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PROJECT BACKGROUND1

EXISTING CONDITIONS2

PROPOSED DESIGN ALTERNATIVES3
• Current Plan
• Concept Alternate A – D
• Materials
• Shade Tree Plantings

• Team
• Location
• Context

• Plan
• Design Considerations

AGENDA
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Kevin Bogle, RLA
Senior Project Manager
Boston Parks and Recreation
kevin.bogle@boston.gov
617-885-6482

Rebecca DiTommaso
Director of Parks Care & Capital Projects
Friends of the Public Garden
rebecca@friendsofthepublicgarden.org 

Christopher Breen
Deputy Director of Neighborhoods
City of Boston
christopher.breen@boston.gov

Weston & Sampson Design Studio:

Cassie Bethoney, RLA
Team Leader, Landscape Architecture

Regan Andreola, RLA 
Senior Project Manager 

Allison Gramolini, RLA 
Project Landscape Architect 

PROJECT TEAM
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Beacon Street

PROPOSED LOCATION FOR THE 
FREEDOM TRAIL/BEACON MALL 

ACCESSIBILITY RAMP

BOSTON COMMONBOSTON PUBLIC 
GARDENCOMM. AVE MALL 

Boylston street

Marlborough Street 

Newbury Street 

PROJECT LOCATION

4



PROJECT CONTEXT: Nearby Cultural Landmarks

PARK 
STREET 
STATION

BEACON STREET

STATE HOUSE

FREEDOM TRAIL

SHAW MEMORIAL
JOY STREET STAIRS

SHAW MEMORIAL 
MONUMENTAL 

STAIRS

PROJECT LIMITS
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TRASH RECEPTACLES

BENCH

EXISTING TREE

PROJECT CONTEXT: Master Plan Concept –Summer 2022
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ELECTRICAL 
CABINETS

PROJECT LIMITS

BEACON STREET

EXISTING CONDITIONS: Plan View

MONUMENTAL 
STAIRS

CRITICAL ROOT 
ZONE OF EXISTING 

MATURE ELM

PEDESTRIAN LIGHT 
ELECTRICAL CABINET

BENCHES 
PARK LIGHT & BLUE 

LIGHT

BEACON MALL

FREEDOM TRAIL

FREEDOM 
TRAIL
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9.5’

PROJECT CONTEXT: Grade Change
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EXISTING CONDITIONS: Mature Elm
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MATURE ELM
PROJECT LIMITS

BENCHES

EXISTING CONDITIONS: Design Considerations

PEDESTRIAN 
LIGHTING
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EXISTING CONDITIONS: Design Considerations

BPRD Cabinet
Powers Christmas Lights, 
Police Emergency Lights, 

and Monument Lights

Lower Boston Street 
Lighting Cabinet

Boston Street Lighting cabinet on Beacon 
Street sidewalk, not currently powered 11



PRIOR DESIGN ITERATION: View Looking North
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CONCEPT ALTERNATE A: Mid-level Green
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BEACON STREET

BEACON MALL

+85.20

+76.10



CONCEPT ALTERNATE A: Mid-level Green

14

BEACON STREET

BEACON MALL

Plan

Elevation

TW 80.93
BW 74.23
6’-8” wall

TW 85.45
BW 80.10
5’-4” wall

Handrails and Barrier Rails



CONCEPT ALTERNATE B: Beacon Mall Green
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BEACON STREET

BEACON MALL

+85.20

+76.10



CONCEPT ALTERNATE B: Beacon Mall Green
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BEACON STREET

BEACON MALL

Plan

Elevation

TW 80.89
BW 77.89

3’ wall

TW 85.45
BW 82.25
3’-3” wall

TW 85.41
BW 76.22
9’-2” wall

Handrails and Barrier Rails



CONCEPT ALTERNATE C: Split Green
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BEACON STREET

BEACON MALL

+85.20

+76.10



CONCEPT ALTERNATE C: Split Green
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BEACON STREET

BEACON MALL

Plan

Elevation

TW 80.91
BW 76.16
4’-9” wall

TW 85.45
BW 78.75
6’-8” wall

Handrails and Barrier Rails



CONCEPT ALTERNATE D: Long sloped walkway
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BEACON STREET

BEACON MALL

+85.20

+76.10



CONCEPT ALTERNATE D: Long sloped walkway
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BEACON STREET

BEACON MALL

Elevation

TW 81.00
BW 77.33
3’-8” wall

TW 85.45
BW 76.20
9’-3” wall

Plan

Handrails and Barrier Rails



‘Baseboard’

PROPOSED DESIGN: Materials
Wall Material: 
Chelmsford Granite to 
match Joy St Stairs 
with hand-tooled or 
thermal finish

‘Inset’

Precedent: Joy Street Stair 
Granite Detailing

‘Cornice’ 

Relationship of Handrail to Walls

   

Handrail Precedent: 
Public Garden

Barrier Rail Precedent
Boston Common 
perimeter fencing
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RED OAK
Quercus rubra L. 

Summer and Fall 
color pictured 
left to right.

LITTLELEAF LINDEN
Tilia cordata 

Summer and Fall 
color pictured left to 
right.

PROPOSED DESIGN: Shade Tree Plantings
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Listening and Discussion

THANK YOU!

Boston Parks and Recreation Department
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