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Summary  

The Roslindale Bus Lanes are a 1.2 mile 
stretch of side-running peak-hour bus 
lanes between Forest Hills Station and 
Roslindale Square. 

The northbound lane is operation 5 a.m. 
- 10 a.m., and the southbound lane is 
operation 2 p.m. - 7 p.m. When not in 
operation both lanes are designated for 
parking. 

The lanes serve 10 bus routes, 15,000 
weekday riders- 1 in 20 weekday MBTA 
riders.  



Summary - Project Origin 

Rapid bus service between Forest Hills and 
Roslindale Square was identified as a key 
priority in Go Boston 2030, Boston’s guiding 
transportation plan. 

Before lane implementation, the average bus 
rider faced 10-15 minutes of delay, with trips 
taking as long as 30 minutes between 
Roslindale Village and Forest Hills. 



Summary - Key Figures 

1.2 miles 10 bus routes 15,000 riders 5% of the bus 
network

Washington Street 
Forest Hills to 

Roslindale Square

Routes 14, 30, 34, 34E, 
35, 36, 37, 40, 50, and 

51

An average of about 
15,000 bus riders on a 

typical weekday

1 in 20 weekday MBTA 
bus riders is on one of 

these ten routes

Data Source: MBTA



Summary - Timeline 

2017
Go Boston 2030 proposes 
Forest Hills to Roslindale 
Square Rapid Bus

DECEMBER 2017
One-day pilot testing

MAY 2018
Four-week bus lane pilot

JUNE 2018
AM inbound 
(northbound) 
bus lane made 
permanent

SPRING 2021
PM outbound 
(southbound) 
bus lane 
installed

SPRING 2023
New inbound bus 
lane extension is 
striped
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Data Analysis 

45%

55%

21%

31%

The inbound bus lane has cut trip time nearly 
in half! The average inbound trip is nearly 
twice as fast during the busiest time of day, 
and 90th percentile trips are more than twice 
as fast. 

The outbound lane has also seen significant 
decreases in both median and 90th percentile 
run time. 



Inbound Runtime 

During inbound bus lane 
operation, the average trip 
from Roslindale Village to 
Forest hills is up to six minutes 
faster. 

90th percentile run time is up 
to over eleven minutes- That’s 
more than twice as fast!   

At 8 a.m. today, the worst 10% 
of trips are almost four 
minutes faster than the 
average run time pre-bus lane. 



Outbound Runtime 

During outbound bus lane 
operation, the average trip 
from Roslindale Village to 
Forest hills is up to two 
minutes faster. 

90th percentile run time is up 
to four and a half minutes 
faster- That’s one minute 
faster per quarter mile!  
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Upcoming Improvements 

New Crosswalks
In coordination with the Planning Department's Squares + Streets 
initiative, two potential new crosswalks were identified. These 
crosswalks at Granfield Ave and Whipple Ave would close a gap of over 
1,900 feet without a crossing.

Bus Lane Refresh 
It has been over 5 years since the bus lanes were striped. Repainting them 
will ensure they continue to operate as intended.


