
Improvements to 

JEFFERSON PLAYGROUND



MEETING RECORDING

The Boston Parks and Recreation Department will be recording 
the meeting and posting to our project webpage for those who 
are unable to attend the Zoom meeting live.

It is possible that participants may also be recording the 
meeting with their phones, cameras or other devices. If you do 
not wish to be recorded during this meeting, please keep your 
microphone muted and camera off.

Please share with your neighbors and friends, 
boston.gov/jefferson-playground



VIRTUAL MEETING ETIQUETTE

We want to ensure this conversation is a pleasant experience for all and that all community 
members/stakeholders are comfortable sharing their comments, questions and feedback.

Please be respectful and mindful of each other’s time when asking questions/ providing 
comments, so that all attendees are able to participate in the meeting.

Keep questions/ comments project-specific and not personal to yield solution-driven discussion.

Please wait until all attendees have had the opportunity to ask a question/ provide a comment 
before providing additional questions/ comments.

You can always set up a conversation with Max Sell, max.sell@boston.gov, to further discuss the 
project or process.



ZOOM TIPS
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PROJECT OVERVIEW



PROJECT TEAM

MAX SELL

MY’KEL MCMILLEN

FRANK MENDOZA-MCCARTHY

ARCADIS

PROJECT MANAGER

OUTREACH COORDINATOR, EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OFFICE OF

Cathy Offenberg, Principal

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES

Uma Sekar, Senior Associate (Project Manager)

Max.sell@boston.gov or 617-961-3097

Corey.mcmillen@boston.gov or 617-201-1294

Francis.mendozamccarthy@boston.gov or 617-635-2678

Karina Lanphear, Associate



PROJECT SCHEDULE 

FALL 2025 JANUARY 15, 2026

SUMMER 2026

SUMMER 2026

OCTOBER 22, 2025 APRIL 16, 2026

Pulse Check 
Survey

Community Meeting 2 
Review of site design 
alternatives

Design Development +
Construction Documents

Pop-up and on-site 
events

Community Meeting 1
Site Analysis/Program

Community Meeting 3
Review of final concept design



Community 
Input

Safety Guidelines+
Regulatory 
Guidelines

PARK 
DESIGN

City of Boston
Priorities

Parks + Recreation
Goals



CONCEPT AND FEEDBACK 
REVIEW



EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS

UNPAVED WALK

PAVED WALK

PROJECT SITE AREA

PARK ENTRANCE

PARKING

LEGEND

N

US VETERANS AFFAIRS 
ADMINISTRATION

HENNIGAN COMMUNITY 
CENTER

HENNIGAN K-8 
SCHOOLP

GROTTO GLENN RD. MINDEN STREET

HEATH STREET

P

NIRA ROCK 
URBAN WILD

BASEBALL FIELD

ENTRY 
PLAZA

BATTING 
CAGE

PLAY
AREA

BASKETBALL 
COURT



INITIAL CONCEPTS

0 - 3

3 - 5

5 - 12
5 - 12

3 - 5

0 - 3

CONCEPT 1: RETAIN CONCEPT 2: ROTATE

CONTINUOUS LOOP NATURE WALK

CURRENT LOCATION NEW LOCATION

WEST SEATING (BETTER 
FOR AM SUN)

EAST SEATING (BETTER 
FOR PM SUN)

LARGER AREA LARGER THAN EXISTING

EXISTING BACKSTOP,
TIERED BLEACHER SEATS

NEW BACKSTOP,
TIERED BLEACHER SEATS

NO “NATURE WALK” NO CONTINUOUS LOOP

SMALLER THAN OPT 1

TREE INTERFERENCE 
WITH PLAY

IMPACT ON SLEDDING 
HILL



COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

People want the park to feel more connected.

Ballfield Improvements

Connecting park features

Connecting to NIRA

Extending Playing Hours

Lighting

Drainage

Covered Dugouts

Removing Obstacles from Field of Play

The playground has limited equipment and is prone to high heat in summer

Additional canopy

Bottle filling station

Comfortable seating areas



JEFFERSON PLAYGROUND 
DESIGN CONCEPT 
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BASKETBALL COURT

NEW BACKSTOP

NATURE TRAIL

PAVED WALK

PARK ENTRANCE

NEW FENCE

EXISTING FENCE 

LEGEND

NEW BATTING CAGE

PLAY AREA

SEATING AREAS

NEW FIELD LIGHTS

BASKETBALL LIGHTS 
(NEW FIXTURES)

PLAYER DUGOUT

SPECTATOR BLEACHER

PROPOSED TREE

EXISTING TREE TO BE 
REMOVED

CONCEPT PLAN

N
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PLANTING - TREE CANOPY
1  TREE LINE & SLOPE

2  TREE SHADE AT PLAY AREA

1

2



LISTENING & DISCUSSION 

Help us build great parks. 
Let us know what matters to you. 
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SEATING

A

BACKLESS BENCH

PICNIC TABLE

BLEACHERS

DUGOUT BENCH BENCH WITH BACK

N
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N

SITE AMENITIES
TRASH RECEPTACLES

BOTTLE FILLING STATION

BIKE RACK
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PLAY AREA PLAN 

EXISTING PLAY AREA



PLAY 0-2 & 2-5 AGE GROUP

ONE MAIN STRUCTURE: 

SLIDES AND PLATFORM

OR

SLIDES AND CLIMBING



PLAY 0-2 & 2-5 AGE GROUP
FREE STANDING COMPONENTS: 

SENSORY

SLIDE

MUSIC

CRAWLING THROUGH CRAWLING OVER

RIDING TRACK



PLAY 5-12 - ONE LARGE STRUCTURE

POST AND PLATFORM

HYBRID

ROPE STRUCTURE



SWINGS

BIRD’S NEST TODDLER SWINGTRADITIONAL



THANK YOU!

For questions, maintenance requests or 
concerns regarding any of our 

parks contact 311

For questions or comments on the project, 
please contact Max Sell at max.sell@boston.gov

April 16, 2026
Boston Parks and Recreation


