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Agenda

● BERDO Overview
● How to Report and Verify Your Data in 2026
● How Emissions Compliance Works in 2026
● Resources and Reminders
● Q&A
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What is BERDO?
BERDO standards for the Building Emissions Reduction and Disclosure Ordinance

➔ BERDO is the single most impactful emissions reduction tool in Boston.

➔ Reducing carbon emissions means cleaner air, improved public health, and a key tool in 
fighting the climate crisis.

➔ While BERDO covers only 5% Boston’s building stock, BERDO buildings could collectively 
reduce our emissions by nearly 40%.

➔ BERDO is a leading Building Performance Standard (BPS) in the U.S.

BERDO is a local law that requires large buildings in Boston to progressively reduce 
their greenhouse gas emissions until reaching net-zero by 2050.
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Who is covered by BERDO?

BERDO covers the following buildings:
● Residential buildings with 15 or more units
● Non-residential buildings that are 20,000 square feet or larger
● Any tax parcel with multiple buildings that collectively sum to 20,000 

square feet or 15 residential units

      KEY RESOURCES
COVERED BUILDINGS LIST 

A mixed-use building or tax parcel is considered residential if 50% or more of its Gross 
Floor Area, excluding parking, has a residential use

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1t-XKuedzvlOMf2d-vmL3ztrklDquXv-NdD1RkA-mxZI/edit?gid=1462200890#gid=1462200890
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REDUCE BUILDING ENERGY USE
Implement building improvements to 
reduce energy use.

GET RENEWABLE ENERGY
Enroll into BCCE, use local solar power, 
or buy renewable energy in the market.

INVEST IN THE COMMUNITY 
Make Alternative Compliance 
Payments, which are collected into the 
Equitable Emissions Investment Fund 
to support local building 
decarbonization projects.

What is required from building owners under BERDO?

ANNUAL REPORTING
Report your building’s annual energy 
and water use every year by May 15

THIRD-PARTY VERIFICATION 
Verify reported data with a third-party 
qualified energy professional every 
verification year

EMISSIONS REDUCTION
Reduce emissions produced by your 
building(s) to comply with annual 
emissions standards
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What are BERDO 
emissions standards?

Also known as emissions limits, 
emissions standards refer to the 
regulated amount of emissions a 
BERDO building is allowed to 
produce during a year.

Emissions standards in BERDO vary by 
building use types.

➔ For example, an apartment buildings is 
subject to the emissions standard for 
“Multifamily Housing” 

      KEY RESOURCES 

EMISSIONS COMPLIANCE QUICK GUIDE 

https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/berdo/BERDO_EmissionsCompliance.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/berdo/BERDO_EmissionsCompliance.pdf
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When are buildings subject to emissions 
standards?
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How can building owners use renewable energy 
to comply with BERDO? 

Enrolling into Boston Community Choice Electricity (BCCE)

1

2

Buying and retiring MA Class I RECs 

3 Entering a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) outside New England 

4 Using local renewable energy (solar)

Building owners can use the following renewable energy option to mitigate emissions from their 
building’s electricity use:

Learn more with our ↗ Renewable Energy Quick Guide 

https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/berdo/BERDO_RenewableEnergy.pdf
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Flexibility measures provide relief for emissions compliance

MEASURE EMISSIONS REDUCTION REQUIREMENTS CAN BE COMBINED WITH APPLICATION PROCESS

BLENDED 
EMISSIONS 
STANDARD

Must comply with the Blended Emissions Standard 
in every compliance year and achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2050.

● Building Portfolios
No application needed. 
Owners opt-in through BERDO 
Reporting Form.

BUILDING 
PORTFOLIOS

Must comply with the portfolio-level Blended 
Emissions Standard in every compliance year and 
achieve net-zero by 2050.

● Individual Compliance 
Schedules; or

● Hardship Compliance Plans

Application must be approved 
by BERDO Review Board.

INDIVIDUAL 
COMPLIANCE 
SCHEDULES

A building must reduce its total emissions by 50% 
by 2030 and 100% by 2050 from the selected 
baseline year. Emissions limits must decline linearly 
or better in five year increments.

● Building Portfolios Application must be approved 
by BERDO Review Board.

HARDSHIP 
COMPLIANCE 
PLANS

Owners must propose an emissions reduction plan 
that fits the hardship they’re facing. This may 
include asking for a different timeline and/or 
emissions limits based on their emission reduction 
plan.

