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Neighborhood Slow Streets: Overview

Overview

Traffic calming on residential streets

Neighborhood Slow Streets is a new approach to traffic calming requests in Boston. It focuses
on street designs that self-enforce slower speeds and safer behaviors. Through this program,
we aim to reduce the number and severity of crashes on residential streets, to lessen the
impacts of cut-through traffic, and to add to the quality of life in our neighborhoods.

To have a sustainable impact on safety of local streets, the Neighborhood Slow Streets
program goes beyond enforcement and education to change the physical character of local
streets with traffic calming devices. Traffic calming is the combination of mainly physical
measures that change driver behavior and expectancies so as to reduce speeds and
aggressive driving. Traffic calming does not necessarily mean restricting access; rather, people
driving cars become “guests” in a neighborhood.

With Neighborhood Slow Streets, we intend to prioritize improvements in neighborhoods with
high populations of youth and older adults —our most vulnerable residents—and places where
many community members gather, such as parks, libraries, schools, and community centers.

A zone-based approach

Rather than planning and implementing changes on one street at a time, Boston will address
an entire “zone” within a neighborhood. A typical zone will consist of 10 to 15 blocks. We will
look at every street within the zone, in partnership with the community, to identify problems
and design effective solutions. We anticipate traffic-calming elements and safety
improvements will be proposed for almost every street within the zone.

When each zone’s plan is implemented, streets will have visual and physical cues to slow
drivers to 20 MPH—making each street feel more inviting for people of all ages who are
walking, playing, or bicycling. The Slow Streets program will emphasize quick-install, low-cost
fixes, such as signage, pavement markings, speed humps, and daylighting.

A City-community partnership

The Neighborhood Slow Streets program requires City agencies and communities to work
together. Via the application process, residents, neighborhood associations, and other
community-based organizations demonstrate local support within the proposed Slow Streets
zone. If accepted into the program, community partners are required to be active players in
maintaining support and conducting outreach for the project.

The Boston Transportation Department and Public Works Department plan and implement
Neighborhood Slow Streets in response to applications from community partners. City staff will
meet with residents, collect data, and propose design plans for community review. Following
installation, community partners help conduct a qualitative survey of the project.
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Neighborhood Slow Streets: Overview

Vision Zero

In March 2015, Mayor Martin J. Walsh announced Vision Zero and committed the City of
Boston to eliminating fatal and serious traffic crashes in the city by 2030. Vision Zero Boston
prioritizes safety and takes a people-first approach to transportation and community building.
Everyone, including drivers, benefits from a transportation system that’s made safer for the
most vulnerable road users.

Neighborhood Slow Streets is the City’s way to make our neighborhood streets feel safer for
everyone. Many drivers currently travel within 30 MPH on our local streets. However, if they hit
a person walking, that person has a 50-50 chance of being seriously injured or killed. These
risks are higher if the person struck is an elder: a 70-year-old hit by a driver traveling 30 MPH
is twice as likely to be severely injured as a 30-year-old hit by that driver. By installing traffic
calming devices, we can help bring speeds down to 20 MPH, and create safer streets for
everyone.

Likelihood of Serious Injury or Fatality If Struck By Driver Traveling at 20, 25, or 30 MPH
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Source: Tefft, Brian. “Impact Speed and a Pedestrian's Risk of Severe Injury or Death.” AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety, Washington, DC: 2011.
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Neighborhood Slow Streets: Design tool box

Design tool box

Neighborhood Slow Streets is the City of Boston’s program to calm traffic on residential streets
through design. Traffic calming devices, such as speed humps and curb extensions, reduce
the likelihood of speeding and enhance the safety and comfort of people who live, walk, bike,
or play in the neighborhood. Traffic calming is one of many measures that the Boston
Transportation Department and Public Works Department use to enhance safety, including
other engineering changes and education campaigns. The Boston Police Department also
plays an important role by enforcing traffic laws and encouraging safe behavior by all road
users.

Below is a list of traffic calming devices used in the Neighborhood Slow Streets program,
including the benefits, considerations and appropriate conditions for each device. These
guidelines are not a replacement for thorough investigation and engineering.

In each Slow Streets zone, you will find:

1 “Welcome Mats”

1 Pavement markings and signage
1 Daylighting

1 Speed humps

In some Slow Streets zones, you may see:

Raised crosswalks

Raised intersections
Chicanes

Neighborhood traffic circles
Diverters

Changes to street direction
Street murals
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General criteria

Upon acceptance into the Neighborhood Slow Streets program, your neighborhood streets will
be evaluated for appropriate traffic calming measures subject to the following general criteria:

9 Streets are defined as local streets.

1 The design speed and posted speed shall be 20 MPH.

1 Vertical devices, such as speed humps, may only be used on streets with a maximum
of one lane in each direction.
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Neighborhood Slow Streets: Design tool box

Welcome mats

“Welcome Mats” will create a recognizable entrance to Neighborhood Slow Streets areas and
will be consistent throughout Boston. Welcome Mats alert people that they are entering an
area designed for 20 MPH and should behave as guests. Welcome Mats consist of:

i 20 MPH sign

i 20 MPH pavement
marking

1 Daylighting to increase
visibility around corners

1 High-visibility crosswalk

New York Citv DOT

Pavement markings and signs

Throughout the zone, pavement markings and signs will alert people to the presence of traffic
calming devices. They may also provide wayfinding for people walking and riding bicycles. Any
markings and signs will be used in accordance with engineering standards and adopted plans.
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Neighborhood Slow Streets: Design tool box

Daylighting

Daylighting is the physical restriction of parking at corners, in accordance with City Rules and
Regulations that prohibit parking within 20' of intersections. Daylighting may be achieved by
installing flexible delineator posts and thermoplastic paint or by constructing curb extensions.

Benefits

1 Increases visibility for people driving and biking by making it easier to see conflicts at
intersections, including people walking and approaching vehicles

-
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