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Community Briefing
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Boston Parks and Recreation



The Boston Parks and Recreation Department will be 
recording the meeting and posting to our project 
webpage for those who are unable to attend the Zoom 
meeting live.

It is possible that participants may also be recording the 
meeting with their phone cameras or other devices. If you 
do not wish to be recorded during this meeting, please 
keep your microphone muted and camera off.

Please share with your neighbors and friends, 

PROJECT WEBPAGE LINK.
https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-
recreation/project/improvements-daisy-field

MEETING RECORDING



We want to ensure this conversation is a pleasant experience for all and that all 
community members/stakeholders are comfortable sharing their comments, questions 
and feedback.

Please be respectful and mindful of each other’s time when asking questions/ providing 
comments, so that all attendees are able to participate in the meeting.

Keep questions/ comments project-specific and not personal to yield solution-driven 
discussion.

Please wait until all attendees have had the opportunity to ask a question/ provide a 
comment before providing additional questions/ comments.

You can always set up a conversation with Nellie Ward, nelle.ward@boston.gov, to 
further discuss the project or process.

VIRTUAL MEETING ETIQUETTE



We want to ensure this conversation is a pleasant experience for all and that all community 

members/stakeholders are comfortable sharing their comments, questions and feedback.

Please be respectful and mindful of each other’s time when asking questions/ providing comments, 

so that all attendees are able to participate in the meeting.

Keep questions/ comments project-specific and not personal to yield solution-driven discussion.

Please wait until all attendees have had the opportunity to ask a question/ provide a comment 

before providing additional questions/ comments.

You can always set up a conversation with PROJECT MANAGER, PROJECT MANAGER EMAIL, 

to further discuss the project or process.

ZOOM TIPS
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NELLIE WARD
PROJECT MANAGER, BOSTON PARKS DEPT.
nelle.ward@boston.gov or 617-961-3035

MY’KEL MCMILLEN
COMMUNITY OUTREACH COORDINATOR, BOSTON PARKS DEPT.
corey.mcmillen@boston.gov or 617-201-1294
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OFFICE OF NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
caroline.peters@boston.gov or 617-635-2677

SHANE LOUGEE
DESIGN CONSULTANT
ASSOCIATE, STANTEC

ADAM FEARING
DESIGN CONSULTANT
DESIGN MANAGER, STANTEC



PROJECT OVERVIEW



PROJECT SCHEDULE

TODAY 11/5/2025
Community Briefing

WINTER 2025
Design Development

SUMMER 2026
Design Finalization & 
Construction 
Documentation

SPRING 2027
Construction 
Documentation
Completion

TBD
Bidding 
& Construction

WINTER - SPRING 2026
Hearing: Conservation 
Commission 
Hearing: Landmarks 
Permitting 
Permitting: BWSC 
Permitting: NPDES
Permitting: MESA/NHESP

2024 - 2025
Discussions with 
BWSC
Preliminary Design
Site Analysis

COMMUNITY 
SURVEY
Survey Ends 
11/26/2025

FALL 2025
Project Kick Off
Pulse Check Survey



PARK
DESIGN

Safety Guidelines+
Regulatory 
Guidelines

City of Boston
Priorities

Parks + Recreation
Goals

Community
Input

PARK
DESIGN



CITY OF BOSTON PRIORITIES

• Delivering Exceptional Constituent Services

• Green and Growing

• Family Friendly

• Closing the Racial Wealth Gap

• Healthy and Safe



• Accessible and available to all

• Diverse, balanced, and efficient mix of uses 

• Meaningful and inclusive community engagement 

• Adaptive and resilient landscapes

• Promote connections 

PARK & RECREATION GOALS



SITE ANALYSIS



SITE ANALYSIS 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT – EMERALD NECKLACE TODAY

Daisy Field 19

Olmsted originally 
designed this as a large 
meadow surrounded by 
woods. Today, playing 
fields serve community 
groups for little league, 
softball, soccer and 
touch football. 



SITE ANALYSIS 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT – MUDDY RIVER 1881



SITE ANALYSIS 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT: 1899 - 1931

1899 1931



1995

SITE ANALYSIS 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT: 1952 - 1995

1952

1978

NN
N



EXISTING CONDITIONS
SITE CONTEXT 

DAISY 
FIELD

BROOKLINE

LEVERETT
POND

MSPCA
ANIMAL CARE & 

ADOPTION CENTER

HARRY DOWNES 
FIELD

JAMAICA PLAIN

JEFFERSON 
PLAYGROUND

NEW ENGLAND BAPTIST 
HOSPITAL

WARDS
POND

BRIGHAM & 
WOMEN’S 

ADVANCED 
PRIMARY

LEGEND
Emerald Necklace

City Line

Jamaica Way

.......



