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DESIGN TEAM

Ricardo Austrich, PLA
Director of Landscape Architecture/Project 
Manager

Katie Kemen
Director of Climate Resilience/Assistant 
Project Manager

Jesse Harris, RLA
Project Landscape Architect

Catarina Martinez
Resilience Planner

Tomer Rabinowitz
Architect

Rachel Salch, PLA
Landscape Architect

Additional Project Team



JANUARY 17, 2024
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
Community Meeting 3 (Zoom)
Schematic Design

OCTOBER 11, 2023
6:00 pm-7:30 pm
Community Meeting 1 
(Zoom)

DECEMBER 2, 2023
10:00 am-12:00 pm
Community Meeting 2
(In person)

SUMMER/
FALL 2024
Design Development + 
Construction Documents

LATE FALL 
2024
Construction
Begins
(approx. 12 mos. 
of construction 
anticipated)

OCTOBER 21, 2023
10:00 am-12:00 pm
Community Meeting 1 
(In person)

DECEMBER 6, 2023
6:00 pm-7:30 pm
Community Meeting 2 
(Zoom)

JANUARY 20, 2024
10am-12pm
Community Meeting 3 
(In person)

Community Meeting 1:
Site Analysis

Community Meeting 2:
Conceptual Alternatives

Community Meeting 3:
Schematic Design

LISTENING SESSION 
IN PERSON
August 12, 2023

LISTENING SESSION 
ZOOM
August 8, 2023

Community Meeting 4:
Final Design Review
JUNE 10, 2024
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Community Meeting 4
(In person)

PROJECT SCHEDULE



PARK
DESIGN

Safety Guidelines+
Regulatory 
Guidelines

City of Boston
Priorities

Parks + Recreation
Goals

Community
Input

PARK
DESIGN



RENOVATION VISION & GOALS

An inclusive, r esi lient, and highly uti lized par k which r eflects
the needs of all par k user s and contr ibutes to the over all
vibr ancy of the sur r ounding community.

Impr ove Openness and V isibi li ty

Incr ease Uti lization of and Activity within the Par k

Incr ease Resi lience of the Par k

Incr ease V ibr ancy of the Neighbor hood



RECENT COMMUNITY & 
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Online 
Surveys: adult 

& youth 
versions; 4 
languages 
(Dec/ Jan)

Conversations 
with Roxbury 

Prep
(Dec)

Community 
Meeting #3: 
Zoom & In-

Person 
(Jan)

Mason 
School 

Playground 
Design 

Workshop
(M ar )

Boston 
Conservation 
Commission 
Preliminary 

Meeting
(M ay)

Conversations 
with The Base

(M ay)



WHAT WE HEARD
COMMUNITY MEETINGS 1, 2, & 3

• Multi-use fields
• Softball & 

intermediate/larger size 
baseball fields

• Community enjoys natur al gr ass; 
however , combination of 
natur al/ ar ti ficial wor ks if i t 
accommodates mor e of the 
communities' desir es

General

Fields

Courts

• 2 tennis/ 2 basketball
• Painted games for kids a 

plus, but not too busy
• Keep close to Mason School

• W ant expanded, 
accessible playgr ound

• Splash pad but separ ated fr om 
playgr ound

Playground

Surfacing

• Pr ior itize needs of neighbor hood 
youth/ schools

• M or e water  fountains, benches
• E ating/ picnic ar ea
• Shaded team seating
• Designated spaces for  team 

stor age & por table r estr ooms
• Fitness equipment and walking 

loop impor tant
• Cr osswalk lights and blue lights
• M aintain open feel to the par k; 

minimize high fences



WHAT WE HEARD
SCHOOLS

• Will use basketball 
courts at recess; 
locate near 
playground

• Walking loop 
shouldn’t go through 
playground

• Larger play areas to 
accommodate school 
use; separate areas 
for younger/older 
kids

• Separate water play 
from playground

• Preferred concept 
#2 with synthetic 
turf

• Would use soccer & 
football

• Scoreboards for 
each for each sport

• Preferred concept #2 
with synthetic turf

• Would only use courts 
for practice; not 
games

Mason School

Roxbury Prep

Boston Public 
Schools

Mason School 
Students

• Bright and colorful• Inclusive, all ages• Climbing, Swinging, 
Spinning• Shade/water for hot days• Use their imagination• Big slides• Places to draw with chalk• Artist theme



MASON SCHOOL DESIGN WORKSHOP

Incorporated 
discussion on how the 
following careers 
contribute to designing 
a new park: 
• Ecologist
• GIS Analyst
• Civil Engineer
• Landscape 

Architect
• Urban Designer
• Resilience Planner



PARK ELEMENTS & 
DISCUSSION

Site Circulation

Site Entrances and Perimeter Fences

Seating and Shading

Planting

__________________________

Plaza and Water Play

Outdoor Fitness

Playground Equipment

Sport Courts & Court Amenities

Field Layouts & Field Amenities

___________________________

Dog Park

Additional Site Amenities



FINAL SCHEMATIC DESIGN 



SITE CIRCULATION



PERIMETER FENCES



PERIMETER FENCES



GATEWAYS

Playground 
entrance

Primary 
entrances

Secondary 
entrances



SEATING & SHADING



SITE SEATING



SHADING

Proposed Pattern



GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Rain 
Garden

Rain 
Garden

Porous 
Pavement 

Sample rain 
garden area



PLANTING

Tulip Tree

Horse Chestnut Dawn Redwood Serviceberry Red Maple



PLAZA

Water 
Play

Porous 
Pavement 



WATER PLAY



OUTDOOR FITNESS

Example distance markers



OUTDOOR FITNESS

COLOR OPTIONS

Leg lift & 
pull up

Push up 
bars

Step/ 
jump up

Dip 
bench

Decline bench 
(core/back)

Incline 
press &  
pull up Equipment signs show 

most relevant 
activities and QR code 
for additional 
exercises 



PLAYGROUND DETAIL – 2-5 Years



PLAYGROUND DETAIL – 5-12 Years 



PLAYGROUND DETAIL – 5-12 Years 



SPORT COURTS

Players’ Bench

BankShot



SPORT COURTS

Typical Basketball 
Court Fence

Typical Tennis 
Court Fence

Basketball 
Scoreboard



PAINTED ACTIVITIES

Kids’ court with 
BankShot & 
activities

Standard 
basketball



ATHLETIC FIELDS

Football

Baseball

Football

Baseball

Football

Baseball

Softball/
Little 
League

Baseball

Football
Soccer



ATHLETIC FIELD FENCING & SEATING



ATHLETIC FIELD SEATING & SCOREBOARDS

Football/soccer 
field bleachers

Football/soccer 
field team bench

Baseball/softball 
dugouts

Baseball/softball 
bleachers

Baseball/softball 
scoreboard

Football/Soccer 
scoreboard



ATHLETIC FIELD AMENITIES 

Football/soccer 
goals

Football goal 
netting

Ball safety 
netting

Field and court 
lighting



POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL ATHLETIC AMENITIES



STORAGE & PORTABLE TOILETS



DOG PARK 



DOG PARK 



ADDITIONAL PARK AMENITIES 

With/without 
dog bowl



Boston Parks and Recreation Department

NEXT STEPS

PROJECT INFORMATION

Website: https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/improvements-clifford-playground
Project Manager: Lauren Bryant, Lauren.Bryant@boston.gov or 617-961-3019

Summer/Fall 2024
Design Development 

+ Construction 
Documents

Late Fall 2024
Construction Begins 
(approx. 12 months of 

construction 
anticipated)

https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/improvements-clifford-playground
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