● Building Portfolios Application must be approved 
by BERDO Review Board.
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Fines may be assessed for failure to comply
Fine Summary from Ordinance

Failure to Comply with 
Reporting 

Requirements 
(in whole or in part)

When a building fails to 
complete annual reporting 
of their energy and water 

data by May 15 of each year

Failure to Comply 
with Emissions 

Standards

When a building 
produces more 

emissions than allowed 
by their annual 
emissions limit

Failure to Accurately 
Report Information

When a third-party 
verifier identifies that a 

building reported 
incorrect information 

and the building fails to 
correct it

Non-Residential Buildings > 
35,000 SF or 2 or more 
Buildings on the same parcel 
that > 100,000 SF

$300 a Day $1,000 a Day $1,000-$5,000

Residential Buildings > 35 
units or 35,000 SF $300 a Day $1,000 a Day $1,000-$5,000

Non-Residential Buildings > 
20,000 SF but < 35,000 SF $150 a Day $300 a Day $1,000-$5,000

Residential Buildings > 15 
units or 20,000 SF but < 35 
units or 35,000 SF

$150 a Day $300 a Day $1,000-$5,000
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Reporting and Verifying Data in 2026
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BERDO Reporting Steps in 2026

1. Find Your Parcel ID, BERDO ID, and Building Address
2. Create a BERDO Reporting Portal Account & Claim Your Building
3. Obtain Your Data & Report through Energy Star Portfolio Manager
4. Complete Your BERDO Reporting Form
5. Third-Party Verification (if applicable)
6. Preserve Records

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bTCjWuJzL-kfmM_nA_sIo9fm5BU5vwihdtbaq8OB3iU/edit#heading=h.eccbt4sm2huq
https://portal.touchstoneiq.com/boston/login
https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/login?testEnv=false
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bTCjWuJzL-kfmM_nA_sIo9fm5BU5vwihdtbaq8OB3iU/edit#heading=h.ks7u28uedaf9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bTCjWuJzL-kfmM_nA_sIo9fm5BU5vwihdtbaq8OB3iU/edit#heading=h.p1gthzeo3atl
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bTCjWuJzL-kfmM_nA_sIo9fm5BU5vwihdtbaq8OB3iU/edit#heading=h.r61oh4u36ioo
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Step 1 - Find Your Parcel ID, BERDO ID, and Building Address

● Parcel ID — unique 10-digit number used for tax identification
● BERDO ID — unique 6-digit number used to track your BERDO data and compliance
● Building Address — the official address on file with the Assessing Department (may differ 

from your usual address)

2026 BERDO Covered Buildings List (boston.gov/berdo)

Boston Tax Parcel Viewer map

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1t-XKuedzvlOMf2d-vmL3ztrklDquXv-NdD1RkA-mxZI/edit?usp=sharing
https://app01.cityofboston.gov/parcelviewer/
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Step 2 — Create an Account & Claim Your Building

New users: Register at the BERDO Reporting Portal. 

Returning users: Log in and confirm your buildings are still assigned to your account.

Claim your building:
● Click "Claim a Building" and search by BERDO ID, Parcel ID, or address.

Building already claimed by someone else?

● Click "Request Transfer". An email will go to the current account holder to complete the transfer
● Contact energyreporting@boston.gov if the transfer can't be completed

Share your building with another user

● Under “Account Settings”, click “Invite Member”.

https://portal.touchstoneiq.com/boston/login


Mayor Michelle Wu

Step 3 - Collect Your Energy & Water Data

What needs to be reported: All energy and water usage at the building level. (Backup generation is excluded.)

Two ways to access your data:
● Your own bills
● Aggregate whole-building request from your utility

Tenant authorization is only needed if:
● Your building has 3 or fewer tenants, or one tenant uses more than 50% of the energy
● Residential tenants are not required to sign tenant authorization forms

Utility contacts:
● Eversource: EnergyDisclosure@eversource.com
● National Grid: BERDOSupport@nationalgrid.com
● Vicinity Energy: berdo@vicinityenergy.us
● Boston Water & Sewer: bwsc.org

mailto:EnergyDisclosure@eversource.com
mailto:BERDOSupport@nationalgrid.com
mailto:berdo@vicinityenergy.us
http://bwsc.org


Mayor Michelle Wu

Step 3 (cont.) - Report Through Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager

Setting up Portfolio Manager: 

● Create an account at portfoliomanager.energystar.gov
● Add your property
● Enter gross floor area and all building use types
● Enter your 6-digit BERDO ID under Standard IDs - “Boston Energy Reporting ID”
● Set up energy and water meters with the correct units
● Enter monthly utility data - Must cover January 1 through December 31
● Run the Data Quality Check and resolve any errors
● Connect and share your property with “CityofBoston” in Portfolio Manager

http://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov
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Step 4 - Complete Your BERDO Reporting Form

The BERDO Reporting Form captures information that Portfolio Manager doesn’t. Complete your 
Portfolio Manager reporting before submitting this form.