EXISTING SITE
PROJECT SCOPE



SITE ANALYSIS 
TYPES OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

LEGEND
(1) Passive Open Space
(2) Athletic Use Zone
(3) Dirt Path/Promenade
(4) Woodlands

1

31

2

1 2 4



SITE ANALYSIS
NEARBY HABITAT/PROTECTION ZONES



SITE ANALYSIS
ATHLETIC FIELDS



SITE ANALYSIS
ATHLETIC FIELDS

Ball Field 2: Little League 
Infield is all infield mix vs traditional grass diamond and raised pitcher’s mound

Spectator Seating
Rusted rails, eroded lawn, not 
accessible 

Team Area
No shade, no pavement, 
benches too small for full team

Team Area: Ball Field 1Ball Field 1: Softball 
Undersized backstop, severe erosion of infield, team and spectator areas not 
accessible

Team Area: Ball Field 1



Utility Area/Lighting Electric 
Boxes

Spectator Seating - OutdatedField Lighting
Outdated

SITE ANALYSIS
ATHLETIC FIELDS

Bike Racks – outdated and lack 
access

Trash Cans - outdated

Spectator Seating - Outdated

Porta Potty – Poor Location, 
not visually screened (at main 
entry to park)



SITE ANALYSIS 
ATHLETICS PERMIT HOLDER ANALYSIS



SITE ANALYSIS 
ATHLETICS PERMIT HOLDER ANALYSIS

Ball Field 1:

Softball

Ponds Edge Parking LotBall Field 2:

Little League



SITE ANALYSIS 
DRAINAGE, PONDING, & EROSION



SITE ANALYSIS 
DRAINAGE, PONDING, & EROSION – SITE IMAGES

Parking Lot – Poor drainage/ponding Severe erosion at Field 1 - Softball Field Infield mix washout at Field 1

Erosion and Infield mix washout from 
Field 1

Infield mix washout from Field 1 on 
walkway

Erosion and Infield mix washout from 
Field 1 into pond embankment

9 2 2

324



SITE ANALYSIS 
CIRCULATION – IMAGES OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

Asphalt Path along Jamaica Way
Perimeter Path / Emerald Necklace 
Connection

Perimeter Path / Asphalt Pavement

Jamaica Plain neighborhood 
connection – Desire Lines, non-
accessible

Pedestrian/Non-Official Vehicular 
Access from parking Lot – Desire Lines, 
non-accessible

Pedestrian/Non-Official Vehicular 
Access from parking Lot – Desire Lines, 
non-accessible



PROPOSED DESIGN



• Full size soccer field

• One less ball field

• Like the lights

• Grass is great

• Some benches or chairs to sit on would be nice. 

• More trash cans and a recycling bin would be nice

• Clear walking paths

• Better control of parking

• Landscape improvements that will put an end to the flow of dirt into Leverett Pond. 

• Formalize the path along Willow Pond Road

• I love the pathways

• Tasteful seating areas for spectators - something that blends in with the environment 

• Some kind of signage of ways for the public to reserve the space

• Pickleball courts

• Drinking water bubbler

• Absolutely NO new features, and no paving is needed, the park is great soft green space

• Connection across Willow Pond Road

• Parking along Willow Pond Road

• Maintaining ball fields

WHAT WE HEARD IN ‘PULSE CHECK SURVEY’

“WHAT DOES THE PARK NEED”



• It's connections to transit, and the emerald necklace.

• The natural areas - trees, water & birds.

• Letting my dog run around, the nice grass, sense of community, the quiet and lack of cars.

• That it’s wide open

• Walking through it; kids playing soccer and baseball

• It is open to all community members. Different sports have access. The natural setting.

• Quiet, the nature and the lack of hard surfaces. 

• I primarily use it as a linear park and either walk or ride a bike by the park. Continued 

improvement for non-car transportation would be great!

• Privileged to live so close this park

• The green space, the birds, the accessibility, the open grass field in a lovely park that 

doesn't have that feature

• Rec fields with nearby woods and pond

WHAT WE HEARD IN ‘PULSE CHECK SURVEY’

“WHAT DO ENJOY MOST ABOUT THE PARK?”



EXISTING SITE
PLAN DIAGRAM



PROPOSED SITE PLAN



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
PEDESTRIAN AND ADA ACCESSIBLE CIRCULATION



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
MATERIALS PALETTE

Multi-Use Open Lawn

Granite Blocks

No-Mow/Seasonally-Mown 
Pollinator Zone

Seeded Athletic Field

Stabilized Stone Dust Path Rain Garden Terraced Rain Garden

Rain Garden Adjacent to 
Regraded Parking Lot

Granite Blocks at Rain 
Garden



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
ATHLETIC FIELD AND AMENITIES



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
ATHLETIC FIELD AND AMENITIES – ENLARGEMENT PLAN



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
ATHLETIC AMENITIES

BPRD Bike Rack BPRD Trash Receptacle

BPRD Water Bottle Filler

Overlapping Little Leagues/Softball Field

Player Bench

Spectator Seating (Bleachers)

Ball Field Back Stop



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
STAKEHOLDER WISH LIST 
(TBD IF THESE CAN BE INCLUDED)

Electronic ScoreboardsStorage ContainersShaded Dugouts



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
LIGHTING



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
LIGHTING PRODUCTS



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
PLANTING PALETTE – EXISTING INFORMATION & RESEARCH



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
PLANTING PALETTE – PROPOSED PLANTING AREAS



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
PLANTING PALETTE – CHARACTER IMAGES

1 2 3 4



PROPOSED SITE PLAN
DRAINAGE AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE



PROPOSED DESIGN PLAN
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEM



PROPOSED SITE PLAN



LISTENING & DISCUSSION

Help us build great parks.  
Let us know what matters to you.

Please complete this survey to provide us with your thoughts. 
Survey Closes 11/26/2025

Daisy Field Survey



November 5, 2025

Boston Parks and Recreation

For questions or concerns about Daisy Field
Please Contact:

Nelle.ward@boston.gov

Thank you!


