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OLD WEST CHURCH
RETAINING WALL AND STEP RESTORATION

Beacon Hill Architectural District Commission
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Background and History

Historic Engraving
Early 19th Century

At-Grade Iron Fence
Pre-1930

Brick & Granite Wall
1930s

Concrete Retaining Wall
*Period of Signifi cance*

2026 Conditions
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Ongoing Preservation...
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Next Phase...
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Food Forest & Community Support
Food Forest Implementation Boston Food Coalition Support
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Site and Existing Documentation

2025 Professional Land SurveyAerial Survey
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Retaining Wall Conditions



OLD WEST CHURCH  |  JUNE, 2026

Concrete Wall Conditions
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Construction Document Scope for Wall Restoration
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Improved Structural Details for Retaining Wall Reconstruction
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Granite Step Conditions
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Reversible Granite Step Adjustments
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Reversible Granite “Spacer” Details
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Present-Day
Refl ects 1806 Confi guration

Proposed
Respects 1806 Relationships

New bottom step with railing post at 
comfortable height.

Existing steps reassembled 1 tread 
higher on reversible/removable 

foundation spacers.

Deep, fl at landing with 
handrail terminus.

Sudden drop-off  at threshold 
with no handrail assistance.

Low handrail height is diffi  cult 
to grasp.

Existing steps reassembled 1 tread Existing steps reassembled 1 tread 

New bottom step with railing post at New bottom step with railing post at Low handrail height is diffi  cult Low handrail height is diffi  cult 

handrail terminus.handrail terminus.with no handrail assistance.with no handrail assistance.

Comparative Rendering
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THANK YOU

1930s Retaining Wall Construction 
after Street Lowering

Present Day




