


 

 

Offered by Councilors Matt O’Malley and Andrea Campbell 

AN ORDER FOR A HEARING REGARDING VACANT 

PROPERTIES IN THE CITY OF BOSTON 
 

to the long-term vacancies of inactive landlords in Arlington’s business district or the 

foreclosures that Lowell and New Bedford are seeking to address; and 

 

WHEREAS: Boston therefore requires a variety of approaches to the challenge of long-

term vacant space, which will differ between areas seeking economic opportunity and areas that already 

have it; and 

 

WHEREAS:  Many Bostonians can name properties on their main streets and in their neighborhoods 

that have been vacant for years or even decades, creating holes in the fabric of the community; and 

 

WHEREAS: Storefronts left vacant for multiple years suggest a market failure, empty residential units 

remove housing that could otherwise provide homes, and filling vacant space improves the vibrancy and 

livelihood of our city while placing downward pressure on rents; THEREFORE BE IT 

  

ORDERED:    The Boston City Council, hereby assembled, orders a hearing on a vacancy data 

collection, a fee to reduce vacancy of commercial or residential properties, and a streamlined permitting 

process for pop-ups in vacant properties. The Office of Economic Development, the Metropolitan Area 

Planning Council, Department of Neighborhood Development, Boston’s main streets districts, small 

business owners, and all other interested parties are invited to attend.  


