
LANDMARK DISTRICT vs PROTECTION AREA 

LANDMARK DISTRICT CRITERIA PROTECTION AREA CRITERIA
“The commission may designate any improvement or physical 

feature as a landmark, and may designate any area in the city as a 
landmark district, or architectural conservation district and may amend 
any such designation as herein provided upon a finding by the 
commission that the designation or amendment meets any of the 
following criteria: — 

(a) inclusion in National Register of Historic Places as provided in 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966;

 (b) structures, sites, objects, man-made or natural, at which events 
occurred that have made an outstanding contribution to, and are 
identified prominently with, or which best represent some important 
aspect of the cultural, political, economic, military, or social history of 
the city, the commonwealth, the New England region or the nation;

 (c) structures, sites, objects, man-made or natural, associated 
significantly with the lives of outstanding historical personages;

 (d) structures, sites, objects, man-made or natural, representative 
of elements of architectural or landscape design or craftmenship which 
embody distinctive characteristics of a type inherently valuable for study 
of a period, style or method of construction or development, or a notable 
work of an architect, landscape architect, designer, or builder whose 
work influenced the development of the city, the commonwealth, the 
New England region, or the nation.”

“The commission may designate any area in the city as a 
protection area as herein provided upon a finding by the commission 
that the area to be designated is visually related to the landmark, 
landmark district or architectural conservation district but is not 
necessarily of sufficient historical, social, cultural, architectural or 
aesthetic significance to warrant designation as such. In determining the 
boundaries of a protection area, the commission shall consider the 
following elements:—

 (a) major views and vistas of and from the landmark, landmark 
district, or architectural conservation district as determined by the 
topographical characteristics and the siting of existing buildings in the 
area contiguous to the landmark, landmark district or architectural 
conservation district;

 (b) pattern of roads, paths and alleys which determine the size and 
shape of land parcels and which control vehicular and non vehicular 
movement to and from the landmark, landmark district or architectural 
conservation district;

 (c) contrasts between the scale and density of the landmark, 
landmark district or architectural conservation district and the 
improvements under consideration for designation as a protection area; 

(d) contrasts between the arrangement of structures and landscape 
and open space features of the landmark, in the landmark district or 
architectural conservation district and the improvements under 
consideration for designation as a protection area.

 In no case shall the protection area extend more than twelve 
hundred feet from a boundary of the landmark, landmark district or 
architectural conservation district.”

Enabling legislation: Ch. 772 of the Acts of 1975



LANDMARK DISTRICT JURISDICTION PROTECTION AREA JURISDICTION
● Establish design guidelines for exterior alterations, 

additions, or new construction. 

● Require design review for exterior alterations, 
additions, or new construction to ensure that they 
will not negatively impact the historic character of 
the district. May include such things as:
○ Protection of existing character-defining 

features
○ Materials
○ Height

● Prevent the demolition of historically and/or 
architecturally significant structures and 
architectural features.

The standards and criteria applicable within any 
protection area can only restrict:

● demolition,*
● land coverage, 
● height of structures, 
● landscape,
● topography.

*“Demolition” can be defined by the standards and 
criteria and is not necessarily full demolition. For 
example, it could be defined as the removal of 25% or 
more of a building. 

 

LANDMARK DISTRICT vs PROTECTION AREA
Enabling legislation: Ch. 772 of the Acts of 1975



 LANDMARK DISTRICTGENERAL STANDARDS



 LANDMARK DISTRICTARCHAEOLOGY



 LANDMARK DISTRICTMASONRY
1. QUOINING
2. LINTEL
3. SILL
4. PATTERN BRICKWORK
5. STRING COURSE
6. TILE INSET PANELS
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 LANDMARK DISTRICTWOOD



 LANDMARK DISTRICTARCHITECTURAL METALS



 LANDMARK DISTRICT

1. HOOD

2. MUNTINS

3. SILL
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 LANDMARK DISTRICTENTRANCES/DOORS



 LANDMARK DISTRICTLIGHTING
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 LANDMARK DISTRICTROOFS

1. CHIMNEY

2. CUPOLA

3. DORMER

4. CORNICE

5. SHEATHING
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 LANDMARK DISTRICTADDITIONS



 LANDMARK DISTRICTACCESSIBILITY



 LANDMARK DISTRICTRENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES



 LANDMARK DISTRICTSITE AND LANDSCAPE



 LANDMARK DISTRICTSTREET FURNISHINGS & OBJECTS



 LANDMARK DISTRICTNEW CONSTRUCTION

424 Massachusetts Avenue , South End

The Whitney, 170 Charles St., Beacon Hill



 LANDMARK DISTRICTSIGNAGE



 PROTECTION AREASTANDARDS AND CRITERIA