How to submit your form:
● Log in to the BERDO Reporting Form portal
● Under “Actions”, select “New BERDO Report”
● Complete all required sections:

● Property Information
● Emissions Compliance
● Renewable Energy 
● Energy Use Exempt
● Optional Reporting
● Disclosure and State Reporting

● Click “Save and Submit”

https://portal.touchstoneiq.com/boston/login
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What’s new on the BERDO Reporting Form in 2026

● Reporting fuel types for space heating, hot water, cooling, and cooking (if 
applicable).

● Confirm BCCE Service Address Matching to receive renewable credit from BCCE.
● You will be required to confirm that the service addresses matched to your 

BERDO ID in the BCCE Service Address Locator look accurate. 

● If a BERDO ID does not appear in the locator tool, no service addresses with 
BCCE usage were matched with the building. 

● Updated renewable energy questions to collect necessary information and 
documentation for emissions compliance. 

Preview of  the 2026 BERDO Reporting Form Questions. 

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiNGZkNDQwZGItN2I0Yi00NmU3LWFiYzctNmQ2NWRmOGQ3NWVkIiwidCI6Ijg1NTI4ODdjLWNiYzMtNGVlNS05ZmQzLWVhMjE3ZTMwMjZmYyJ9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uaolsx5dKwXJbgEgPS5ys61meneE689jeF-qcn5pZ2A/edit?usp=sharing
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Step 5 - Third Party Verification

Do you need to verify in 2026?
Verification is required in 2026 if your building:

● Has emissions limits starting in 2025, OR
● Has not completed verification previously

Key Requirements

● Verifier must hold an active qualifying credential
● Verifier must be independent - not the same individual who reported
● Verifier cannot be employed directly by the building owner or the property management company.

Process

● Hire a qualified energy professional
● Share Portfolio Manager access with your verifier
● Invite them to your BERDO Reporting Form account
● Submit your form to them for review
● Once complete, status will show “Accepted by Verifier”
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Step 6 - Preserve Records

Building Owners must retain records for 10 years (printed or electronic):
❏ Energy and water bill copies
❏ Fuel delivery bill copies
❏ Aggregate whole-building data received from the utilities
❏ Submission confirmation from the City of Boston
❏ Signed tenant authorization forms
❏ Third-party verification checklist and verifier contact information
❏ Email confirmation of approved extension requests

If you sell the building, you are required to transfer all collected BERDO records to the new owner.
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Emissions Compliance in 2026
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Emissions compliance process

1. Third-party verification is completed and submitted to the City.
2. City reviews any data quality flags and works with reporter and verifier to resolve any issues.
3. Final emissions will be calculated and compared with appropriate emissions standard to 

determine compliance status. Compliance status will be populated in “Emissions Mitigation” 

tab in the Reporting Portal.
4. If your building is above its limit you will be directed to request an invoice for Alternative 

Compliance Payments, report additional renewable energy, or to apply for flexibility.
a. Reach out to energyreporting@boston.gov if you have questions about your compliance 

options.

mailto:energyreporting@boston.gov
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Preview only. Full 
functionality coming to 
BERDO Portal soon.
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Estimating emissions compliance

Before completing reporting and verification you can estimate your 2025 emissions 
compliance in two ways:

1. The BERDO Calculator will project compliance based on previously reported data. 
2. The Emissions Compliance Projection Template is a downloadable spreadsheet 

where you can plug in your latest data and consider different compliance options. 

https://berdocalculator.touchstoneiq.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_BOi-cyl5MP4RR-FMkGAJkCZqzx8ZBmY5VU2KSQx8gs/edit?usp=sharing
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Apply for Building Portfolio

Apply for Individual 
Compliance Schedule

Apply for short-term 
Hardship Compliance Plan

Opt into 
Blended Emissions Standard

Flexibility to adjust 
emissions standards

Apply for long-term 
Hardship Compliance Plan

Emissions Compliance Measures

Requires Review Board approval

Building improvements

Enroll in Boston Community Choice 
Electricity (BCCE)

Buy MA Class I RECs

Sign Power Purchase Agreement outside 
New England

On-site solar behind-the-meter

Solar net metering credits

Other local renewable energy

Buy Alternative Compliance Payments

Requires Review Board approval

Requires Review Board approval

Requires Review Board approval

Available retroactively 

Available retroactively 

Options for Emissions Compliance
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Preview only. Full functionality 
coming to BERDO Portal soon.

