOVALS
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03/12/2025Improvement of Franklin Park Tennis Courts Tree Inventory Plan

LEGEND

 (25) TREES TO BE REMOVED:

	 (6) DEAD
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12/04/2024Improvement of Franklin Park Tennis Courts Existing Condition Plan
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
EXISTING TREE REMOVAL

LARGE OAK WITH 
DECAYED TRUNK. 
CRACK IN STRUCTURAL 
ROOT PROBING DECAY START PROBING DECAY ALL 

THE WAY THROUGH 
BASE

KENTUCKY COFFEETREE 
WITH LARGE CRACK IN 
TRUNK AND ON LARGE 
BRANCH
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN 
EXISTING TREE REMOVAL

SMALL TREES PROPOSED 
TO BE REMOVED 
FOR TENNIS COURT 
EXPANSION

DEAD POOR

INVASIVE DESIGN
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SITE CONCEPT - 
SITE PLAN OF 5 TENNIS COURTS
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LISTENING & DISCUSSION

Help us build great parks.  
Let us know what matters to you.
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NEXT STEPS

NEXT STEP(S)  

VISIT PROJECT WEBSITE

WEB LINK: 

https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-
recreation/franklin-park-tennis-expansion

•	 Design Development
•	 Boston Landmarks Commission Review

Scan me with your 
phone’s camera!



THANK YOU!

See the project website for future updates.

For questions, maintenance requests or 
concerns regarding any of our 

parks contact 311
March 26, 2025

Boston Parks and Recreation


