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CLIFFORD PARK COMMUNITY MEETING 
SUMMARY NOTES 
 
DATE:    9.30.2019 
 
LOCATION:   Vine Street Community Center 
   339 Dudley Street, Roxbury, MA 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
 Rob Rottenbucher, of Boston Parks and Recreation (Park Owner), opened the meeting with 

updates from the previous listening session. He described the increased maintenance and 
presence by BPRD at the park. He also reported that a package is nearly ready for bidding 
to replace the mulch with rubber tile surfacing in the playground, which was requested by 
the community. He reiterated BPRD’s commitment to improving the park and urged the 
community to focus on offering design-related comments at tonight’s meeting. 
 

 Cheri Ruane, of Weston and Sampson (Owner’s Project Manager), introduced the team 
members and reviewed the comments heard to date at the previous community meetings 
and listening sessions.  
 

 Juma Crawford, of the Lewis Family Foundation (Project Proponent), gave a brief 
background on the project, described the Lewis Family Foundation’s motivations in 
improving this park, and urged community members to consider joining a Friends of Clifford 
Park, which is in the works. 
 

 Mark Novak, of Activitas (Lead Designer), outlined the strategies for creating safety through 
environmental design and then ran through five conceptual options for the park, describing 
the differences between each. 
 
 

GENERAL COMMENTS: 
 

• Boston Bengals need multiple trailers for storage. 
• Can convenience outlets be provided? 

o BPRD will allow outlets within lockboxes that can be accessed for events. 
• Is there an opportunity for a dog park in the slice of park along Mass Ave? Dogs currently make 

use of the fields. 
o ½ acre to an acre is the ideal sizing for a dog run, but an undersized dog park could be 

possible. 
• Representative Liz Miranda –  

o The design team is committed to continued public input on the development of the park 
design. 

o Seek out opportunities to incorporate music and art. Look at Jeep Jones Park and 
Marcella Park as examples. 

o Against grandstand; loves the idea of portable seating. 1000 seats is too many for this 
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park. 
o Loves the midblock entrance off Norfolk Ave for community gathering. 
o Forming a 501c3 Friends group would be an amazing opportunity for the community to 

take ownership over the future of the park. This kind of organization can write grants and 
have fiscal control over some elements of the park. 

• 250 students use Mason Pool every day, so the sooner a design is approved, the better. 
• A community member was interested in ensuring that the community has access to the park 

after improvements are made. 
o The intention of these improvements is to serve the community and its youth; other 

members of the community agreed that the community will continue to have access to 
the park after improvements are made.  

• On-site lighting will include sports lighting for the fields and courts as well as pedestrian-scale 
lighting for the rest of the park. All areas of the property will be lit. 

• Phasing the project was discussed; it is important that the community and Mason School can 
make use of some portions of the park through periods of construction. 

• Consider aligning the football field with Norfolk Ave and pushing it closer to the Norfolk edge. As 
proposed in all five options, when football is being played, the ball fields can’t be used. Concern 
is motivated by the heavy use that the park experiences. 

• The basketball court is too far from Norfolk Ave / Mason School and Pool. 
• The splash pad is not a replacement for the Mason Pool, but an added feature that many 

communities enjoy. 
• One commenter noted that he loves park the way it is currently; stepped up, regular 

maintenance is all that is needed, which the City has done successfully recently. 
• The design team needs to review the number of permits pulled for the park in order to 

understand quantity and type of usage. 
• Access from Shirley is essential. Properties that abut the park along Norfolk are all commercial. 
• Mason Pool is open to Mason School two days per week. 
• Discussion on synthetic turf: 

o It is possible (although quite costly) to go back to living turf once synthetic turf has been 
installed. 

o For the amount of usage, synthetic turf is recommended. Longer season and hours of 
use. Able to play more quickly following rain events. 

o Synthetic turf is extremely durable. 
o Is it possible to see samples of different synthetic turf options? 
o Synthetic turf can be repaired more quickly than living turf (although it can be costly). 

• Is it possible to understand maintenance costs per concept? The Lewis Family Foundation has 
committed to funding improvements, but the City (i.e. taxpayers) is responsible for the long-term 
maintenance of the park. 

• Turning the tennis court into a multiuse court was discussed. 
• Do not create opportunities for sitting / gathering along Mass Ave. It is not a relaxing area of the 

park. 
• Discussion on portable seating and equipment: 

o Consider where equipment will be housed. 
o Is it realistic that Parks staff will move bleachers and equipment for every game, 

especially on Sundays? Orient the fields so that moving bleachers is not cumbersome. 
• Provide dog bag ports and trash receptacles throughout the park. 
 
 