Opt into a Blended Emissions Standard
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Applying for Flexibility Measures

BUILDING PORTFOLIOS

Application Portal

September 1, 2026

INDIVIDUAL COMPLIANCE 
SCHEDULES

Application Portal

September 1, 2026

HARDSHIP 
COMPLIANCE PLANS

Long-Term: July 1, 2026*
Short-Term: September 1, 2026
Streamlined: September 1, 2026

Application Guide

Streamlined App Form

*For emissions generated in 2026

https://bostonopendata.knack.com/air-pollution-control-commission#berdo-home-page/
https://bostonopendata.knack.com/air-pollution-control-commission#berdo-home-page/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZQCmC_X8jEhNqCUIIbkHEIDSvd_q512M?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WQ_uyVSF1xuJRBDxickLkHQ-YpPhuDu9xEuWkIccZdY/edit
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New Streamlined Short-Term HCP 
This Streamlined Short-Term Hardship Compliance Plan (HCP) is designed to give under-resourced and equity priority building 
owners with high compliance costs additional time to plan and prepare for emissions compliance. HCPs are still required to be 
approved by the Review Board

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

● Building or Portfolio is subject to a 2025 emissions limit 
● Building or Portfolio must be in compliance with the latest year of reporting and third-party verification. 
● Must demonstrate that ACPs would significantly impact their operations and/or ability to invest in emissions compliance 

efforts
● Be one of the following eligible building types:

○ Deed Restricted Affordable Housing
○ Residential Condominium or Cooperative buildings that have a median assessed value of $877,111 or less per unit.
○ Residential Condominium or Cooperative building with at least 50% of residents with an income at or below 120% AMI 
○ Rental buildings with 50% or more Section 8 tenants or with 50% or more residents with incomes at 120% AMI or below 
○ Rental buildings with 50% or more units with rents at or below the maximum affordable rates for 120% AMI 
○ Owned by a small business with fewer than 50 employees or less than $5,000,000 in annual gross revenue
○ Owned by a non-profit with fewer than 50 employees or less than $5,000,000 in annual gross revenue 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJRNxo8Nbkyr5QGG8pgLNCj7-xoBfnnsqf63qkOaJ616sXdg/viewform
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New Streamlined Short-Term HCP 

PREDETERMINED RELIEF

● Length of Relief: 3 years covering emissions 
compliance for 2025, 2026, and 2027. 

● Potential to extend to 2028 upon request of 
the applicant and approval of the BERDO 
Review Board

● Type of Relief: Alternative Emissions Standard
● Alternative emissions standard shall be 

determined by the Environment Department 
by calculating the average of the building or 
Building Portfolio’s emissions intensity for 
2023, 2024, and 2025

● If data is not available, emissions intensity 
from 2025 will be used.

After the short-term HCP expires, emissions standards 
will revert to their applicable default unless the owner 
acquires another flexibility measure.

PREDETERMINED SPECIAL CONDITIONS

● Within 12 months of approval, engage with Mass 
Save and provide evidence of Mass Save 
engagement. 

● If applicable, eligible, and beneficial, the owner 
must apply for a Building Portfolio.

● Within 12 months of approval, develop a 
Zero-Over-Time (ZOT) Plan, a Mass Save 
Comprehensive Building Assessment, or an 
equivalent assessment

● Implement at least one ECM within the duration 
of the HCP (by the end of 2027).

● The owner must submit brief progress reports via 
Google Form annually

● Attend at least one annual virtual consultation 
with BERDO Staff 
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Renewable Energy Dashboard in Portal

Preview only. Full functionality 
coming to BERDO Portal soon.
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Emissions Compliance Flexibility Options

● BLENDED EMISSIONS STANDARD
◆ Opt-in will be available in the next couple of weeks in the BERDO Reporting Portal

● PORTFOLIO 
◆ Application Deadline: Sep 1, 2026     Application Portal

● INDIVIDUAL COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE
◆ Application Deadline: Sep 1, 2026     Application Portal

● STREAMLINED SHORT-TERM HARDSHIP COMPLIANCE PLAN
◆ Application Deadline: Sep 1, 2026     Streamlined Application Form   
◆ Restricted to equity priority buildings, including below-average cost multifamily 

(including condos), small nonprofits, and small businesses.
● STANDARD SHORT-TERM HARDSHIP COMPLIANCE PLAN

