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CITY OF BOSTON

EMBRACE

Public Meeting: Blackstone BCYF Courtyard Renaming
Tuesday, October 28th, 2025, 5:30PM

Zoom Link: https://k12-bostonpublicschools.zoom.us/j/81100785874

Purpose:

Embrace Boston is requesting a public meeting for the renaming the Blackstone BCYF
Courtyard to honor José F. Masso Il and Divina Nieves- Masso, two extraordinary
community leaders whose lifelong dedication to social justice, cultural preservation, and
public service has left a lasting impact on the South End and Villa Victoria communities of
Boston.

The Blackstone Courtyard has long served as a cherished communal space—a place
where residents gather, generations connect, and music breathes life into the culture and
history of the neighborhood. It is also the longtime home of Salsa in the Park, a beloved
celebration of Latinx culture, and a direct reflection of the Massos' enduring commitment
to uplifting the community through the arts.

Embrace Representatives:

Elizabeth Tiblanc, Erika Chen

BCYF Representatives:

Marco Torres

Blackstone Elementary School/BPS Representatives:
Courtney Sheppeck

AGENDA
e Opening and intro to Embrace by Principal Sheppeck
e Embrace presentation on renaming proposal
o Principal Sheppeck report from School Committee
o Marco Torres remarks in support of renaming
o Nadine Martinez remarks in support of renaming

e Clarifying Questions from attendees
e Feedback/Input from attendees
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