◆ Application Deadline: Sep 1, 2026     Application Guide
◆ For all other building types that can demonstrate an eligible hardship.

https://bostonopendata.knack.com/air-pollution-control-commission#berdo-home-page/
https://bostonopendata.knack.com/air-pollution-control-commission#berdo-home-page/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WQ_uyVSF1xuJRBDxickLkHQ-YpPhuDu9xEuWkIccZdY/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZQCmC_X8jEhNqCUIIbkHEIDSvd_q512M?usp=drive_link
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Emissions Compliance Support

● MA Class I REC Connector Program
◆ A resource for building owners in Boston to plan for purchasing MA Class I Renewable 

Energy Certificates (RECs) for BERDO compliance.
● Building Decarbonization Advisor Program

◆ Under-resourced building owners receive free decarbonization planning services and 
technical assistance, and may be eligible for funding for equipment purchases or detailed 
studies to support their decarbonization projects.

● Condo Engagement & Workbook Development
◆ We are engaging condo owners to inform the creation of workbook to aid condo 

associations with their BERDO planning and compliance. Sign up to join a focus group. 
● Buildings Consultations

● Case Studies

https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment/berdo/how-purchase-ma-class-i-recs-berdo-compliance
https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment/building-decarbonization-advisor-program
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKjpYBccSXG-EDAsGzdP77JapeX2ZB475UtRmayV36PU8PBQ/viewform?usp=header
https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment/berdo#building-consultations
https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment/berdo#case-studies
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Reminders and Resources
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Learn more: boston.gov/berdo
energyreporting@boston.gov

We’re here to 
help every step 
of the way!

● Phone & Email Help Desk
● Suite of Guidance and Quick 

Guides
● Free Reporting & Verification 

Services
● 1-on-1 consultations
● Technical assistance 

programs
● Renewable energy programs
● Equitable Emissions 

Investment Fund

http://boston.gov/berdo
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2026/01/BERDOHelp_Online_Jan2026.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2026/01/BERDOHelp_Online_Jan2026.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2026/01/BERDOHelp_Online_Jan2026.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2026/01/BERDOHelp_Online_Jan2026.pdf
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Additional Resources

Guidance
● How to Report Guide
● Third Party Verification Guide ( for verifiers)
● Solar Reporting Guide
● BERDO Compliance Guide (includes details on renewable energy options)

Renewable Energy and Flexibility Measure Applications

● PPA Approval Request Form
● Streamlined Short-term Hardship Compliance Plan Application
● Application page for all other Flexibility Measures

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bTCjWuJzL-kfmM_nA_sIo9fm5BU5vwihdtbaq8OB3iU/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.m0zljwlo64zh
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1edEziBqVJYQhaAJ5EvB3rlfzoyCe6bEFuz2mwYChA_E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TngS-VqqM3DG5-UVaHDetBA50vKvnZVuQSKHVaLh0Sw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19fewKPA4LOwNGvrr4l5tAZCCx2ODOeEBl09XaDVp9gA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBsCQ41bO9QZ_mpnosyAKfHh_7m2BrCrQYpEcw1r1pGUHHnQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJRNxo8Nbkyr5QGG8pgLNCj7-xoBfnnsqf63qkOaJ616sXdg/viewform?usp=header
https://bostonopendata.knack.com/air-pollution-control-commission#berdo-home-page/
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Upcoming Events

WEBINAR SERIES

➔ March 2, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. -  Launch of 2026 BERDO Reporting

➔ March 9, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. - Third-Party Verification

➔ March 18, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. - Flexibility Measures

IN-PERSON WORKSHOP SERIES

➔ March 10, 2026 at 3 -7 p.m. -  Downtown

➔ April 8, 2026 at 3 -7  p.m. - Brighton

➔ May 5, 2026 at 3 -7  p.m.  - Roxbury

Registration Required

Sign up for the BERDO 
Newsletter to stay up to 
date on events and 
announcements.

https://www.boston.gov/calendar/berdo-webinar-launch-2026-berdo-reporting
https://www.boston.gov/calendar/berdo-webinar-third-party-verification
https://www.boston.gov/calendar/berdo-webinar-flexibility-measures
https://www.boston.gov/calendar/person-berdo-workshop-0
https://www.boston.gov/calendar/person-berdo-workshop-1
https://www.boston.gov/calendar/person-berdo-workshop
https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment/berdo#newsletter
https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment/berdo#newsletter
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THANK YOU
Any questions?


